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Iraq emerges Group A leader 

Jl?’} — lra 3 Sunday be* China 1-0 to emerge on top 
, Group A World Cop qualifying matches of the 
KFn *^ 7 ^ pUty i in Irbid - Ahmad RiSi scored the sole 
fcjjf? 1 Tb? second round of the group will begin 

four J kHL 12 ' ^e group with seven points from 

W **5"? Pak „ ,stan 81,(1 Yemen and drawing with 

J^ r - lCr ? unday * j° rda n scored its first win of the first 
round, scoring three goals to one (see story on page 9 ). 
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Happy *Eid A1 Adha 

THE JORDAN TIMES will not be published on Tuesday to 
Friday (June 1 - June 4), on account of the ‘Eid A! Adha 
holidays. The next issue of the newspaper will appear on 
Saturday. June 5. The Jordan Times wishes its readers 
and advertisers a very happy 'Eid Al Adha. 
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UAE president sends 
message to Iran 

DUBAI (R) — United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Saltan Al 
Nahayan sent a letter Sunday to 
Iranian President Akbar Hashe- 
. mi Rafisanjani on relations be- 
tween tbeir two states, locked in a 
dispute over three strategic Gulf 
islands. The official Emir ates 
News Agency said the letter was 
delivered by the United Arab 
Emirates ambassador in Tehran 
to Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati. Mr. Velayad 
toured Gulf Arab states last week 
to try to improve his .country’s 
ties with its neighbours and deli- 
vered a letter from Mr. Rafsan- 
jani to Sheikh Zayed during his 
stop in the UAE. Mr. Velayati 
said after his talks in the UAE 
that he and officials had agreed to 
resume talks to settle the dispute. 

Iran rejects Kuwaiti 
criticism 

NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
newspaper attacked Kawait Son- 
day for calling Iran an expansion- 
ist state, saying such criticism was 
inspired by the United States. 
“Such foolish and unwarranted 
utterances from the official 
Kuwait News Agency is at die 
instance and instigation of a fore- 
ign hand.” Tehran's Kayhan In- 
ternational said about comments 
published by KUNA on May 25. 
“Kuwait is Washington's protege, 
and the needle of suspicion points 
to America, whose anti-Iran, or 
rather anti-Islamic stance is dear- 
ly reflected in hs Middle East 
poiicy.” KUNA, in a report on 
the arrival of Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati for a 
two-day stay, urged Iran to solve 
its disputes with Gulf Arab neigh- 
bours and end what it called 
expansionism and infiltration into 
neighbouring states. 

Union urges mercy 
for Egyptian militants 

®CAIRO (R_) — Egypt’s en- 
gineers’ syndicate, dominated by 
Muslim fundamentalists, has 
urged President Hosni Mubarak 
to reduce 22 dead) and 59 prison 
sentences passed on Muslim mili- 
tants by mil miry courts. The 
syndicate said it was making the 
appeal on die occasion of Mon- 
day's Feast of Sacrifice, which 
marks the climax of the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca and is a time 
when rulers traditionally show 
clemency to prisoners. “The free- 
doms committee of the engineers' 
syndicate appeals to Your Excel- 
lency to use your powers and 
authority to reduce die sentences 
passed on defendants in the cases 
which have been tried by military 
|l courts, since they are your sons 
w and the sons of beloved Egypt,” 
the letter to Mr. Mubarak said. 
The letter, a copy of which was 
sent to Reuters Saturday night, 
added: “Reducing the sentences 
will encourage the nation to come 
together and unite to confront its 
enemies’ designs.” 

Pakistan arrests 3 
drug smugglers 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
customs officials arrested three 
people Sunday after they tried to 
smuggle two kilogrammes of he- 
roin aboard a flight to Britain, the 
official APP news agency said. 
Acting on a tip-off, customs offi- 
cials found the heroin hidden in a 
a secret compartment of a briefcase 
carried by a 17-year-old as he 
tried to board a flight to Man- 
chester. Two Pakistani accom- 
plices were arrested soon after in 
a nearby hotel, APP said. Cus- 
toms officials said the youth was 
part of a ring alleged to be run by 
a Pakistani shopowner in Man- 
chester, APP said. 

Rebels attack Sri 
Lankan army post 

COLOMBO (R) — About 300 
Tamil rebels, half of them women 

dressed in blue military fatigues, 
attacked an army post in eastern 
Sri Lanka, killing five soldiers, a 
witness and military sources said 
Sunday. Four soldiers were 
wounded in Saturday’s attack on 
the 20-member garrison guarding 
the village of Jayanthiyaya in the 
Batticaloa district, military 
% sources said. One of the injured 
soldiers, LG- Gnaaratne, said 
from his hospital bed that about 
300 rebels were involved in the 
attack which broke a month-long 
lull m rebel strikes. 


Two million perform Haj 


Combined agency dispatches 

UP TO TWO million Muslims 
gathered at Mount Arafat in 
Saudi Arabia Sunday for the cli- 
max of the annual Haj pilgrim- 
age, mostly unaware of bitter 
exchanges between Iran and the 
Saudi guardians of Islam’s holiest 
shrines. 

Pilgrims said the vast majority 
of their number appeared to 
know nothing about a war of 
words that broke out after con- 
servative Saudi Arabia barred 
Iranian pilgrims from bolding an 
anti-Western rally on Thursday. 

Preoccupied with their devo- 
tions, pilgrims covered in seam- 
less white robes spent the night in 
air-conditioned tents at Mena, 
one of the main steps of the 
pilgrimage. 

At dawn on Sunday, they 
started their ascent to nearby 
Mount Arafat where the Prophet 
Mohammad delivered his 
farewell sermon 1,400 years ago. 

In a live broadcast on Saudi 
television, they chanted in un- 
ison: “Lubayk...Allahoma 
Lubayk... la Shareek Lak (I have 
answered your call, oh God, here 


I am. TTiere is no God but you)." 

The pilgrims said Saudi secur- 
ity forces surrounded Iran’s Haj 
headquarters on the outskirts of 
Mecca Thursday to abort the rally 
in an operation so discreet and 
well-executed that hardly anyone 
in Mecca was aware of it. 

This drew harsh criticism from 
Iran's Shi' he Muslim rulers — a 
tirade unmatched since bloody 
dashes in 1987 between Iranian 
pilgrims and Saudi security forces 
in which more than 400 people 
died in central Mecca. 

Despite the rhetoric, Iran's 
120,000 pilgrims have remained 
peaceful. But Tehran Radio said 
students at Tehran University on 
Sunday held a campus demon-, 
strati on condemning the Saudi 
ban which they said in a state- 
ment would “lead to nothing bat 
discord and dispute among Mus- 
lims." 

The radio said the students 
marched around the campus 
chanting anti-U.S. slogans and 
reciting parts of a message by 
Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei criticising the Saudi 
ban. 

Saudi officials say about one 


million Muslims, 43 per cent of 
them women, have travelled to 
the kingdom to join another mil- 
lion Saudi citizens and residnets 
working m the oil-rich state in 
performing this year’s Haj. 

The Iranians, dressed like all 
the Hajis in seamless white robes, 
blended with the rest of the 
throngs atop Mount Arafat, 
where all prayed in unison. 

The ritual climaxes the Haj, 
which emulates steps of the 
Prophet Mohammad 1413 years 
ago by the Islamic calendar. 

By sunset, the pilgrims trek 
back to Mecca via the plane of 
Mina, symbolically stoning the 
devil along the way by throwing 
pebbles at three special pillars. In 
Mecca, they visit the Grand Mos- 
que and circumambulate its 
Kaaba. ; 

At dawn Monday, they will 
slaughter sheep and start the 
three-day ‘Eid Al Adha in com- 
memoration of Prophet Abra- 
him's offering Of his son to God. 

Prince Majed, a brother of 
King Fahd supervising die rituals, 
said die Haj proceeded “in excel- 
lent condition," and the security 
situation was “very calm, with 


nothing whatsoever disturbing 
it.” 

General Ahmad Ben Moham- 
mad Bilal, director of Saudi 
security, said there were no traf- 
fic congestion or other major 
obstacles in moving the pilgrims 
atop Mount Arafat. 

A leading Saudi cleric 
codemned use of terrorism to 
spread Islam as he preached atop 
Mount Arafat. 

“Never ever was terrorism a 
facet of the call to the faith, or a 
means to it,” said Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz Ben Abdullah Al Sheikh, a 
member of the Supreme Council 
of Ulemas, or religious theolo- 
gians in the kingdom. 

“The call to Allah is one of 
sincerity, patience, honesty and 
keenness over unity of the word 
and harmony and unifying of the 
hearts," Sheikh Abdul Aziz said. 

Muslims should be one nation, 
and not as seen today Muslims 
destroying Muslims, he said, 
warning that enemies of Islam use 
“the weak of spirit” among them 
for their own objectives. 

The sermon was channelled by 
Saudi satellite to various parts of 
the Muslim World. 


Israelis kill two, 
rocket Gaza homes 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) 
— Israeli troops hunting for 
Palestinian activists killed two 
Palestinians and fired anti-tank 
missiles at evacuated houses in 
the occupied Gaza Strip Sunday, 
Palestinian and Israeli security 
sources said. 

“The army surrounded a few 
houses (in Gaza City) and started 
rocketing them and killed two 
members of the Qassem (military 
wing of the Islamic movement 
Hamas) and captured one,” a 
security source said. He gave no 
further details. 

Palestinian residents said the 
army serled off a Northern Gaza 
neighbourhood early on Sunday 
and evacuated and rocketed ab- 
out 10 bouses. 

Roofs and building: stones 
could be seen flying through the 
air, they said. An army helicopter 
hovered over the scene. 

Three Hamas men, members 
of Qassem, refused to come out 
of one of tbfe bouses and ex- 
changed fire with Israeli troops 
from 8 ‘30 a-m. (0530 GMT) to 4 
p.m. (0100 GMT). Troops even- 
tually killed two of the Hamas 


men in the gtmfight, the Palesti- 
nians said. They did not know 
what happened to the third man. 

Palestinians named the dead 
men as Rayed Al Hal lak of Gaza 
City and. Ibrahim Ashur of 
Rafeh. They said the third man's 
name was Mohammad Syam. 

Earlier Sunday, Jewish settlers 
shoit and wounded two Palesti- 
nian women and a three-year-old 
boy in the occupied West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

The army said masked Palesti- 
nians had stoned the settler be- 
fore they opened fire. They were 
walking to pray at Hebron’s 
Machpela Cave, site of the Tomb 
of the Patriarchs sacred to both 
Jews and Muslims. 

Doctors at Alia Hospital in 
Hebron said the two women were 
shot and the boy was wounded by 
bullet fragments. They were m 
moderate condition. 

On Friday, unknown assailants 
stabbed to death a Jewish semi- 
nary student on his way to pray at 
Machpela Cave. 

The streets of Hebron were 
deserted Sunday, a Reuter photo- 
grapher in the town said. 


Rabin says coalition 
crisis is near an end 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said he hoped to resolve a month- 
long government crisis at an 
emergency cabinet session called 
for Sunday night. 

“I hope the willingness shown 
by Shas and Meretz (two coali- 
tion parties in dispute) to find a 
solution to the crisis will find 
expression by this evening," Mr. 
Rabin told Israel Radio before 
the first of two cabinet sessions 
Sunday. 

Mr. Rabin had said his govern- 
ment would be weakened and 
Middle East peace talks disrupted 
if the ultrarrefigious Shas carried 
out a threat to quit the govern- 
ment. 

Shas wants the outspokenly 
secular head of the dovish Meretz 
Party Shulamit Aloni out of her 
job as education minister. 

Mr. Rabin did not say how he 
would settle the row. Political 
sources said it was likely to end in 
a cabinet reshuffle. 

Without the six-member Shas, 
Mr. Rabin would be left with only 
a 61 majority in the 120-member 
parliament, based on backing 


from five Arab legislators who 
are not in the cabinet. 

That could prevent Mr. Rabin 
from malting the bold moves he 
needs to make at the peace table. 

“This is a crisis that has nothing 
to do with the main issues which 
the government has set as nation- 
al goals to achieve,” Mr. Rabin 
told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Rabin faces a possible 
walkout by Shas’ senior minister, 
Aryeh Deri, who has threatened 
anew to resign unless Ms. Aloni is 
denied the education post. 

The feud has little to do with 
peace efforts. It stems from a 
longstanding cultural chasm be- 
tween Israel’s . powerful ultra- 
religious minority and the coun- 
try’s secular majority. 

Shas* spiritual leader and for- 
mer chief Sephardic Rabbi Ova- 
diah Yosef demanded Ms. Alo- 
ni’s ouster in early May after Ms. 
Aloni was quoted as recommend- 
ing that Mr. Rabin not say a 
prayer while attending a war 
memorial at the site of the Ao- 

(Coatinucd on page 3) 


Majali’s appointment signals Jordan’s 
continued commitment to peace talks 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — King Hussein, 
angry at growing opposition in 
Jordan to Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, has renewed his commit- 
ment to the U.S.-brokered 
Middle East peace process. 

Officials said the King, who 
swore in bis chief negotiator as 
head of a caretaker govern- 
ment on Saturday, was sending a 
strong signal to pan- Arabists, 
leftists and Muslim radicals 
who reject the talks. 

He was, they added, particu- 
larly keen to prevent the peace 
rallrg becoming an issue in Jor- 
dan’s November general elec- 
tion — the first multi-party 
parliamentary poll since 1957. 

“We shall continue striving 
to achieve the comprehensive 
and undivided peace hoping 
that the efforts of the enemies 
of peace wherever they are 
found will not succeed in des- 
troying the chances for achiev- 
ing it," the King told Abdul 
Salam Al Majati when he took 
over as prime minister Satur- 
day. 

The peace talks, launched 
with great fanfare in Madrid in 
October 1991, have produced 
few concrete results — spark- 
ing calls for Israel’s Arab foes 
to leave the negotiating table. 

In Jordan, many groups, in- 
cluding the Muslim Brother- 
hood, which holds the biggest 
angle bloc in Parliament, have 
made opposition to the talks a 
key issue ahead of the election. 

But the appointment of Dr. 
Majali highlights the King’s 


commitment to the peace pro- 
cess ahead of a new round of 
negotiations in Washington in 
June. 

“The formation of this gov- 
ernment means a total focus on 
the peace process and the 
ongoing talks,” wrote Al Dus- 
tour newspaper .columnist 
Saleh Qallab Sunday. “Select- 
ing Majali means giving the 
peace option a new boost.” 

Officials said they expected 
little change from the policies 
of the previous government of 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, in- 
cluding Jordan's adherence to 
wide-ranging economic re- 
forms and efforts to improve 
ties with Gulf Arab states. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 

Mr. Ben Shaker and his 
cabinet, almost half of whom 
will run in the elections, res- 
igned Saturday. 

Officials say the new prime 
minister, relying on the experi- 
ence be has gained in the nego- 
tiations so far. will play an 
active role in the peace folks. 

In an unusual move, he will 
also bold the foreign affairs 
portfolio. 

This, officials add, mil en- 
able him to take immediate 
decisions needed by Jordan's 
team in what is expected to be 
a key phase of the negotia- 
tions. 

Delegates have complained 
in private that on many occa- 
sions they were left without 
dear instructions and lacked 


adequate logistical support, 

Jordan and Israel are, they 
say, close to agreement on a 
joint draft accord outlining the 
principles of a settlement — 
the most visible sign of prog- 
ress yet in the folks which also 
involve Syria, Lebanon and a 
Palestinian delegation. 

But agreement on that has 
been stalled by deadlock over 
interim self-rule plan for 
Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

In Tel Aviv, Israel's chief 
negotiator Sunday wished Dr. 
Majali success arid hailed him 
as a man committed to Middle 
East peace. 

Cabinet secretary Eliakim 
Rubinstein, speaking to repor- 
ters after the government's 
weekly meeting, welcomed the 
appointment of Dr. Majali. 

“We have had differences of 
opinions but he was always fair 
and diplomatic. He is a true 
Jordanian diplomat and he is 
strongly committed to the 
peace process,” said Mr. 
Rubinstein, who also serves as 
bead of Israel's peace negotia- 
tions team with Jordan and the 
Palestinians. 

“We wish him success in his 
new post. It is very pleasant to 
work with him,” Mr. Rubin- 
stein said. 

Officials and diplomats say 
Dr. Majali’s professionalism 
and negotiating skills over the 
past 18 months have won him 
the respect of bis Israeli coun- 
terparts and the Palestinian de- 
legation attending the talks in a 
joint team with Jordan. 


Friends praise him as 
courageous, efficient and pa- 
tient. But opponents say the 
British-educated physician 
from a large southern tribe is 
arrogant and authoritarian. 

Dr. Majali will rely on peace 
talks delegate Jawad Al Anani 
to prepare for the negotiations. 
Dr. Anani 'has been named 
minister of state for prime min- 
isterial affairs. 

Talal Al Hassan, minister of 
state for foreign affairs, will 
handle the day-to-day running 
of foreign affairs. 

But officials say that unlike 
Mr. Ben Shaker, who steered a 
cautious course. Dr. Majali is 
blunt speaker and can be ex- 
pected to answer opponents of 
the peace talks head-on. 

On the election front, at 
least 17 recently legalised poli- 
tical parties will contest the 
November poll. 

Officials and diplomats say 
Dr. Majali is well placed to 
push through changes to the 
Kingdom’s Election Law — 
opposed by the Brotherhood 
as a threat to its power base. 
The creation of a post of minis- 
ter of state for legal affairs, 
they add, is a signal that 
changes in the law were likely. 

On the diplomatic front. Dr. 
Majali remained publicly neut- 
ral during the 1990 Gulf crisis 
while most of Jordan sympath- 
ised with Iraq. 

This, officials say, leaves 
him more room for manoeuvre 
as Jordan tries to mend ties 
with the rich Arab states of the 
Gulf — particularly Saudi Ara- 
bia. 



Die Cabinet oT Prime Minister Abdul Sabun Majali holds its first session Sunday (Petra photo) 

New Cabinet adopts plan of action 


AMMAN (Petra) — The new 
government of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Ai Majali held its 
first meeting Sunday during 
which Cabinet members had a 
comprehensive review of the con- 
tents of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s letter of designation. 

The letter contained general 
outlines for the government’s 
strategy and plan of work at the 
domestic and external levels. 

The Cabinet also reviewed Dr. 
Majali’s written reply to the King 
in which he pledged total com- 
pliance with the royal directives, 
stressing that the government 
would work in concert with a 
view to achieving the highest 
objectives and will ensure equal- 
ity for all citizens in rights and 
obligations during its mandate. 

Addressing the Cabinet, Dr. 
Majali stressed the common prin- 
ciples which all government de- 
partments should uphold and re- 


spect to serve the highest national 
goals and protect national in- 
terests. 

The cabinet approved several 
measures pertaining on internal 
affairs and endorsed an action 
plan. 

It was also announced that the 
new ministers and their counter- 
parts in the outgoing cabinet will 
hold separate meetings to ex- 
change views on matters related 
to tneir respective administra- 
tions and for the handover of all 
plans and ideas of the former 
government. 

A Cabinet statement said that 
this measure was needed to 
guarantee the smooth resumption 
of government business once the 
‘Eid Al Adha holiday is over and 
departments re-open for normal 
business on Saturday. 

Also Sunday, Dr. Majali and 
his colleagues in the new govern- 
ment were visited by representa- 


tives of public and private orga- 
nisations. 

Outgoing Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker and former 
Cabinet members as well as the 
speakers of Parliament, deputio 
and former government mtnistcn» 
and secretanes-general of various 
ministers were among those who 
visited the Prime Ministry. 

Also calling were heads of the 
Civil Department, trade and pro- 
fessional unions, presidents of 
Jordanian universities, tribal 
leaders, and representatives of 
Muslim and Christian communi- 
ties and Palestinians refugee 
camps along with heads of Arab 
and foreign diplomatic missions 
in Jordan. 

The prime minister and his 
colleagues willbe available Mon- 
day, the first day of ‘Eid Al 
Adha, until noon to receive visi- 
tors. 


Khartoum 
rejects plan 
for rebel 
‘safe havens’ 

KHARTOUM (R) — The 
Sudanese government will not 
agree to the creation of ‘safe 
havens' in the insurgency-bit 
south, the state news agency 
SUNA reported Sunday. 

It quoted Foreign Minister 
Hussem Abu Salih as telling U.S. 
Ambassador Donald Petterson 
that Sudanese could resolve their 
own problems through dialogue 
and the government rejects any 
attempt to internationalise the 
problem in southern Sudan. 

Mr. Petterson relumed recent- 
ly from Nairobi, Kenya where he 
met the two main factions of the 
rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA). He also visited 
parts of the south. 

He was reported to have dis- 
cussed with the SPLA the setting 
up of “safe havens” to enable 
voluntary organisations and Un- 
ited Nations agencies to deliver 
food and medicine to needy peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Abu Salih told Mr. Petter- 
son the government was keen to 
continue negotiations with the 
rebels. SUNA said. 

The government and SPLA 
met in the Nigerian capital Abuja 
on April 26 for peace talks but 
after three weeks of discussions 
they agreed on little more than a 
pledge to meet again. 

Dispute over mosque 

In Cairo, the religious wing of 
Sudan’s main opposition move- 
ment has appealed to supporters 
to pray at home on Monday's 
feast of sacrifice because the Isla- 
mic government has seized their 
mosque in Omdurman. 

Die government said on Thurs- 
day it was taking control of the 
Khalifa Mosque and the Tomb of 
the Mahdi, who led a nationalist 
revolt last century, to prevent the 
opposition using them for politic- 
al activities. 


Muslim fundamentalists 
enter Yemen government 


SANAA (AP) — Four members 
of the Muslim fundamentalists Al 
Islah party were appointed to a 
new, 29-membcr cabinet Sunday, 
entering government for the first 
time after making a strong show- 
ing in parliamentary elections. 

The appointments marked a 
broadening of the ruling coalition 
in the country, ruled since 1990 
by the Conservative General Peo- 
ple's Congress (GPC) and the 
leftist Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP). 

Prime Minister Haider Abu 
Bakr Al Attas, a Socialist, hand- 
ed Al Islah politicians the port- 
folios of local administration, 
supply and commerce, health and 
religious endowments. 

The number of cabinet port- 
folios was cut from 35 to 29 and 
the YSP now has only half as 
many ministries as in the last 
government. 

The new cabinet included nine 
YSP members including the pre- 


mier. and 16 conservatives. The 
two parties kept the key port- 
folios of foreign affairs, defence, 
interior, industry and oil. with 
some reshuffling and some new 
faces. 

Although Mr. Islah got only 
four ministries, its leader has 
been elected speaker of parlia- 
ment. 

The party seeks the introduc- 
tion of Islamic law as the basis for 
legislation. It also has demanded 
the closure of a beer factory in 
Aden and a slowing of Wester- 
nisation. 

Al Islah, led by prominent 
northern tribal leader Sheikh 
Abdullh Hussain Al Ahmar and 
fiery Muslim preacher Abdul Mu- 
jeed Al Zindani. emerged strong 
from the first multi-party elec- 
tions held April 27. securing 63 of 
the 301 parliamentary seats. 

That was seven seats more than- 
the 56 secured bv the YSP 


Upon the Occasion of 
EID Al -ADHA 



ARAB BANK 

is honoured to convey to 
HIS MAJESTY »G HU53E3SI 
and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 
Its most cordial wishes and greetings 




IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 


Access Phis International Ltd. is a Canadian firm having offices world-wide. We are pleased lo be in Amman 
to assist you to immigrate to Canada under the following categories : 

ENTREPRENEUR : You may qualify if you are a Businessman. Contractor, Investor, or Trader and have 
a total networth of USS250,0OG. No investment or transfer required before obtaining immigration visa. 
OCCUPATIONS : Priority demand tor Accountants, Auditors, Bankers Engineers. System Analysis. 
Computer Programers, Occupational Physio & other Therapists. Chefs & Cooks, Dental Hygienists. 
Psychologists, Executive Secretaries, Construction & Machinery Mechanics. 

For more details contact ■. Mr. B. Kassel. President 

Access Plus International Ltd. Amman Marriott Hotel (Room 921) Tel ; 660100 
(Interviews from May 31 to June 3, 1993 by prior appointment only) 


Head Office : 6 Cyrus Court Nepean. Ont. Canada K2H 9C9. Tel : (613) 596-0000. Fa* : (613) 726-8127 
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fubarak never said cleric 
as CIA agent — paper 


CAIRO (Agencies) — An Egyp- 
:ian newspaper apologised pro- 
fusely Sunday for quoting Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak as saying 
"hat Muslim militant leader 
Shaikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
'•(hC lives in the United States , 
v.’as a Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy (CIA) agent. 

•” Mahfouz AI Ansari, editor of 
2A Oomhuria, said in a front- 
page article that a report last 
Thursday had been wrong to 
quote Mr. Mubarak as telling 
editors that Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man still received a CIA salary 
and had been given a visa to the 
Unired States because of his in- 
telligence work. 


Sheikh Abdul Rahman is spir- 
itual leader of militants waging a 
jlent campaign to overthrow 
Mr. Mubarak and has been link- 
ed with February’s carbomb 
attack on the World Trade Cen- 
tre in New York. 

• *Mr. Ansari made no apology 
for Egyptian suspicions that 
Washington was hiding the truth 
about Sheikh Abdul Rahman and 
said many articles in U.S. and 
European newspapers suggested 
he had in fact worked for the 
CIA. 



Sheikh Omar Abdul Rphman 


'"A confusion happened and a 
■mistake was made,” Mr. Ansari 
.wrote. ‘T attributed these com- 
ments to the president but in fact 
'they came in the analysis, ex- 
planations and information which 
the editors put before the presi- 
dent, quoting American news- 
papers and media." 

It would be very embarrassing 
'for Egypt if Mr. Mubarak openly 
accused the United States of sup- 
porting Sheikh Abdul Rahman. 
■The United States is Egypt's most 
.Important ally end gives it more' 
' than 32 billion a year in aid. 
r "Egyptian offiicals, struggling to 
-end militant gun and bomb 
-attacks that have killed 75 people 
‘and devastated Egypt's tourist 
industry since March last year, 
have complained for months that 
-the United States has been too 
. welcoming to the blind preacher. 
** • Sheikh Abdul Rahman, tried 
but acquitted of blessing the 
■ Assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981, left Egypt in 1989 
.’'and spent a year in • Pakistan, 
•■main base for Afghan guerrillas 
-'during the 1980s, before moving 
to New Jersey. 

m% . The officials believe that- the 
. militant groups in Egypt are 
largely directed by men who 
fought alongside the rebels 
-against the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment in Kabul. The biggest 
groups were based in Pakistan, 
armed by the United States and 


financed by Gulf oil states. 

The war ended in victory for 
the rebels a year ago and Arab 
guerrillas turned their attention 
to Islamic revolution at home, 
particularly in Algeria and Egypt. 

Mr. Ansari’s original report 
Thursday gave a full and direct 
quotation from Mr. Mubarak, 
and Al Ahram Al Massa'i, the 
evening edition of Egypt’s most 
respected daily, also said the 
president named Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman as a U.S. agent. 

“The president was" asked ab- 
out the story of Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman. He said: ‘Let 
him stay there (the United 
States). He went on American 
television and attacked me, even 
insulted me. This was the first 
time I had seen him. 

‘T did not reply to him. The 
sheikh has been an agent of the 
American intelligence apparatus 
since the days of Afghanistan. He 
went to Peshawar and spoke ab- 
out holy struggle. He gets a con- 
tinuing salary and the ‘visa’ which 
he obtained was not issued by 
mistake. It was because he had 
performed specific services. 


“The president only stressed 
his keenness to maintain good 
relations with all countries includ- 
ing the United States.” 

At another point, Mr. Ansari 
said Mr. Mubarak emphasised 
that Cairo and Washington 
“maintain strong and firm rela- 
tionship” and that he and U.S. 
President BiU Clinton developed 
“a great understanding" dining a 
recent visit Mr. Mubarak made to 
Washington'. 

However, Mr. Ansari provided 
no direct quotes by Mr. Mubar- 
ak. 

Mr. Mubarak held two meet- 
ings Wednesday to observe 
Media Day, an annual govern- 
ment celebration of Egyptian 
journalists. Around 600 people 
attended one session, selected 1 
editors, commentators and intel- 
lectuals the other. 


On such occasions Cairo's nor- 
mally uncensored media are held 
closely to guidelines on what to 
report. After Wednesday's gener- 
al session, for instance. Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat Al Sherif 
briefed journalists on which of 
the president's comments should 
be reported. 

Mr. Ansarfs unbylined article 
said the purported comments ab- 
out Sheildi Abdul Rahman's ser- 
vices to the CIA were from the 
session with senior journalists. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, who 
has lived in the United States 
since 1990, has been tried and 
acquitted three times in Egypt on 
Muslim extremist charges. 

Suspects in the World Tirade 
Centre bombings have worship- 
ped at a New Jersey mosque 
where Sheikh Abdul Rahman is a 
preacher. 

Despite denials in Cairo and 
Washington, Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man's presence in the United 
States is thought to be an irritant 
in close U.S.-32gyptmn relations. 


“There is a dispute between 
American intelligence and the 
internal security apparatus. They 
are trying to deport him but if he 
confesses in court that he pro- 
vided services to America they 
will let him stay. This is his 
story," the newspaper report 
said. 

The morning edition of Al 
Ahram on Saturday quoted U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher as denying Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman was employed by the 
CIA. 

Mr. Ansari said Mr. Mubarak 
refrained from getting involved in 
the discussions on the sheikh. 


“There is a doud, definitely," 
political commentator Moham- 
mad Sid Ahmad, whose politics 
are left of centre, said Saturday. 

He told the Associated Press 
that Egypt feels the Clinton admi- 
nistration is less supportive of its 
problems or the Middle East 
peace process than previous 
administrations. 

And about Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man, he said, “There have been 
misunderstandings, misinter- 
pretations and mutual recrimina- 
tions." 

But presidential spokesman 
Mohammad Abdul Moneim said 
Mr. Mubarak’s relations with the 
Clinton administration are “very 
strong, ...excellent." 


Syria denies 
barring 
Jewish 
emigration 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria, 
denying that it obstructs Jewish 
emigration, said Sunday that 
departures had been checked 
by the hardships migrants 
faced abroad. 

“Many Jews have decided to 
stay home in Syria because of 
the discouraging experiences 
of their friends," said the offi- 
cial newspaper Tishreen. 

Some Jewish emigrants are 
even thinking of returning, it 
said. 

American Jewish organisa- 
tions and the U.S. government 
complained last week that Jew- 
ish emigration from Syria, 
made possible bya change of 
regulations in 1992, had been 
choked off again. 

Syria had about 4,000 Jews 
in 1991. According to U.S. 
estimates 2,600 left last year 
when Damascus, in response 
to American pleas, dropped a 
rule that family members could 
not travel abroad at the same 
time. 

American Jewish groups say 
the one-at-a-time rule was 
reimposed this year. 

Tishreen said the latest com- 
plaint over the issue was “a 
false accusation launched by 
the Zionist lobby." 

“There has been no altera- 
tion in travel procedures. Sy- 
rian Jews are citizens who en- 
joy all the rights of other Sy- 
rians." 

Syrian Jews who went re- 
cently to die United States, 
Canada and Venezuela faced 
great difficulties, Tishreen 
said. 

“The Jewish migrants were 
badly frustrated because they 
did not find work in the United 
States. Some who had prac- 
tised medicine in Damascus for 
dozens of years found their 
credentials were not accepted 
and were not allowed to prac- 
tise. 

“Even Syrian Jewish 
businessmen who dosed their 
stores in Damascus and Alep- 
po were still unemployed 
(abroad), in contrast with the 
excellent livings they had in 
Syria," .Tishreen said. _ 

None of die Syrian Jews had 
immigrated to Israel, the paper 
said. “Their contacts at home 
are unbroken and some are 
thinking of coming bade.” 


Kuwait says more troops to deploy on Iraq 


KUWAIT (R) — Greek, Ar- 
gentinian and Bangladeshi troops^ 
wiD deploy along the Kuwait-Iraq 
border in the next few weeks to 
help the United Nations guaran- 
tee the recently demarcated land- 
and-sea frontier, a Kuwaiti offi- 
cial said. 

Suleiman Al Sfaaheen, Foreign 
Ministry under-secretary, said in 
a statement to the official Kuwait 
News Agnecy (KUNA) Saturday: 

“A week military team, as 
well as technicians and soldiers 
from Argentina and Bangladesh, 
will arrive in Kuwait in the next 

few weeks to help in the imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions 
regarding the demarcation of the 


border.” 

The statement did not say how 
many troops would be sent. 

The U.N. Security Council 
Thursday issued a new guarantee 
of the international border be- 
tween Kuwait and Iraq, saying in 
a unanimous resolution that the 
decisions of a U.N. boundary 
commission which recently com- 
pleted its work were final. 

Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 
1990 and claimed it as its 19th 
province. A U.S. -backed alliance 
of Western and Arab armies 
drove out Iraqi troops in Febru- 
ary 1991. 

The U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Obser- 
ver Mission (UNIKOM), which 


has 247 lightly-armed military 
observers stationed in the de- 
militarised zone along the -07- 
kilometre land border, said it had 
had no official notice of the im- 

said UNIKOM 
was still waiting for a mechanised 
battalion of 775 soldiers and sup- 
port staff the U.N. Security 
Council decided in February to 
send to reinforce UNlKOM's 
observer mission. 

The U.S. earlier this year de- 
cided to extend UNlKOM's man- 
date to permit it to fake physical 
action to prevent small-scale in- 
cursions into the demilitarised 
zone. 


Media reports hjve said te 
775 reinforcements had not been 
sent because no country had ex- 
orcised readiness to provide Ute 
units But the UNIKOM spokes- 
man said: "Nothing has been 
dropped, we are still waiting for 
the battalion." _ 

The spokesman sanl he couW 
not aav if the reported arrivals 
constituted the UNIKOM rtrjh 
forcements mandated by the 

U.N. 

Kuwait also says 620 national 
who went missing during the oa- 
sis are in Iraq, along with up to 
•>00 third country nationals wno 
had been living in Kuwait. Iraq 
denies holding any Kuwaitis. 


Resistance fires rockets at ‘security 
zone, 9 Israel, allies shell village 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
) — Israeli and allied 
pounded a South Leba- 
non ridge on Sunday after 
guerrillas fired rockets at a 
militia post, security sources 


They said seven Katyusha 
rockets targeted the South 
Lebanon Anny (SLA) position 
at Sojoud hill on the edge of 
Israel's self-styled “security 
zone.” 

SLA and Israeli gunners re- 
taliated by firing more than 50 
heavy artillery shells into Iqlim 
AI Toufah, a mountainous 
ridge to the north where pro- 
Iranian HizboUah guerrillas 
are active. 

There were no reports of 
casualties in the exchanges. 

Guerrillas have in recent 


weeks stepped up their attacks 
on Israeli and SLA forces in 
the 15-kilometre deep zone, 
killing two Israeli soldiers and 
four militiamen this month.. 

Sources said none of die 
SLA militiamen manning the 
Sojoud position was hurt in 
Sunday's attack. 

HizboUah released a state- 
ment claiming responsibility 
for Sunday’s attack on Sujod. 
The communique said “a large 
number of enemy soldiers were 
killed or wounded.” 

HizboUah, which tike Iran 
has vowed to sabotage the 
U.S.-sponsored Arab-Israeli 
peace process, is the principal 
among several Palestinian and 
Lebanese groups engaged in a 
guerrilla warfare to dislodge 
Israel from the " ‘security 


zone.” 

Hizbollah’s operations have 
escalated in the south since the 
ninth round of Arab-Israeli 
peace calks opened in 
Washington April 20. The 
talks, which ended three weeks 
later, failed to produce a 
breakthrough. 

At least 37 people have been 
killed and 123 wounded in 
South Lebanon hostilities this 
year, which have included 15 
Israeli air strikes and a naval 
attack. 

Israel carved out the 1,100- 
square* kilometre security zone 
in 1985 to shield its northern 
towns from cross-border guer- 
rilla attacks. 

The zone is routinely patrol- 
led by 1.500 Israeli troops and 
3,000 SLA militiamen. 


4 prisoners freed from Khiai 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Four 
Shiite Muslim detainees were 
freed from a prison inside brad's 
self-styled “security zone" Sun- 
day security sources said. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the four 
men were handed over to the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in early after- 
noon. 


helps the 1,500 Israeli troops that 
police the “security zone.” 

The Shiite Muslim, Syrian- 
backed Amal militia said May 17 
that the previous releases came 
after the party had allowed the 
ICRC tto examine the bodies of 
two Israeli soldiers the group 
claimed it held. 


Alsheikh were captured Feb. 17, 
1986, when Lebanese guerrillas 
ambushed their patrol in the 
‘‘security zone." Israel says it has 
since received information that 
both (tied in captivity. 


No explanation was given for 
the release of Rida Dawi, Ali 
Kassem, Mohammad Dawi and 
Mnfid BarakaL, which brought to 
25 the number of detainees dis- 
charged from the Khftun prison 
since March 23. 


But autopsy results announced 
Thursday by the Israeli military 
command showed the bodies 
were not- these -of -the -Israeli 
sokfiers. . 


Arad, who was captured Oct. 
16, 1986, after his jet was shot 
down over South Lebanon, is 
believed held by Iranian Revolu- 
tionary Guards based in east 
Lebanon. 


Some 300, mainly Lebanese 
Shiites,. are held at Khiam. 


Israel’s surrogate 3,000-strong 
ray (SLA) 


Sooth Lebanon Army 
militia guards the prison and 


brad has been seeking the 
.return of.six servicemen missing 
in Lebanon. All bat one, Ron 
Arad, are believed dead. 

Zachary Baumel, Zvi Feldman 
and Yehuda Katz disappeared 
June 11, 1982, tthe fifth day of 
brad's invasion of Lebanon. 
Yossi Fink and Rahamim 


The Iranian-backed HizboUah, 
which claimed the abduction of 
Fink and Alsheikh, has deman- 
ded die release of all the Khiam 
prisoners in exchange for the 
corpses. 


The SLA says at least 12 of its 
militiamen are held by HizboUah 
and has demanded that they be 
included in any swap accord. 


Israel 

approves 

Libyan 

pilgrimage 




TEL AVIV (R) — brad said 
Sunday that it would for the first 
time permit a pilgrimage by about 
200 Muslims from Libya, official- 
ly at war with the Jewish state. 

Tourism ministry spokes- 
woman Michal Cohen said the 
pilgrims, now in Cairo, would 
arrive from Egypt by the Rafah 
crossing point to the Israeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

“This is first time that Libyan 
pilgrims are arriving in Israel,” 

Ms. Cohen said. 

She said it was unclear when 
the pilgrims would arrive but the 
ministry was planning for a three- 
day visit, mainly to Muslim holy 
sites. 

Israeli officials played down 
any suggestion of a breakthrough P' 
in relations but hoped the visit, 
arranged by a private tourism 
company, would prompt further 
Muslim pilgrimages from Arab 
countries. 

Israeli newspapers said Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
apparently hoped the gesture 
would improve relations with the 
United States, Israel’s closest 
ally. 

The United States and Britain 
are pressuring Libya to hand over 
for trial two Libyan men sus- 
pected of the 1988 bombing of a 
Pan Am airliner over Scotland. 

“We began it as a retigiotts 
pilgrimage and nothing else." 
Israeli foreign ministry spokes- 
man Eviatar Manor stud. 

"They’ve asked to make a pil- 
grimage to their holy places, in 
Jerusalem. We've always said we 
shall keep open all the religious 
places to all the religions. We are 
keeping to our word,” he said. 

Mr. Manor said Washington 
had not objected to the Libyan 
visit when told about it by th^ 


Israelis. 
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Somalia ’s young suffer combat fatigue 


By Jonathan Ewing 
Reuter 


:i 


MOGADISHU — By day, 
Mohammad is shy and with- 
drawn. By night, he is 
haunted by dreams of death. 

Mohammad is a veteran of 
the two-year war that tore 
Somalia apart, a battle- 
hardened casualty at the ten- 
der age of 12. Once he rode a 
“technical," the battle 
wagons of the Somali civil 
war, machinegun carriers im- 
provised out of jeeps or 
trucks. 

“Clan militias commonly 
included hundreds of boys as 
young as 10 or 12.” said* Jim 
Shanor, a consultant with the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

“Normally these children 
no longer recognise right 
from wrong, and they don’t 
trust anyone." 

Some 30,000 troops from 
more than two dozen coun- 
tries have largely restored 
law and order in Somalia to 
give the people and their 


benefactors a chance to re- 
build the country. 

But very tittle thought has 
yet been given to rehabilitat- 
ing children who, tike Mohm- 
mad, spent the prime of their 
youth looking down the 
sights of an AK-47 assault 
rifle or firing off grenades. 

"We don't see the problem 
as critical yet,” said an offi- 
cial of the U.S. government 
agency USAID, “and have 
made no plans to address 
them here in Somalia." 

Mohammad called what he 
did “work," but doesn’t say 
much more. Everyone knows 
that the technicals lived off 
guarding relief workers by 
day and plundering them and 
their stores at night. 

Mohammad is a lucky one. 
He goes to school. There are 
thousands more who do not 
and whose future looks as 
cloudy as their immediate 
past. 

They hang around road’ 
junctions in gangs to pounce 
upon open trucks and steal 
what they can before melting 


into the dost or to grab sung- 
lasses from the U.N. force 
new policing Somalia. 

The sunglasses can be sold 
in dark alleys for cash to buy 
food, clothes or kat, the 
green leaf drug that most 
Somali males over 11 years 
chew for an immediate 
“high.” 

Almost all of these chil- 
dren witnessed or committed 
violence or fell victim to it. 
Many actually raped or kil- 
led, said Mr. Shanon. 

Most programmes for chil- 
dren in Somalia are for those 
who have settled into dis- 
placement camps like 
Mohammad. 

Those who live outside 
them receive no schooling or 
counseling, said Jamie 
McKindrick of the British 
charity Save the Children. 

Displacement camps are 
grandly named but are little 
more than a group of of 
thatched huts with sheets of 
green plastic for waterproof- 
ing. Meals are provided by 
aid agencies, many of which 


have also organised basic 
schooling. 

Supervision is minimal. 
Those who attend school are 
also those who might be seen* 
r unning and fighting in the 
main Bakara market or other 
crowded thoroughfares in 
Mogadishu. 


NGOs (non-governmental 
organisations), women's 
groups and village eldeTS with 
cultural experts who can go 
into the community and won; 
with the people ” said Mr. 
Shanor. 


“It’s almost Dickensian 
and those who are living on 
tire street are falling into a 
vacuum and they desperately 
need detramnatisation prog- 
rammes and educational 
counseltilng to pul them into 
mainstream society,” said 
Mr. McKindrick. 

The only known programe 
dealing with similarly dis- 
turbed children was de- 


“These teams would set up 
group therapy sessions giving 
those who need help the 


chance to tdl and re- tell their 
experience because mostly 
we find that the cause of such 
trauma is usually linked to 
one specific event.” 

Tracing efforts that woul 
bring families together are 
also important 


vcloped by Dr. Neil Booth- 
y for chidlren in Mozambi- 


eby 

que traumatised by war. 

Dr. Bootheby’s program- 
me used local social systems 
and organisations to go out 
into various communities and 
villages. 

“In Somalia this would 
mean matching indigenous 


“Families are a natural 
support system and the only 
way to treat this kind of 
disorder is by showing the 
child a normal fife. No one is 
tryng to hurt him,” said Mr. 
Shanor. 

For now the children of 
So malia run and play in the 
nibble of their country, im- 
itating their parents and 
peers with sticks that simu- 
late Kalashnikov rifles. 



Young Somali boys used to the rule of the might in 
the country for several years now find themselves 


living through belated trauma of their experience! 
(FBe photo) 1 
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Many react initially to vio- 
lence around them by imitat- 
ing it but longer-term reac- 
tions are spo roadie anti-soda) 


and violent behaviour, said 
Doctor Hussain Mursal of 
Save the Children. 

“These children are the 


future of Somalia and we 
must take care not to let tins 
generation fall through tbe 


cracks." he said. 
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CHURCHES 

51. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfich, 
Tel. RIU740 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Tel. 
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St, Joseph Chun* Tel. 624590. 
Church of (be AunuueurtMa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sa Be Chun* Tel. 661757 
Tcrrasaata Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (be AutmudadcNi Td. 
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AnaKofaw Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 
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Day Saints Td. 823824, 654932. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair and some clouds; wiU 
appear at various altitudes and there 
wil be a dunce for scattered showers 
of nun. Winds will be northwesterly 
moderate in Aqaba winds wiU be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 18 1 27 

Aqaba 26/32 

Deserts 20 *3 

Jordan Valley 22 1 30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 27. Aqaba 54 Humidity readings: 
Amman 32 per cent. Aqua 31 per 
cent. 
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NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 
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Dr. Khalil Mohammad Khabl 740740 

Dr. Mohammad Umran 612232 
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Firas pharmacy - 6619 12 
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Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 
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man* 
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Akjuds pharmacy .................... (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hfefaam Hiyaaat (— ) 

KhaUfch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre — ...637 ill 

Civil Defence Department 661 Ml 

Civil Defence Imxncdraic 

Rescue 630341 

CSvfl Defence Emergency 199 
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Fire Brigade......... 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police ....843402 

Traffic Police - „ 896390 

Public Security Dcparoocsi 630121 

Hotel Complaints 605800 
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Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipal! «y 

Complain tx.._ 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs..-. 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 77411] 


Water Authority .. 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company — .............. 636381 

RJ Right Information 08*53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport...... OB-S320O 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre -81381302 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Amu ... 644281/6 
AkBch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmdsam Hospital 669131 

Unhwshy Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital ......... 667227A 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-AhluAWaH - 664164® 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrcca ....... 777101/3 

AFBasfahr.J. Ashraflch. 775111/26 

Army, Marks — 89161 1/t 5 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224080 

Ami Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovu Hospital ...... (09)983323 


Zaron National Hospital „ (09)900560 
IbnSma Hospital (09)986732 


AJHiki aa Modem Hospital (09)990990 


(02)275555 

Greek Csthofc HospitaJ (02)272275 

BmAlNafccsHuphd (82J247100 

AQABA: 

PrinceisHijaHoqwal — (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information b supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport TcJ. (08)53200-5. where k 
should always be verified. 
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News 


Cabinet profiles 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Following are 
Peonies of the Cabinet ministers 
that were unavailable at press 
time Saturday evening. 
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"■ Mohammad Mahdi A1 Farhan 
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; Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
; ral Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Mohammad Mahdi AJ 
' Farhan was bom at Neiraeh in the 
; Irbid govern -rate in 1936. He 
obtained a bachelor's degree in 
•'economics at the American Uni- 
! versity of Beirut in 1965, worked 
;at the Central Bank of Jordan 

• (CBJ) and obtained master’s and 
! doctorate degrees in economy 
; from Birmingham University. 

• Dr. Farhan served in several posi- 
: dons including Deputy Director 
; of the Jordan Phosphate Mines 

• Company and director General of 
I the Cities and Villages Develop- 
; ment Bank (CVDB) in 1984. He 
- later served as Director General 

of the Social Security Corpora- 
’ tion, Director General of the 
1 Customs Department and Direc- 

• tor General of the Jordanian In- 
. vestments Corporation until his 
; appointment as minister. 


Salameh Hammad 





; Minister of Interior Salameh 

■ Hammad was born in Rmeili, 

- Jizeh district in 1944. He 
I obtained a bachelor's degree in 
: law from Baghdad, a diploma of 
l public administration from Paris 
" and a diploma of local adminis- 
I {ration hum the Sorbone Uni- 
I versity. Before his appointment 
; as minister, Mr. Hammad work- 

■ ed as Ministry of Interior Secret- 
1 ary General from 1989. Mr. 
; Hammad headed a special com- 

• mittee in 1990 to look after the 

! evacuees. He held senior posts at 

; the Ministry of Interior, including 

■ S ub-district governor, district 

- governor of Aqaba, Director of 
' the Nationality and Foreigners 
; Department at the Foreign Mink- 

• tr y. Mr- Hammad supervised the 
; parliamentary elections and 

■ served on the membership of 
’■ several ministerial committees, 

■ such as the Awqaf council and the 

• state property committees. Mr. 
; Hammad was awarded Jordan's 

independence and Kawkab Med- 
als of the Second Order. 


Radi Ibrahim 


Minister of Industry and 
Trade Bassam A! Saket was born 
m Salt in 1944. He received a 
bachelors degree in economics 
and political science from Bagh- 
dad University in 1966. In 1#76 
he obtained a doctorate from 
Oxford University. He assumed 
senior government posts, includ- 
ing Director of Research at the 
Central Bank of Jordan, Director 
of the Royal Scientific Society's 
Economic Department and Eco- 
nomic Adviser to His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
Dr. Saket also served as Director 
General of the Pension Fund, 
Secretary General of the Royal 
Court and Minister of Agricul- 
ture. He was also appointed as 
Chairman of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Jordan Cement Fac- 
tories Company, a post which be 
retained until his appointment 
Saturday. Dr. Saket authored 
several studies and published re- 
search papers on foreign aid to 
Jordan and science and technolo- 
gy in Jordan. He is an active 
member on the boards of various 
economics and educational in- 
stitutions. including the CBJ, the 
World Affairs Council, the Am- 
man National University’s Board 
of Trustees and the Washington- 
based International Development 
Association. 


Minister of Supply Radi Ibra- 
him was bom in Kilem. Irbid in 
1942. He obtained his bachelor's 
degree in commerce from Cairo 
University in 1965. He served as 
Karak governor from 1992, until 
be was named Minister of Supply 
Saturday. Mr. Ibrahim also work- 
ed as Secretary General of the 
Supply Ministry from 1989 until 
1992. He also held senior posts at 
the Ministries of Industry and 
Trade and Supply. Mr. Ibrahim 
was awarded Jordan’s AI Kawkab 
Medal of tbe Third Order. 


Tareq Snheimat 



Khaled AI Omari 








Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Khaled AI 
Omari was born in Deir Yousef in 
Irbid in 1942. He obtained a 
bachelor's degree in mathematics 
from the American University of 
Beirut in 1964, and a doctorate in 
educational management and su- 
pervision in 1977. He worked as a 
teacher of mathematics at the 
Ministry of Education schools, a 
school headmaster and school su- 
pervisor in Maan, Jarash and 
Amman from 1964 to 1974. In 
1977 he was appointed principal 
of Huwwara Community College 
for one year, then joined Yar- 
mouk University as an assistant 
professor at the Faculty of Educa- 
tion. Later Dr. Omari headed the 
Development and Planning De- 
partment. He also became direc- 
tor of Admission and Registra- 
tion and then director of the 
Continuing Education and Com- 
munity Development Depart- 
ment at the university. Later he 
headed the Students Affairs De- 
partment. Dr. Omari was a visit- 
ing scholar of Wisconsin Uni- 
versity in 1986 and later at 
Kuwait University. He served as 
an educational advisor in several 
Arab countries. 



Khaled AI Zoubi 


Minister of Communications 
Tareq Suheimat was bom in 
Karak in 1936. He holds a degree 
in medicine from London. In 
1962 he joined the Armed Forces 
Medical Services. Dr. Suheimat 
established the Kidney Trans- 
plant Unit at Hussein Medical 
Centre, remained its director un- 
til 1987 when he left the Armed 
Forces as a Major General to a 
private clinic. Dr. Suheimat re- 
ceived Jordan's Independence 
and Kawkab Medals of the 
Second Order and the Medal of 
Military Merit of the First Order 
for his medical achievements. 


Minister of State for Legal 
Affairs Khaled AI Zoubi was 
bom in Ramtha in 1944. He 
obtained a bachelor's and mas- 
ter’s degrees from Cairo Uni- 
versity in 1968 and 1970. In 1984, 
he received a doctorate in law 
from Ein Shams University. Dr. 
AI Zoubi worked as Provincial 
Governor at the Interior Ministry 
in 1971 and as a district governor 
at the ministry until 1985. He 
joined the University of Jordan's 
teaching staff and became Assis- 
tant Dean of the Faculty of Law 
and later headed the General 
Law Department for about two 
years. He worked as part-time 
legal consultant at the Foreign 
Ministry from 1985 until 1991. 
Dr. Zoubi authored several 
books on law, including many 
laws and legislations in force at 
the Ministries of Interior and 
Municipal and Rural Affairs. 


Bassam Kakish 


Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Bassam Kakish was born in 
Salt in 1934. He joined the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces in 1951, re- 
ceived masters degree in military 
sciences from Taiwan in 1952, 
served as Commander of the 
Royal Engineering Corp from 
1973-1975 and later served at 
Army Headquarters as Assistant 
to the Army Chief of Staff for 
Planning, and as Inspector 
General of the Armed Forces. He 
retired in 1984 and worked as a 
Director General of the 
Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport 
Company and then President of 
the Jordanian Ports Corporation 
in 1986, later he became Presi- 
dent of die Aqaba Region Au- 
thority. 


Khalaf Hawaii 


Minister of Housing and Pub- 
tic Works Khalaf Hawaii was 
born in Karak in 1941. He gradu- 
ated from Baghdad University 
with a bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering in 1965. He joined 
the Royal Engineering Corp. for 
some time ana worked as a con- 
struction engineer at the Ministry 
of Public Works from 1966 to 
1969. Mr. Hawaii headed the 
Maintenance and Traffic Depart- 
ment at the Ministry of Public 
Works during the period 1973- 
1982. He also served as Director 
of Public Works Departments In 
Karak, Balqa and Amman from 
1982 until 1984. He later was 
named Ministry of Public 
Work 's Undersecretary, a post 
which he retained from 1985 until 
1989. 



l.Jk . .’i* - 1 

MINISTER OF ENERGY 
AND MINERAL RE- 
SOURCES Walid Asfcar 


Islamic sciences academy 
to assess upgrading of its 
publications programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman- 
based Council of the Islamic 
Academy of Sciences (IAS), the 
academy’s executive body, is 
scheduled to meet in Amman 

next month with the participation 

of delegates from Pakistan, 
Morocco, Indonesia, Senegal, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt as well as 
Jordan, said a recent statement. 

The meeting, which will last for 
four days, said the IAS state- 
ment, is designed to assess the 
overall academy plan of action 
for 1993, including the planned 
convening of the seventh IAS 
conference, entitled, “Health, 
Nutrition and Development in 
the Islamic World," in Dakar, 
Senegal, in November 1993. 

The statement said the council 
will also assess ways and means of 


upgrading the programme of the 
academy, particularly in the area 
of technical publications. 

This is aimed at enabling the 
scientists and technologists in the 
50 or so Islamic states to have 
access to appropriate media 
through which their technical re- 
search papers can be published, 
the statement explained. 

The IAS describes itself as an 
independent, non-political, non- 
governmental and non-profit 
organisation of distinguished sci- 
entists and technologists dedi- 
cated to the promotion of all 
aspects of science and technology 
in the Islamic World. 

The government of Jordan 
hosts the IAS in Amman, where 
the headquarters of the academy 
started functioning in April 1987. 
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Jordan observes No- Tobacco Day 


By a Jordan Times 
StafT Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan along with 
the other nations of the world 
Monday May 31 observes No- 
Tobacco Day under the slogan 
“Health Services: Our Window 
to a Tobacco-Free World." 

On the eve of the occasion,' 
Health Minister Abdul Rahim 
Malhas stressed the need for the 
public to realise the health 
hazards of smoking and abstain 
from the habit. 


ger the health of non-smokers, 
said Dr. Malhas. 

He said “our advice is: quit 
smoking in order to protect your 
health and the health of others." 

Zuheir Malhas, president of 
the National Jordanian Anti- 
smoking Society, said he was 
dismayed at the lack of enforce- 
ment of the 1977 law which bans 
smoking in public places. 


the tobacco habit in Jordan, said 
Dr. Malhas. 

It is regrettable to see the 
Jordanian Medical Association 
(JMA) failing to respond to the 
society's repeated calls to take 
action and positive measures in 
support of the society's en- 
deavours. Dr. Malhas added. 


“We can not order people not 
to smoke, but we would rather 
demand that smokers not endan- 


Nearly 50 per cent of Jordanian 
doctors are smokers and by 
smoking they set bad example for 
others. Dr. Malhas added - 
Tbe society appeals to pharma- 
cists, doctors, muses and hospit- 
als to join in its campaign to stem 


Paying tribute to Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) for banning smoking on 
some of its flights. Dr. Malhas 
said the national airline was the 
first among the airlines of the 
region to introduce the measure. 

Referring to the situation in the 
western countries. Dr. Malhas 
said that smoking is now banned 


in most public places. 

Although the rate of smokers 
among doctors in the West 25 
years ago stood at 55 per cent, it 
now runs at seven per cent in the 
United States, Dr. Malhas said. 

Noting that the society was 
joining the Ministry of Health to 
fight the smoking habit through 
seminars and public awareness 
campaigns, he expressed hope 
that the 1977 law prohibiting 
smoking in public places will be 
enforced to protect the health of 
non-smokers. 

Dr. Malhas said that under the 
law fines ranging from JD 10 to 
JD 200 would be imposed on 
violators. 




Zuheir Malhas 


A No-Tobacco Day message 


By Hussein A. Gezairy 


THE SMOKING problem has 
become one of the major public 
health problems throughout the 
world. This is recognised by many 
people, but greater numbers tend 
to ignore it. 

Between the two camps a bat- 
tle rages on, attitudes polarise 
and resources and capabilities are 
mobilised. 

In almost every country of the 
world there is an association of 
some form or another dedicated 
to saving mankind from the long 
list of dangers to their health 
which smoking represents. 

On the other side, the tobacco 
companies continue to mobilise 
all their resources, and spend 
billions of dollars annually to 
promote their harmful product, 
praying little heed to the health 
risks to which smokers and those 
in dose proximity to them are 
exposed. 

There can be no denial of the 
fact that smoking is a real tragedy 
to the individual and the com- 
munity. A smoker actually buys 
with his/her money a product that 
is the direct cause of nine out of 
every in cases of lung cancer 
throughout the world, and no less 
than one third of all types of 
cancer. 

It also causes about one quar- 
ter of all cases of cardiovascular 
diseases! In addition,' it accounts 
Tor a high percentage of cases of 
bronchitis and emphysema. ” 

The loss through smoking in- 
curred by the community is incal- 1 
culable. It is paid out of people's 
health and loss of life. 


Since the worst effects of smok- 
ing are cumulative in nature, and 
take a long time before they 
surface, the smoking problem is 
not given its due importance. 

One the other hand, it is not 
easy to top smoking, because the 
smoking habit turns into an addi- 
tion the breaking of which re- 
quires strong-resolve and a re- 
sourceful will-power. 

To put it in a nutshell, when we 
deal with the smoking problem, 
we are actually confronting a 
firmly rooted habit with incalcul- 
able health risks, that do not 
affect only the smoker, but also 
members of his family and col- 
leagues at work. 

What is more, very powerful 
and influential interests are 
actively engaged in promoting 
this habit through highly appeal- 
ing advertisements, aggressive 
marketing and false statements. 
Such interests scoring significant 
successes. 

Confirmed figures show that 
tobacco consumption in the East- 
ern Mediterranean region has 
more than doubled in recent 
years. 

This indicates that promotion 
and marketing campaigns orga- 
nised by tobacco companies are 
winning large numbers of new 
recruits every day. 


engaged in health protection and 
promotion feel that it is our duty 
to utilise every opportunity to 
enhance people's awareness of 
the dangers of tobacco and its 
toxic contents. 

We also need to seek the help 
of every one who has the interests 
of humanity at heart so that we 
work together in fighting the 
smoking habit. 

Together we can consolidate a 
new social attitude which dis- 
approves of smoking and recog- ' 
nises that smokers must be 
helped to free themselves from- 
the shackles of their harmful 
addiction. 

Doctors and others who work 
in the health sector have a special 
status in so far as smoking is 
concerned. 


health risks associated with smok- 


The vast majority of these are 
teenagers and people still in the 
prime of life. Needless to say. the 
continuous spread of the smoking 
habit places a heavy budgetary 
burden on WHO member state in 
the form of a hefty health Dili and 
loss of productivity. 

Hence, those of us who are 


To stan with, they are the 
product of their communities and 
subject to all influences that oper- 
ate in those communities. 

Since the vast majority of 
smokers begin to smoke at an 
early age. significant proportion 
of medical students would have 
been smoking for some time be- 
fore taking up their sludies. 

Perhaps we should recall that 
smoking was for a long-time cons- 
idered a^mark of high social 
position. Hence, the smoking 
habit spread widely within the 
medical and health sector. 

Nevertheless, doctors and 
health workers have been the first 
to be alerted to the smoking 
problem and to appreciate its 
-dangers. They are the first to 
receive the results of research and 
other studies which provide dear 
indicators of the verv serious 


Doctors treat the victims of 
smoking and sec with their own 
eyes how tobacco undermines the 
smoker’s health, exposing him to 
a long list of serious diseases. 
Hence, it is not surprising that 
anti-smoking efforts should re- 
ceive a welcoming response 
among doctors and health work- 
ers which makes the smoking 
cessation or reduction highest 
among them. 

At the same time, it must be 
said that human weakness con- 
tinues to hamper the desired goal 
of making the health sector com- 
pletely tobacco-free. 

It is that weakness which is 
responsible for the fact that we 
still see doctors who smoke and 
nurses going to a remote corner 
to light up a cigarette. Shortly 
afterwards that same doctor or 
nurse may be found giving sound 
advice to patients and telling 
them to stop smoking immediate- 
ly. 


why do vou profess what you do 
not practice? It is most odious :n 
God’s sight that you should 
one thing and do another.” 

In order to remove this contra- 
diction. doctors and those who 
work in the health field should 
dedicate themselves to the can. ,• 
of combatting smoking. 

In addition, it is imperative 
that hospitals, health centres, pri- 
vate clinics, medical, nursing and 
dental schools, pharmacies and 
all centres which provide diagnos- 
tic. curative or physio therap;: 
services should always be 
tobacco- free. 


That is one of the clearest 
examples of the contradiction be- 
tween what we know and how we 
behave. The advice given is based 
on accurate knowledge of scien- 
tific facts, but the behaviour is 
dictated by a strong habit and 
ruthless addiction. 

Be that as it may, it does not 
relieve those of us who are work- 
ing in the health sector of our 
duty to do all thai we can in order 
to bring our behaviour in line 
with our knowledge. 

We should avoid being among 
those addressed by the Koran 
verse which states: “believers. 


Donors and health workers 
should also bring habits in iine 
with their leading role. 

All sections of society look up 
to them as the example to be 
followed in everything that re- 
lates to health. Hence, it is only 
natural that doctors and hculti: 
workers should be in the fore- 
front of (he fight against smoking. 

Recognising the importance of 
the role that can be played by 
doctors and health workers, and 
their influence in moulding the 
sotial attitude to smoking, (he 
World Health Organisation fr*s 
chosen the health services to pro- 
vide the theme for the World 
No-Tobacco Day this year. 

We hope that’ this choice will 
start a new era of tobacco-free 
health services that take the lead 
towards our noble goal of a world 
in which tobacco goes out of 
existence. 


The writer is regional director 
of WHO Eastern Mediterranean 
Region. 


KLM due back Crimes drop Rabin says coa ition crisis near end 


in Amman June 7 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
Royal Dutch Airlines (KLM) 
flight to land in Jordan since 
January 1991 is expected to arrive 
at Queen Alia International Air- 
port (QAIA) Monday June 7, in 
implementation of an agreement 
concluded with the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) last February. 

A KLM official told tbe Jordan 
Times that tbe flight, which will 
originate in Amsterdam will con- 
tinue to Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and return 
to Amman before leaving for the 
Netherlands on Tuesday each 
week. 

KLM suspended its direct op- 
erations with Jordan in January 
1991 just before the outbreak of 
the Gulf war. 

But the Dutch carrier later 
concluded an agreement with 
Cyprus Airways to make three 


weekly flights from Lamaca to 
transport KLM passengers to 
Cyprus, where they can make 
connections aboard KLM flights 
to Amsterdam and other destina- 
tions. 

Under the agreement with the 
CAA, KLM planes landing in 
Amman and Dubai can pick up 
Europe-bound passengers and 
vice-versa. 

Meanwhile, the Yemeni air- 
line, Alyemda. will have its Air 
Bus 310 planes checked and 
maintained at the Royal Jorda- 
nian maintenance facility under 
an agreement signed in Aden last 
week. 

The announcement was made 
by RJ President Mahmoud Jamal 
Balqez following his return from 
Aden where he concluded the 
deal with Abdullah Ali Abdullah, 
director general of the Alyemda. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The crime 
rate dropped by 12 per cent in 
Jordan during the last week of 
May, compared with tbe previous 
week; and the decline was mainly 
attributable to a lower number of 
car thefts and robberies, accord- 
ing to the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD). 

A PSD statistical report issued 
Sunday said that between May 22 
and 28 a total of 192 crimes 
occurred in the country compared 
to 217 the previous week. 

Four murders were reported: 
two were said to be related to 
moral issues and the other two 
were reported as results of family 
feuds. 

Two incidents of festive firings 
result in the injury of two persons 
last week. 

The report said 120 robberies 
and thefts occurred, including a 
case telephone cable theft in 
Maan Govemoraie. 


(Continued Grom page >) 


schwitz camp in Poland. She has 
denied the reports. 

Ms. Alont also irritated reli- 
gious Israelis by being photo- 
graphed at an Arab restaurant at 
a table with a breadbasket during 
the Passover holiday when Jews 
forswear bread. 

Mr. Rabin's Labour Party had 
drawn up a compromise of split- 
ting the education ministry, put- 
ting Ms. Aloni in charge of cui- 
i ture with another Meretz leader 
running the schools. 

The idea remained in limbo. 

“The entire Labour Party is 
prostrating itself before a party 
that is not Zionist,” Ms. Aloni 
asserted on the radio, noting an 
incident last week where Rabbi 
Yosef failed to stand up during 
the national anthem. 

Behind-the-scenes, Meretz 
members were negotiating for 


broader powers and alarger 
budget for Ms. Aloni, including 
control of Israel's main state- 
owned television channel, media 
reports said. 

An outside possibility would be 
Mr. Rabh; resigning his post, 
political analysts said. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King recieves ‘Eid messages 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday received 


congratulatory cables from Arab and foreign heads of states as 
well as senior Jordanian officials on the occasion of ‘Eid AI Adha. 


They wished the King continued good health and happiness and 
wished the people of Jordan further progress and prosperity. 


Royal artillery to fire *Eid guns 


AMMAN (Petra) — On the occasion of ‘Eid AI Adha the Royal 
Artillery Corps will fire Eid guns in different go vemo rates, 
according to an announcement by the Jordanian Armed Forces 
Headquarters. It said the guns will be fired Monday and 
throughout the feast, days. 


Pilgrims have 3 days bridge-crossing priority 


■ AMMAN (Petra) — Pilgrims returning from the holy places in 
Mecca and heading for the Israeli-occupied Arab bids can make 
the trip on June_6, 7 and 8, the three days when tuey will given 
priority in crossing to the West Bank, according to the Public 
Security Department (PSD). It said that returning pilgrims should 
report to the Pilgrims City at Ghor Nimrein in the Jordan Valley 
at least one night before leaving for the West Bank. Those who 
wish to stay behind to visit relatives in Jordan will have to follow 
the normal procedures of registering their names with the police 
offices to cross at a later date, the PSD said. 


Passport office will stay open 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Passport and Civil Status Department 
mil remain open during the ‘Eid AI Adha holiday to issne 
temporary passports for those wishing to visit the Israeli-occupied 
Arab territories and for emergency cases. The department said a 
team of employees will handle the procedures between Monday 
and Thursday, but not all employees will be on duty. 
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Political culture, 
at curfews or muzzling 


‘•T IS good news from Algiers that the ruling High 
: sate Committee has reaffirmed its drive to pursue a 
-.^;ional dialogue with various political groups in the 
:?untry, except notably with the Islamic Salvation 
Trent (FIS) with ’.vhich it is locked in a bloody battle 
rT.ce early last year. Dialogue, no matter how prot- 
r-cied, indeed is the key to solving thorny political 
■.voMeins, and we hope the FIS and other groups 
" rich are staying away from the national conference 
their own reasons would find some incentive in 
?r;gsging the regime in negotiations rather than 


k-nce. Bat the vkznces for such incentives seem to 


: :-.de away in view cf the bad news that the security 
; :rces have extended strict curfews and related m ea- 
gres to six other districts. Granted that stem actions 
issve to be taken while fighting an armed insurgency, 
bf curfews and the like are reminders of an ever- 
G'xsent crisis and emergency which do not bode well in 
r.^y effort to gain tbe confidence of the people. 

The most striking feature in tbe Algerian equation, 
L'.:wever, is the option of the regime to pursue 
^ /nfrontation rather than accommodation with the 
.'^-called Islamic extremists represented by the FIS. If 
Tic idea is to root oat the FIS altogether, then there is 
is;«e chance of success since it is dear that the group is 
sss-eatrenched in the Algerian society and has strong 
■>" :g£s in terms of popular support. 

"S Indeed the high state committee is true to its 
;.‘^iise that democracy would be reintroduced in 
. Tgeria sooner or later, th^p the key question is what 
of a democracy will that be which does not have a 
c-oi for a group which, by and large, represents a large 
j rgTnent of the people as proved by last year’s 
- actions. 

AS the same time, the people who staged large street 
i^rsionstrations in Algiers last month come mostly 
Trc-m the working class with no definite political 


iTiiiations or ideologies. They were only de manding 
, Vi»? right to secure living conditions which tbe regime 


not seem to be able to offer, what with the 
‘".:.<cws, and other measures evident in the show of 
:-'>2r.gth through the introduction of crack units 
>-;roi!ing the streets in armoured personnel carriers. 

in essence, the High State Committee bold blame 
• £> one but itself for the growing militanc y of the 
-t? -called extremists since continued strife and con- 
tV citation with them would only create further sup- 
port for them among tbe people who need not 
asLvssarily see them as militants but as heroes fighting 
a self-serving system characterised by corruption and 
inefficiency. 

Tbe only way to achieve a balanced political system 
!* through creating a political culture in the society and 
. aising the awareness of the people of the dangers or 
2 be advantages inherent in the ideologies of any 
specific group in terms of personal freedoms and 
choices. Curfews and shows of strength and curbs on 
the freedom of the press could not bring that about. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


>. ?NG HUSSEIN has charted the path of the new government of 
7 rjjne Minister Abdul Salam Ai Majaii and defined the broadlines 
i.-; the new government’s policies which reflect Jordan's position 
.ti the domestic and external levels, said Al Dustour Arabic daily 
Sunday. The paper reiterated the King’s directives that the new 
c-.iveniinenl will be entrusted with the mission of organising the 
•fuming elections in November. In his letter to Mr. Majaii, King 
Hussein emphasised a number of facts, particularly with regard.to 
*i'.e country’s orientation towards democracy, political pluralism 
■ nd respect of human rights, said the paper. It said that King 
Kussein was careful to stress the need for the government to give 


.vje attention to the development of public adminislration and to 


’ . cu it U ral. educational, health and other economic and soda] 
1 Institutions. g ut there is no doubt that the government's priority 
n()W go to the preparation for the parliamentary elections 
u-H ch the King has stressed, should be fair and free so that it can 


-fleet a true image of democracy in Jordan, added the papier. In 
pp {he King’s letter to Mr. Majaii, said the paper, the 


• rd ians now look forward to a dynamic executive authority 

TArtloninnc pnml itnnArhinitipc and pncurp thp 


, * ' u ft ffer Jordanians equal opportunities and ensure the 

iRilt W U1U . _ all. .( .l. u... i- .11 j 


embodiment of the rale of the law in all domains. 

ml UMNIST in Al Ra’i daily expressed support of the 

A UL/LiV a „_,/ic UripI nnfina that th!c nttifimo mnfnrrrt 


A V v eMnd vis-a-vis Israel, noting that this attitude conforms 
Vatican ® a| principIes 0 f th e Holy See. We hope that the 


h spiritual pnncipies or uie noiy aee. we nope mat uie 
Vatiranwill stand firm by its decision not to recognise Israel until 


, i.Jlr rictuses the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people 
the fatter rjoi^i said Mahmoud Rimawi. The writer 

ifl vithat the Vatican is not concerned with political gains, it is 
w '"directing its attention to ensuring the human rights of the 
rather Sd oeonlv and equality among all people on earth. 


— people and equamy among ail people on eann. 
Oppre ^7to the Zionist dogma which gives Jews preference to all 
contrary on eart h. The Vatican, which led the campaign to 
° lhC £2t Europe from communism, is now siding by the rights of 


'L Ctf ^simiafis who have been oppressed and brutalised by the 
jbe Pa* Ci> ■ . _ -... mntinued. We smeerelv hone that the 


ihc ra * “T .ug, writer continued. We sincerely hope that the 
will under no drcumstances and regardless of any 


V attcjn ’ rhanee its principled stand until the Palestinians 

UwTriSts. said the urner. What is needed from 


kf ™ munitv, he said, is to follow in the footsteps of the 

rid commonny,^ .. . .. . . 


i ( wonu « Israelis’ ending their occupation and 
Vatican, insist. . the Palestinian people and to use all 

^.ogoismg Santee this right. 


c.enfi'J tu 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


The U.S. needs a strong leader 


to pull the world along 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton has goofed and fumbled on 
several domestic and international issues. The handling of the 
Bosnian conflict where the president proved indecisive, under- 
mined bis credibility and clout both locally and externally. This 
weightlessness of the new U.S. president is eroding tbe prestige 
and influence of the U.S. 

At a time when the world is yearning for a decisive leadership 
from the White House, what it got were confused, vacillating and 
meek signals. The international community has, as a result, no 
choice except to interpret them as dear signs that under President 
Clinton, the U.S. is simply rudderless and aimless. 

The president is increasingly appearing as a one-term chief 
executive; unless a miracle or two happen, his character, 
backbone and decision-making ability are not going to be 
redeemed soon. 

On the foreign level, Mr. Clinton was offered several occasions 
to prove his abilities and strength. He failed miserably on Bosnia 
and appears to be heading for additional setbacks over other 
international and regional hot spots, including the Middle East if 
(or when) the peace process comes to naught. 

What started as a joke on the root cause for Mr. Clinton's 
weakness, namely that Mrs. Qinton is pulling the strings in 
Washington and not the president, appears to be gaining serious 
grounds. 

It is common knowledge that Mrs. Clinton is a strong, capable 
woman, with a clear agenda in her mind. Some observers say her 
obsession with a national health master plan is what prevents 
President Clinton from focussing attention on conflicts and issues- 
that the majority of the country and nations woud like him to pay 
attention to in an effective way. 

There was great promise and optimism when Mr. Qinton was 
elected last November. Many of us associated him with the late 
charismatic president, John Kennedy, Mr. Qinton said many 
things with such conviction and confidence that he convinced the 
world he was sincere, serious and capable enough the honour his 
political platform. 

What exactly went wrong is something that only President 
Qinton himself can answer. But whatever the real reasons for Mb'. 
Clinton’s increasing fatigue and impotence, he must strive to 
reverse the tide against him before this trend becomes irreversi- 
ble. 


There are several options left available for the president to 
rectify the negative picture he refects. First, he must show like all 
his predecessors that he can pull Europe behind him on disputes 
and conflicts that require leadership from him. 

On Bosnia, be was kicked around by his European partners in 
such a way that he looked as the led party instead of tbe leading 
power. 

By allowing, or appearing, to be outsmarted, outwitted and 
outmanoeuvred by even his closest allies. Mr. Clinton down- 
graded the clout of his nation to a dangerously low level. The U.S. 
president has to talk and act tougher with the nationsof the 
world. His mission is not exactly to look and act as a nice and 
gently guy. 

■The Middle East situation offers tbe White House another 
■opportunity to redeem itself. Thus far. President Clinton appears 
indifferent to the peace process between various Arab parties and 
Israel. He does not even raise his voice or look the negotiating 
parties in the eyes. Mr. Clinton is so lukewarm on the 
Arab-Israeli negotiations that it makes one want to scream. We 
do not want an anger-free U.S. president. We want a strong 
president. 

We, in the Middle East, want a strong U.S. president. The 
whole world needs a strong man in tbe white House. No one 
wants an oscillating chief executive in Washington who fumbles or 
falls down every time he clashes with opposition, whether 
domestic or external. 

The latest episode on trade with China, where after weeks of 
threats from Washington that China’s most favoured nation status 
would be withdrawn unless tbe human rights situation there 
improves to the satisfaction of the U.S., reveals that there is a 
pattern in Mr. Clinton's behaviour that suggests that under 
minimum pressure be amply crumbles. That partem started with 
the Haitian refugee problem and continues unabated. While we in 
Jordan may not agree with Washington that Peking's human 
rights record leaves much to be desired, we are concerned about 
the effect of this personal profile of Mr. Clinton on the peace 
process in the Middle East and tbe Balkan region. 

There is hope that there is another ride to President Clinton 
that has yet to reveal itself. For die sake of peace in this area of 
the world and for the sake of security in the world, we hope that 
that is the case. 



Y eltsin shifts policy 


between West and East 


By Thomas Ginsberg 

The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — Boris Yeltsin's re- 
sistance to the U.S. campaign for 
military intervention in Bosnia 
stems from growing political 
pressure to forge a new great- 
power status for post-Soviet Rus- 
sia. 

The effort to define Russia as a 
world power follows more than a 
year of soul-searching over the 
president’s tilt to the West. It 
includes a new focus on Aria, the 
Middle East and former Soviet 
republics. 

“The basic course of rap- 
prochement with the West is cor- 
rect, but it should be more even- 
handed,” said Sergei Karaganov, 
deputy director of the Institute of 
Europe and a contributor to the 
emerging policy. 

The new approach, spelled out 
in documents approved in late 
April, grew out of a consensus 
among Mr. Yeltsin’s critics and 
supporters alike that the country 
had lost track of its own interests 
and those of some longtime 
friends. 

Foreign policy “should take 
into account our national in- 
terests, rather than simply saying 
we are friends and will say ‘yes’ to 
whatever is asked of us,” said Mr. 
Karaganov, a member of Mr. 


Yeltsin's advisory presidential 
council. 

Russia intends to honour the 
arms and economic treaties with 
the West and seek to join 
western-dominated international 
trade organisations. But officials 
say Yeltsin's government Is stif- 
fening its resolve to prevent west- 
ern military action against Serbs, 
who like Russians are Slavs and 
Orthodox Christians. 

Also. Russia is trying to streng- 
then trade relations with such 
former Soviet friends as Iraq, 
Cuba and India. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, who has been preoccu- 
pied with winning western sup- 
port for Russian reforms, had 
been expected to be the main 
victim of the change in course. 

Instead, Mr. Kozyrev adapted 
by sharing policy-making with 
centrists in the military and par- 
liament, where there is less sym- 
pathy for the West. 

' The most visible result of the 
‘shift was Mr. Kozyrev’s shuttle 
diplomacy this month in Europe 
and the United States on the 
Yugoslav war. With Russian 
generals opposed to using milit- 
ary options against those they 
called their “Serb ‘ Orthodox 
brothers,” Kozyrev led efforts to 
find a peaceful solution. 

Other major priorities of the 
centrists and nationalists are pro- 


tecting the 24 million ethnic Rus- 
sians in other former Soviet Re- 
publics and pushing for greater 
unity in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, the loose 
confederation that replaced the 
Soviet government in December 
1991. 

Yeltsin, under pressure from 
nationalists and centrists, sig- 
naled the change as early as last 
October, speaking to foreign 
ministry officials of “improvisa- 
tions, mcosistenries and contra- 
dictions.” in existing practice. 

“It’s not yet an entirely com- 
prehensive or coherent foreign 
polity,” Mr. Karaganov said. 
“But we already have a more 
balanced approach and we are 
much more active in areas” Rus- 
sia had been ignoring. 

The new approach underlay 
Deputy Prime Minister Vladimir 
Shumeiko’s recent trip to Cuba, 
which he described as part of an 
effort to “renew economic and 
trade relations with Mideast 
countries, India, Cuba ami other 
states that use (Soviet) "technolo- 
gies.” 

Russia wants to counter west- 
ern domination of the arms mar- 
ket and cash in on its own 
weapons industry with deals such . 
as India’s purchase of missile 
technology last year. * . 

Anns sales “will not- become 
our strategic goal and will not 


(guide) relations,” said Mikhail 
Konarovsky, a policy planner at 
the Foreign Ministry. He added 
that Russia would put pressure on 
North Korea, for example, to 
abide by the Nuclear Nonprolif- 
eration Treaty. 

Analysts and officials, citing 
Iraq and Yugoslavia, said Russia 
remains diplomatically aligned 
with the West on major issues, 
but its support should not be 
taken for granted. 

Mr. Karaganov said Russia’s 
U.N, Security Council veto in 
May of more money for the 
peacekeeping operation in Cyp- 
rus was less a warning sign than 
an assertion on independence af- 
ter excessive obedience to the 
United States. 

Foreign Ministry officials have 
insisted the veto was purely finan- 
cial. Although Mr. Karaganov 
agreed that Russia could not pay 
more, he said: “It was no basis 
fora veto. That was tbe unfortun- 
ate price of saying yes' too 
much.” 

Among die greatest changes is 
a focus on the vast crescent of 
nations, from Turkey to India to 
China, that have -ethnic or reli- 
gious ties with one-third of the 
former Soviet population. Mr. 
Yeltsin and fits ministers have 
travelled throughout Asia and the 
Middle East seeking closer eco- 
nomic and military relations. 




Coke and human 
rights — which is 
the real thing? 


JAKARTA— Each era poses its 
own questions. The basic ques- 
tion of today. Are human rights 
the same as Coca-Cola? 

The reply, of course, depends 
on many factors. The response of 
Indonesians will vary according 
to their positions in society, the 
likely consequences of what they 
say, or the inclination toward a 
political career. Take your 
choice; - 

A. Human rights are the same 
as Coca-Cola. Both are foreign 
products for “any time, any 
place.” Both are exports and part 
of “foreign cultural imperialism” 
seeking to infiltrate our country, 
which since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, has become the 
fourth most populous on earth. 
So Coke and human rights should 
be rejected. 

B. Human rights must be diffe- 
rentiated from Coca-Cola. But 
Indonesia is a market-oriented 
economy. Coca-Cola is a bever- 
age enjoyed by many — if they 
have the money to buy it. There- 
fore it should be advertised unre- 
servedly in Indonesia. Human 
rights, on the other hand, should 
be carefully scrutinised, or even 
rejected, because they may not 
be proper for our culture ana thus 
for our consumption. 

Indonesians are different, it 
seems, from Indians. Under 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai, 
who was famous for his simple 
life-style. Lidia rejected Coca- 
Cola, and the famous American 
company could not invest there 
(although that has changed re- 
cently). At the same time, under 
Mr. Desai’s leadership, respect 
for human rights was restored — 
maybe because this was needed 
more than “the Real Thing.” 

However, protection of human 
rights is not something that can 
be forced upon a country from 
the outside. The human rights 
advocacy of the United States 
may have good motives but 
America is a superpower. As 
such it cannot easily be accepted 
as a moral power, instead it will 
tend to be seen as a bully project- 
ing a Flash Gordon image. " 

Flash, of coarse, was a white 


By Goenawan Mohammad 

superhero who flics 
places in outer space to liberate 
Ehc people of Mongo from the 
tyranny of Ming. 

(A serious-minded French 
commentator once suggested that 
it was not without reason that the 
creator of Flash Gordon painted 
Ming’s skin yellow, since Ming 
symbolised an Oriental despot). 

The universality of human 
rich is remains problematical. Y cl 
the most blatant abuses, such as 
torture, mass murder by a state, 
and expulsion of people from 
their homes, can certainly be 
judged through reference to a 
general consensus that is wider 
than that of Western culture. This 
consensus is drawn from the hu- 
man family, particularly from its 
basic religious precepts. 

Unfortunately, the state is al- 
ways over us and surrounding us. 
So there is frequently tension 
between the state and its citizens. 
The problem is how to organise 
this tension so that it can function 
smoothly, without any drawn out 
feuds or ongoing lies. 

But what about young nations 
such as Indonesia? There are 
those who suggest “guided demo- 
cracy.” There are those who say 
that the answer is “centralised 
democracy.” 

A colleague of mine who was 
not easily impressed by these 
models told the following para- 
ble. 

Two boys lived in a house 
without their parents. One day 
the older of the two said "to his 
younger brother that the house 
was going to be run according to a 
special system of democracy. 
“Don’t be afraid.” said the older 
brother, “you and I wil have 
identical rights.” 

'“Like what, for example?” 
asked the younger boy. 

“Well, it’s like this." said the 
older brother as he climbed up a 
tree. The younger one was wait- 
ing below. 

“See,” said the older brother, 
as he spat on his brother's head. 
“That's my right as the leader. 
Now you can exercise your right 
as the subject. Spit on me!” — 
International Herald Tribune. 


HOUSE BUDGET VOTE 


A shaky start 
towards recovery 


By Gene Gibbons 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Qinton’s budget victory in 
the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives provides relief from his poli- 
tical problems, but it may be only 
temporary relief. 

The House, dividing mainly 
along party lines, ratified Mr. 
Qinton’s economic policy on 
Thursday night, approving Che 
tax increases and spending cuts 
that he says are needed to put the 
economy back on track. The vote 
was 219 to 213. 


being drafted into the armed 
forces, tries to surmount a con- 
troversial background that dogs 
.him as commander-in-chief. 

There is also the problem of 
how to upgrade the white Hofise 
staff — a young, largely inexperi- 
enced group of former Qinton 
campaign aides dismissed by cri- 
tics as “the children”. 


The sigh of relief from' the 
president and his advisers was 
almost audible once the crucial 
vote was behind them. But it took 
much White House arm-twisting 
to produce the victory. 

And approval of the package, 
which aims to cut the deficit by 
S337 billion over five years, was 
(■not assured until an eleventh- 
hour compromise patched over a 
split within the president’s own 
Democratic Party. 

It would have been catas- 
trophic for Qinton to have his 
reform plan defeated, since he 
was elected to revitalise the eco- 
nomy. Treasury Secretary Uoyd 
Bentsen had warned that interest 
rates would skyrocket, stalling 
the fragile recovery. 

Having prevailed in the house, 
Mr. Qinton cannot yet breathe 
easy because his economic plan 
must now win Senate approval. 
And it faces even tougher sled- 
ding there because of oil state 
opposition to the new energy 
taxes it would impose. 

If the economic policy fight 
weren't distressing enough, Mr. 
Qinton — whose fitness for the 
presidency has been put in doubt 
by a string of fiascos during his 
first four months in office — feces 
several other challenges. 


A string of staff missteps cli- 
maxed last week when the presi- 
dent’s men and women managed 
to turn what should have been a 
routine personnel action — the' 
dismissal of seven low-level 
White House travel office em- 
ployees who served at the plea- 
sure of the president — into a 
scandal. 

It led the Republicans to 
charge that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) was beine 
politicised. ° 


, “I think this was an exercise in 
amateur hour’,” snorted Demo- 
cratic Senator Joseph Biden 
usually a Qinton ally. 

Such embarrassments, as well 
as Mr. Clinton’s own gaffes like 
his notorious 200 haircut for 
which areas of the Los Angeles 
airport had to be closed, have 
eroded public confidence in the 
president. His standing ,* n rhe 
polls is lower than any of his 
recent predecessors at an equiva- 
lent point. M 


The White House is currently 
awash with rumours that a big 

snakeun i« in iha . . 6 


t , *“**iuurs mat a b 

shakeup is in the offing, but twi 
of those being mentioned as 
possible “Mr 


— w'b mentioned as : 

possible “Mr. fix-it'* — John Sas 
M; an adviser to 1988 Democrati. 
presidential nnmin»* w:.L 


^ r w * yo ° Lremocrati 
presidential nominee Mich a€ 

aJWSL"!!?" fcta. 


~ — ' narc 

former Qinton aide — are n, 
without some baggage. 


Within a few weeks, Mr. Clin- 
ton plans to unveil a national 
health-care reform plan certain to 
generate controversy. And he 
certainly has not seen the last of 
the Bosnia crisis, which could boil 
over again at any time. 

h,S? 2 Problems in- 

dude Mr. Qinton memorial dav 
“ Washington-, Vietnam 
War Memorial on Monday. It will 
be closely watched to see how the 
46-year-old leader, who resisted 
the war and actively avoided 


was ^spended froi 
the Dukakis campaign for a tim 
after he toot . 


DoftiJri d-°° k "SPPns'WKtyft 


ir,tKS against M 
Biden, a Dukakis rival i n ™ 
Democratic presidential prim a 
ies five years ago. P 3 


wito House* job’ last C j" e< * 

critS, ’SJFJS* 

ef g for * labour unio 

3X5 the house vote, far 

towards recove^. Sha ^ stJ 
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Sweltering Kuwait braces for summer dust storms 
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By Wiliam Maclean 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Ask most people 
what makes summer in Kuwait 
uncomfortable and the answer 
won’t be the 50 degree Celsius 
nodlnme heat. 

Dust — very fine, abrasive dust 
— is what prompts people to 
install air purifiers, wrap shawls 
over mouth and nose or, if h 
becomes unbearable, leave the 
country for a break. 

Sand and dust storms are part 
of desert life, but Gulf residents 
say Kuwait's are particularly in- 
tense. 

There is no foolproof way of 
avoiding the clouds of fine parti- 
cles apart from stopping work 
and holidaying abroad — a popu- 
lar remedy since the advent of oil 
wealth in the 1960s. 

Nothing is so grim as a sand- 
storm in Kuwait town during' 
midsummer,” British diplomat 
Harold Dickson wrote in 1936. 

“The burning, fiery wind seems 


to scorch die very eyeballs.” 

Dusty spells occur sporadically 
year-round, once or twice a 
month covering parts of the coun- 
try of 13 million in an eerie 
yellow or red doud, blocking out 
the sun and reducing visibility to 
less than one kilometre. 

But the storms are at their 
longest — up to a week — and 
most intense in summer, resi- 
dents say. At these times visibility 
can fall to 50 metres. Kuwaiti 
dust is particularly fine and easily 
inhaled, so asthmatics and people 
with other respiratory conditions 
tend to stay indoors. 

Even on “clear” days, a fine 
layer of dost settles over cars, 
buildings and onto washing or 
food left outside. 

“We hide indoors,” said a 
Kuwaiti businessman, when 
asked for his remedy. But staying 
indoors is not foolproof — dust is 
sucked into buildings and cars 
through airconditioning systems. 

“The only comforting reflec- 
tion is that it is 10 times worse 


outside," Dickson notes glumly. 

Environmentalist Ali 
Khureibat said most Kuwaitis 
were resigned to the phe- 
nomenon and few wore protec- 
tive masks like dwellers of smog- 
bound cities elsewhere in the 
world and some foreign residents 
of Kuwait dty. 

“It’s annoying and it does 
block your nose and chest, so we 
keep inside the house. If we are 
outdoors, men use the ghutra 
(male headress) to cover our 
noses.” Mr. Khureibat said. 

“But you get used to it, just 
like the people of northern 
Europe get used to snow and 
rain.” 

Some Kuwaitis expect less se- 
vere dust this summer because 
unusually lengthy spring rains 
have produced attentive desert 
vegetation that binds the sand 
and makes it wind resistant. 

But others say the increased 
movement of military vehicles 
dating from the 1990/91 Gulf 


crisis, including post-war military 
exercises Kuwait continues to 
conduct with its allies, has 
ploughed up crusty topsoil and 
made the dust more mobile. 

About four spells of extensive 
dust storms lasting up to a week 
each occur normally during the 
dust “high season” in June and 
July, according to the Meteorolo- 
gical Department of the Directo- 
rate General of Civil Aviation. 

Sand, heavier than dust, is 
rarely lifted more than a few feet 
off the ground. The lighter dust is 
lifted thousands of feet into the 
sky. 

“In the last dust storm we had 
three or four days ago it was very 
heavy on the respiratory system. I 
had a very hard night," said 
Fatima Abdali, a researcher at 
the Environmental Health Scien- 
ces Department of the Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research. 

Ms. Abdali. who is preparing 
to start a study on the possible 
chronic effects of the 1991 oilfield 


G-7 


fires on residents'- health, says 
more analysis of the dust needed 
to be done to ensure it contained 
no harmful levels of residue from 
the fires. 

“No one wears any kind of 
masks. This is the problem here,” 
she said. 

“People feel the threat has to 
be immediate and fatal for them 
to wear such things, so it’s very 
hard for them to be convinced j 
that during dusty times you have ; 
to wear a mask, especially for ! 
people susceptible to respiratory 

disease.” \ 

The blazing wells torched by 
fleeing Iraqi occupation troops 
spewed potentially toxic mate- 
rials such as lead, nickel, vana- 
dium and polyaromatic hydrocar- 
bon chemicals into the atmos- 
phere and onto the desert. 

The material would dissipate 
over time “but nobody can tell 
bow long that will take without 
further surveying,” Ms. Abdali 
said. 


Change could help them 
set a global agenda 
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Wind-blown sand dunes like these are the source of very fine, abrasive dost that pervades 
the \vhole environment during snowstorms (IHe photo) 

Amsterdam school 
b uilding s sinking into canals 
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By Caroline Smith 

Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Amsterdam's 
famous canal-side houses, which 
tilt and lean alarmingly over the 
water, may look on the verge of 
collapse but they axe among the 
safest buildings in a sinking city. 

The ornately-gabled canal 
houses, many of which date back 
to the 16th century, were built on 
J sow natural ground. 

But the centuries-] ong Dutch 
battle against the sea is now 
taking its toll on tens of 
thousands of other buildings, 
erected in a frenzy of construc- 
tion between the two world wars. 

These newer houses, ringing 
Amsterdam’s circular city centre, 
were built on red aimed land and 
supported by wooden pilings. 

A new report says they are in 
danger of subsiding and urgent 
action is needed to shore them up 
if Amsterdam is to avoid the 
same fate as Venice which is 
sinking below the water line. 

“All the buildings built after 
1900 and founded on wooden 
pilings are at risk," said Ton 
Hooijmaaijers, Amsterdam city 
coufifcl member and author of the 

( report “Prevent or Cure.” 

Because the ground is not 
strong enough to support them, 
20,000 to 40,000 buildings will - 
have to be demolished if their 
foundations are not repaired, the 
report says. 

Amsterdam was founded in the 
early 13th century when the first 
dams were built to protect it from 
floods. But the area was regularly 
flooded over hundreds of years, 
leaving a soft peat layer which 
prevented usual building 
methods. 

From the 15th century build- 
ings were supported on wooden 
pilings dug deep into the ground. 
v The royal palace, built on the 
main dam in die 17th century as 
the city hall, rests on 13,659 
wooden poles. 

Concrete replaced wood after 
World War II and pilings are now 
suntoas deep as 60 metres into the 


But after the inner area of 
natural ground was fully inha- 
bited land had to be reclaimed 
further out. 

Dutch architect Hendrik Ber- 
lage drew up one of Amsterdam's 
extension plans, approved by the 
city council m 1917. He is re- 
nowned for the stock exchange 
building which he designed in 
1896, the precursor of the so- 
called Amsterdam school of 
architecture. 

Many of the inter-war suburbs 
now in danger were built in the 
style of the Amsterdam school, 
one of them laid out in the shape 
of a butterfly. 

Ab Vol, director of buildings 
and housing at Amsterdam coun- 
cil, said: “We are all very fond of 
the architecture. We like the Ber- 
lage plan very much. So we want 
to preserve these areas." 

Controversy reigns among 
council members over how 
urgently action is needed, Mr. 
Hooijmaaijers says the threat of 
sinking is extremely urgent. “It’s 
gong to to happen," he said. 

His solution involves removing 
the top sand layer by pumping 
water into the ground and replac- 
ing it with a special light, foaming 


concrete which is as strong as 
normal concrete. 

But this may-not be enough to 
salvage the houses whose pilings 
are in poor condition. 

Mr. Vol suggested mroe 
wooden pilings may have to be 
inserted underground " to help 
support the buildings. 

The subsidence has been re- 
cently exacerbated by a sinking 
water table which some say is 
leaving pilings exposed to the air 
as the top sand layer dries out. 
When this happens the wood rots 
and crumbles. 

Other experts say a sinking 
ground level becomes a problem 
only when the subsidence is un- 
even, causing buildings to tilt to 
one side. 

Despite conflicts of opinion 
over the cause and severity of the 
damage, there is no doubt a 
solution has to be found. 

“If we don't do anything in the 
next 20 years very big damage is 
possible,” said a council spokes- 
man. 

“It is not only a problem that 
Amsterdam has got but every- 
where in the world where you 
have reclaimed land with houses 
on it.” he added. 



Come to us for 
Amman’s most exciting 
night out ! 



The most 
Exciting 
Sound & 
Light show 


Ramada Hotel 

TeL 825941-816722 


1 mid-nth century the 

concetric ring of canals around 
the city centre was complete, l ne 
tall narrow buildings have sur- 
ged unscathed for 300 years- 



JT 


fjn> 


93* SUMMElC.. !! CROWN’S SUMMER 


Swimming...Sunbathing...Dining. 
Sports...and more...? 


'^03\s^L3znsms 
■^^Rown hotel# 


Swimming lessons... 
Memberships. 

TeL 758180/1 



By Richard Burt 

WASHINGTON — It is time to 
transform the Group of Seven 
(G-7), a loose and often ineffec- 
tive cluster of rich countries, into 
a real international steering com- 
mittee that can deal with the 
economic and security challenges 
of the post-cold war world. 

The need for collective action 
is mounting. With the Balkans in 
turmoil, Russia unraveling the 
world economy stagnating and 
weapons of mass destruction pro- 
liferating to renegade states like 
North Korea, the United States 
and its G-7 partners can watch 
the world drift into chaos or can 
assert leadership. 

At another turning point, af- 
leT World War II. Washington 
provided such leadership. Today 
America cannot, and should not. 
play this role on its own. The 
United Nations is more active but 
is still hampered by political dis- 
agreements, budgetary con- 
straints and an unresponsive 
bureaucracy. 

Hopes that the European Com- 
munity might exercise greater in- 
fluence have not panned out. 
Europe's failure in the Yugoslav 
crisis is a case in point. 

The answer is not to invent new 
international machinery but to 
give the Group of Seven a bigger 
-mandate. Unlike the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council, the group indudes 
Germany and Japan. The other 
members are Britain. France, Ita- 


ly and Canada — all economically 
strong, politically democratic ana 
linked to Washington. 

The governments, of course, 
already work together in several 
areas. But. except for regular 
sessions of finance ministers and 
central bankets, cooperation has 
tended to be limited or ineffec- 
tive. 

For example, the G-7 has not 
followed up on a 1992 agreement 
to develop a programme for cop- 
ing with the potential disasters 
posed by aging nuclear power 
plants in the former Soviet Un- 
ion. It remains to be seen 
whether and how the new agree- 
ment on a rescue package for 
Russia will be carried out. 

The most organised and visible 
activity, the annual meetings of 
the seven heads of government, 
has evolved into an elaborate 
photo-op. “offering platitudes,” 
as Jacques Delors, the European 
Commission president, observed. 

America’s key partners are 
likely to resist added responsibili- 
ties. The alternative, however, is 
not the free ride provided by 
Washington but a breakdown of 
international order. Their self- 
interest is likely to bring them 
around. The very fact that they 
are prepared to rely on the G-7 
format to attack problems like 
the Russian crisis is a good sign. 

To fulfill its enormous potential 
the G-7 must change. It needs 
concrete goals. 

In the political-security realm, 
it must continue to help the Rus- 


sians while working to stabilise 
the other former Soviet republics. 
In the economic area, the main 
goal should be to achieve the 
concessions necessary for a new 
global trade agreement. 

Over the long term, the agen- 
da should include slowing the 
spread of nuclear arms technolo- 
gy, managing China’s emergence 
as a world power and dealing with 
the rise of religious fundamental- 
ism and the collapse of order in 
the Third World. 

The G-7 should be institutional- 
ised. It should meet three or four 
times a year. This would give the 
leaders more time for real prob- 
lem solving and for strengthening 
the habits of cooperation. 

Consultations among finance 
ministers should be com- 
plemented by regular meetings of 
foreign and defence ministers, 
trade negotiators and environ- 
mental heads. 

A small, permanent secretariat 
should be established, mainly to 
ensure better preparation for the 
group's deliberations and better 
execution of decisions. 

Transforming the G-7 along 
these lines will not reduce the 
need for other international orga- 
nisations, like a better- managed 
United Nations, for crisis man- 
agement. Nor will it rule out the 
need for Washington to take un- 
ilateral steps from time to time. 
In the end. however, an upgraded 
G-7 can set a global agenda and 
realise it — The New York 
Times. 
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Analysts expect gold prices to retrace 
before resuming gradual upward path 


LONDON (R) — Gold prices, 
which soared in recent weeks, are 
likely to retrace their steps for the 
-next few days, and when they 
turn again, the upward path may 
'be less steep than before- 


. “Most of the big buying has 
. been done (in the present run). 
■Now the market is in the hands of 
.smaller investors,” one trader 
• based in continental Europe has 
. said. 


Analysts are sure the upswing 
will resume and that the market is 
in the same bullish mood as be- 
fore. but opinion differs on how 
■ far prices could fall. 

Gold was fixed at S574.35 per 
. ounce Tuesday morning, against 


a peak of $384.50 the previous 
week — the highest since the 
1991 Gulf war — and 17 per cent 
above seven-year lows hit in early 
March. 

Dealers see S372 as they num- 
ber the market will rebound 
from. But technical analysts who 
look to charts of historical prices 
to predict market moves are less 
optimistic. 

“We’re getting profit-taking 
signals and have probably seen 
the best of the strength for the 
time being, but it will come 
back.” said David Sneddon, an 
analyst with Investment Research 
of Cambridge. 

According to his charts, the 
kev June futures contract on the 


New York Commodity Exchange 
(XGMEX) could slide to $363 
before reversing the current cor- 
rection. 

That could happen by the end 
of next week, Mr. Sneddon 
added. 

“We have seen some physical 
dishoarding from the Middle East 
this week,” one dealer said. “But 
the Middle East usually goes 
counter to the trend.” 

The gold rally has been driven 
almost entirely by activity in the 
paper futures and options mar- 
kets. 

The markets are highly lever- 
aged — only a small investment is 
required in order to control a 
very big position with a huge 


potential for profit or loss. 

Prices began to rise on feats a 
world economic revival would re- 
kindle inflation while the charts 
supported bullish sentiment. 

Then news emerged that 
Hungarian-born investors 
George Soros had bought 10 per 
cent of U.S. producer Newmont 
Mining from Anglo-French finan- 
cier Janies Goldsmith and British 
financier Lord Rothschild. The 
latter bought call options — or 
rights to buy gold — with the 
money. 

UBS’s Smith was cautious ab- 
out gold's ability to race back to 
its bull trend, citing the narrow 
premium of the much smaller and 


less liquid platinum market over 
gold. 

Only a few weeks ago platinum 
was trading at $30 per ounce 
above gold, now it is less than a 
third of that. 

“Gold's froth has not stuck on 
platinum,” Mr. Smith said. 

The spread between them 
usually widens when gold is ris- 
ing, the logic being that the plati- 
num market is much thinner and 
it takes less activity to move it, he 
added. 

But according to the chart 
analysts, gold bulls have plenty to 
look forward to.” I see gold 
rec hail enging S380 which is critic- 
al, then on to the psychological 
400 level,’* Mr. Sneddon said. 


Shanghai Metals 
Exchange becomes 
world’s 3rd largest 


PEKING (AP) — One year after its opening, the Shanghai Metals 
Exchange has become the world's third largest, but the president of 
the exchange says problems in integrating with world markets persist, 
; an official newspaper has reported. 

The Shanghai Metals Exchange traded 8.3 million tonnes of 
- non-ferrous metals and saw a turnover of 132 billion yuan ($26.6 
billion) during the past year, behind only the metals markets in 
London and New York, the China Daily said. 

7 The exchange has 55 domestic members and serves more than 
1,000 customers across China, according to the newspaper. Com- 
* panies from several other countries, including the United States, 
'Japan and Britain, have applied for membership. 

' ; However, Yu Guocong. president of the exchange, said that most 
~ of the current members do not have foreign trade rights, a factor 
inhibiting the exchange from conforming to world standards. 

“The most urgent task for us is to improve our exchange with 
international-standard practice," Mr. Yu said. 

The Shanghai exchange, selling copper, lead, aluminum, zinc, tin, 
nickel and iron, was designated China’s first futures market. 
However, most of the trading has been in spot contracts rather than 
_ true futures contracts. 


U.S. bank 
insurance 
fund returns 
to the black 


Senior official says 
Cuba ready to make 
economic changes 


World Bank has $lb 
iready for new S. Africa 


LONDON (R) — The World 
Bank has said it was ready to 
allocate a billion dollars in loans 
to South Africa once power is 
handed over to a representative 
government. 

“The prospects are excellent.” 
the bank's regional vice-president 
for Africa, Edward Jaycox, told a 
news briefing in Londons a 

Such loans would be the bank’s 
first to South Africa since the 
racial discrimination of apartheid 
became entrenched there more 
than three decades ago. 

• Mr. Jaycox said a government 
acceptable to the black majority 
must be in place before the bank 
could make the loans, for pro- 
jects including housing, health 
and telecommunications. 

“We can’t lend to South Africa 
unless there’s a representative 
government,” he said. But he 
added, “in my view that doesn't 
have to be an elected govern- 
ment. I expect this to happen as 
soon as we get a transitional 
government.” 

Mr. Jaycox said the bank could 
not subsidise the white minority 
in redressing imbalances and 
there was no wav the loans could 


be concessional. 

The World Bank estimates the 
wealth of South Africa, the 
world's biggest gold exporter, 
averages around $2,500 per per- 
son per year compared with 580 
in neighbouring Mozambique. 

Mr. Jaycox said the bank had 
started preparing the projects 
with the African National Con- 
gress and Pan Africanist Con- 
gress. “When they tell us. we’re 
ready to go,” he said of the major 
black nationalist groups. 

He said development projects 
had to tackle the needs of black 
South Africans who were forcibly 
resettled under apartheid in re- 
mote tribal “homelands’’ or made 
to live in townships some distance 
from the economic centres of 
"white” towns and cities. 

“These are political areas,” he 
said. “We’ve got get people living 
closer to where work is.. .land 
reform is involved as well." 

But with many black youths 
impatient for radical redistribu- 
tion of wealth, Mr. Jaycox added, 
"if the African majority think 
they’re all going to have ranch- 
style houses and two-car garages, 
then we're in trouble.” 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
fond insuring deposits in Amer- 
ica’s 11,735 banks is back. in the 
black for the first time in nearly 
two years, regulators have said. 

At the end of March, the ba- 
lance of the Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corp.’s (FDIC’s) bank 
insurance fund was $1.2 billion, 
up from negative $101 million at 
the end of 1992 and negative $7 
billion a year before that. The 
fund last reported a positive ba- 
lance on June 30, 1991, when it 
was $4.5 billion. 

Only seven banks foiled during 
the first three months of this year, 
compared with 35 during the first 
three months of last year and 122' 
for all of last year. 

The agency's list of problem 
commercial and savings banks fell 
to 743 at the end of March, the 
lowest in more than 10 years, 
from 863 'at the end of 1992 and 
1,090 at the end of 1991.- 

However, the total assets held 
by problem banks, although de- 
clining, is still higher than at any 
time before 1991. The total is 
$427.6 billion at the end of 
March, down from $464.4 billion 
three months before and $609.8 
billion 15 months earlier. 

The FDIC officially is project- 
ing that banks with $25 billion in 
assets will fafl this year, but Ro- 
ger Watson, the agency's re- 
search director, said that estimate 
probably is too high. 

Despite the good news, -the 
FDIC board voted unanimously 
not to change the premiums paid 
by banks during the second half 
of this year. They r. ige from 23 
cents per $100 of deposits for 
healthy banks to 31 cents for | 
banks in poor shape. As recently I 
by 1989, the premium was just 8.3 
cents. 

The FDIC staff, which recom- 
mended keeping the premiums , 
I unchanged, said they did r.rt j 
represent an undue burden on the I 
industry, but board member 
Jonathan Hechter, acting direc- 
tor of the Office of Thrift Super- 
vision. disputed that. 


HAVANA (Agencies) — A 
senior Cuban official said Cuba 
was ready to make economic 
changes but political changes 
would not solve its economic 
problems, which induded a U.S. 
trade embargo. 

“We’re ready to make econo- 
mic changes,” Carlos Lage, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the council of 
ministers, said in an interview 
published by the Mexican news- 
paper El Sol. 

A version of the interview was 
carried in Havana by the Cuban 
news agency, Prensa Latina. 

“We accept private capital in- 
vestment, we're ready to partici- 
pate in international free trade, 
we’re willing to integrate econo- 
mically with Latin America," Mr. 
Lage said. 

Foreign diplomats said that 
while the communist-ruled Carib- 
bean state bad opened np its 
economy to foreign private in- 
vestment and eased a state 
monopoly on foreign trade, it had 
so for stopped short of privatising 
sectors of the economy. 


Mr. Lage strongly condemned 
longstanding U.S. trade and 


a longstanding U.S. trade and 
financial embargo against Cuba, 
which he said had cost die islano 
more than $40 billion over the 
last three decades. 

“What our country is suffering 


Angola launches foreign 
currency sales 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan government has taken further 
measures to liberalise the economy, allowing commercial banks to 
sell foreign currency to licensed businesses wanting to import goods. 
The state news agency Angop reported Saturday that foreign 
currency, to be used for imports, would be sold by the banks at 80 per 
cent the rate on. the parallel market. All commercial banks will 
receive $ 2 million fortnightly and each business could receive a 
maximum $200,000. The new measure, part of efforts by the formerly 
Marxist government to liberalise the state-controlled economy, was 
announced Wednesday by Banco National de Angola (central bank) 
Governor Generoso de Almeida. Angop said the move was aimed at 
combatting inflation on the informal market. After the measure was 
announced, the exchange rate on the black market fell to 15,000 
kwanza to the dollar from around 20,000 kwanza. The sale of foreign 
currency until now has been tightly regulated by the central bank. 
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Japan tax revenues plummet 
due to business slump 


TOKYO (R) — Japan s worst 
economic slump in two decades 
has taken a toil on government 
finances, with tax revenue foiling 
three trillion yen ($27 billion) 
short of estimated income, 
Kyodo News Agency has said. 

Government sources told 
Kyodo that tax revenues for fiscal 


Lloyd’s 
offers help 
to ‘names’ 


is not an embargo, it's a brutal 
blockade... the actions which the 
United States takes against Cuba 
around the whole world,” he 
added. 

Mr. Lage, who is also a mem- 
ber of the Council of State and 
the Politburo of the ruling Com- 
munist Party, said Cuba's prob- 
lems were not political but econo- 
mic. 

'To apply political changes to 
our economic problems is like 
treating a stomach ache with an 
aspiring, with the added danger 
of provoking gastrities,” be said. 

Mr. Lage is considered Cuba's 
chief economic strategist and a 
driving force behind a campaign 
by the communist government to 
attract foreign capital and tech- 
nology investment to the island. 

This strategy is part of Cuba’s 
response to its current economic 
crisis triggered by the collapse of 
its past trade and aid ties with 
Eastern Europe and die former 
Soviet Union. 

Cuba and Russia have recently 
signed an agreement to develop 
economic ties, although the bead 
of a Russian delegation insisted 
that financial aid from Moscow to 
Havana would be “impossible.” 

Prensa Latina reported that the 
document was signed in Havana 
following several days of talks. 


LONDON (R) — Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don has offered to help its mem- 
bers overcome short-term finan- 
cial problems and moved to de- 
fuse a legal timebomb dogging 
the 305-year-old insurance mar- 
ket. 

Chairman David Rowlands 
said in a statement, “this will not 
be an easy task, the issues are 
complex and the amounts in dis- 
pute are very substantial.” 

He told some 3,000 so-called 
“names” at a presentation of 
Lloyd's first-ever business plan in 
London’s Royal Albert Hall they 
would be able to use some of the 
premiums collected this year to 
help overcome short-term solven- 
cy problems following recent re- 
cord losses. 


The world's largest insurance 
market, which reports results 
three years in arrears, last month 
forecast that its 1990 loss due in 
June, partly due to a series of 
natural disasters, would be be- 
tween £2.5 billion ($3.84 billion) 
and £2.8 billion ($4-30 billion), 
after a £2.06 billion ($3.16 bil- 
lion) deficit for 1989. 

The business plan, which offers 
a blueprint for survival and lays 


the groundwork for future growth 
at Lloyd’s, is designed to save 


Lloyd's from being swamped by 
losses of more than £6 billion 
($9.22 billion) in the years 1988 to 
1991. 


Mr. Rowland said in a state- 
ment Lloyd's was also setting up 
two panels to help find solutions 
to the legal disputes hanging over 
the market. 

Many names — private indi- 
viduals who underwrite Lloyd’s 
risks — have joined action groups . 
’to pursue allegations of negli- 
gence against some of their 
agents in the market. 

One panel anil look at the legal 
side of the various claims brought 
.or pending by names’ action 
groups. The other panel will ex- 
amine how much moiney is avail- 
able to compensate names for 
losses they have incurred and 
recommend the structure of a 
possible settlement offer. 

Lloyd’s chief executive Peter 
Middleton urged names at the 
meeting to support the Council of 
Lloyd’s in its search for a solution 
to the market's current problems.’ 

Mr. Middleton said the busi- 
ness plan would bring the princi- 
ples of good management to 
Lloyd's and should result in a 
1995 underwriting profit of £900 
million ($1.38 billion). 

Qne name said the plan was 
already too late for some. 
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“If Income taxes get too high, I'M just 
beg my boss for a pay cut." 


Andy Capp 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble Ihese four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



WHEPEN 


Mow arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Saturday's 


(An ewers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ALIVE OFTEN • DREDGE CAMPUS 
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1992, ending on March 31. 1993, 
amounted to less than 5:> in lion 
yen ($500 billion) or three trillion 
yen short of the governments 
revised forecast late last year. 


realised that the economic reces- 
sion had caused both P«vatc 
corporate incomes to tall, K>ouo 
said. 


vised forecast late last year. officials nlan to use special 
TJe government onpnaUy ^ for Msneillg the 

edicted it would reap 6— . fh , s horu«. it 


predicted it would reap o— u,_ , * to the shortage, 

lion yen ($568 billion) in revenue ■ h fi t timc j n 1 1 yea 

but revised its outlook o nce it wm ws „ 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 31, 1993 

8y Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carrol! tighter Foundation 

rcV co A I TFNDENCIES: towards your attachment can swvc 

GENERAL 1 oendina adverse condition 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
a can up whatever isn't to your 
liking while adding some art._ col- 
our or culture to your environ- 
ment. Conditions at home lend 
themselves to improvements 
quickly and esily and without great 
cost. 


ARIES: March 21 to April 19) 
Your own ideas for some new 
beginnings and interests are excel- 
lent and you would be wise to acr 
on them at once as later in the day 
a bigwig can block your progress. • 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your day to be still and let 
those progressive ideas mature in 
your consciousness, then you can 
make forages into a better set of 
circumstances. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have a dynamic friend who has just 
the right plan of action for you to 
get out from under problems and 
into a more successful frame of 
mind. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now find it possible to 
bring to the attention of a highly 
placed person your own special 
abilities and get the persons back- 
ing. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Your 
day to early make that change you 
have been considering for it can be 
beneficial to you ana later don’t 
get involved in fracas with fellow 
associates. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You find that a better attitude 


LIBRA: (September 23 lo October 
22) Follow the recommendations 
of a brilliant associate given early 
in the day and success become* 
more quickly yours, then don’t lr! 
a family problem up^et you 
SCORPIO: (October 23 ua Novem- 
ber 21) Plunges into activities fac- 
ing you with enthusiasm and you 
gel more done that you have 
thought possible, tonight u<e much 
care *on the highways, in morion. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can have a 
good time in your spare moments 
today os wdi as many arrange- 
ments for the future recreations, 
then tonight be careful of expendi- 
tures. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think about what you 
can do to tone up your home with 
some new interests that pleases 
your own family and tonight avoid 
pushing your interests strongly. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can be far more 
productive today than for some- 
time past so gel busy and put your 
plans in motion, tonight steer ctcar 
of a private anxiety. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You see anew whai you can do 
increase the amount of goodies you 
**ave in your life so go after them 
quickly, then avoid a demanding 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE I, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Oar- anything where a practical busine 


ify in your contact with others just 
what they expert of you and sche- 
dule your time wisely. If you allow 
pleasure to interfere with bus ness 
you could become frustrated and 
spend more than was your original 
intention. 


ARIES: March 21 to April 19) You 
find you need to be cautious in 
accepting and going along with a 
proposal of an outside associate, 
tonight consider your financial 
position. 


anything where a practical business 
matter is concerned but career 
requires you to as agreed, tonight 
don't be inquisitive. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Your associate are not ready 
for that plan that means so much to 
you, so put it aside for the mo- 
ment. tonight steer dear of any 
financial commitments. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You think by some quick action y 
ou can get rid of a standing prob- 
lem but it mil take more time than 
you think or it will later boomer- 
ang on you. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- . 
ber 21) Plod along on the way you 
have found best suited to do what- ] 
ever your activities are successfully ■ 
and tonight thi: k how you aufA-. 
improve personally. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don't let a friend talk you into 
some swift new arrangement that 
you have not carefully analysed, 
studied, tonight cheer up your 
mate who is feeling very down. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is the day for you to 
do whatever you have agreed in 
public or vorational interest with- 
out suggesting changes, tonight 
don’t spend on fun. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) You 
need to make haste slowly in con- 
sidering an expansive activity for 
another has the inside track, 
tonight don't rise to bait for a fight 
at home. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don't try to get away with 


improve personally. ~ 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Outsider well how 
to enjoy present entertainment and 
don't get involved in a modern 
scene, tonight a private worry can 
upset you if you allow it to do so. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Making any waves at 
your home could cause some fric- 
tion to develop very quickly there 
so keep silent in reference to critic- 
ism, tonight don't invite a friend 
into your home. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think about what you can 
do to maintain a better relationsffip 
with usual companions instead of 
pressing new plans; tonight avoid 
an irate bigwig. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
ZO) Keep your financial Situation in 
its status quo and don't yield to 
opportunities of an expert but 
maintain steadfastness, tonight 
stick close to home. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Arduous trip 
5 Suit material 
10 Bridge 

14 Puerto dweBar 

15 Pertaining to a 
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18 Narrative 

17 Oil cartel 

18 Sturts 

19 Solemnity 

20 Exude 

21 Macaulay CuDdn 
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25 At as 

26 Volcanic rock 
29 Type size 

32 Swiftly 


|888" aaaBB 


37 Macaulay CiHkln 
film 

41 FuSS 

42 Aubenonois of 
TV 

43 Damp 

44 Extra 

46 Armed bands 

47 On the briny 

49 Angry 

50 Macaulay Cuikhn 
ftm 

54 Initiate m a 
humWMing way 

58 Piero's state: 
abbr. 

59 Class 

.60 Yoked beasts 

81 Shamrock land 

62 Aquatic mammal 

63 “On Golden — " 

64 Coward 

65 Theatrical - 
presentations 

66 TVs Shroyer 
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DOWN 

1 Thunder god 

2 Lariat 

3 Fencing weapon 

4 Relative of a 
bribe 

5 Scented bag 
8 Blunder 

7 Paper quantity 

6 Sport 


9 "Bom Free" 
lioness 

ID Endeavored 

11 US patriot, 

Thomas 

12 Change 

13 Rrst named 
22 Allow 

24 Gen. Robert — 
Z6 Theda of the 
Silents 
27 Footless 
26 Maine river 

31 Swiss river 

33 Ripening agent 

34 Elevator name 
fo Flower howar 
36 BA word 

38 — taia 

39 Cupid 

40 Despair 
*4 Small pear 

45 Chum 

46 Fireplace 

items 
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banner 

48 Springe 
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Japan’s battered 
brokers predict 
solid return to the 
*Mack this year 


Tokyo (AFP) — Japan’s big 
' our securities fens have forecast 
a solid return to profitability in. 

current year following one of - 
uie most dismal performances ra- 
the history of the country’s stock- 
broking industry. 

But analysts said profitability 
in the current year would defend 
on turnover qfi the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange which plunged to a 
tkijy average of less than 250 
billion yen in the latest year, 
down from 354 billion ven a year 
earlier. 

The projections followed 
announcements of betrer-than- 
expected results by industry lead- 
er Nomura Securities Co., Ltd. 
and th rid- ranked Nikko Secur- 
ities Co. Ltd. Nomura's pre-tax 
earnings plunged 95 per cent to 
2.4 billion yen ($21 million) while 
Nikko’s profit dropped 19.4 per 
cent to 2.5 billion yen. 

But Daiwa Securities Co. Ltd. 
and Yamaichi Securities Co. Ltd. 
suffered bigger-than expected 
losses. Second-ranked Daiwa m- 
scurred a pre-tax loss of 7.3 bil- 
lion yen, reversing a profit of 9.3 
billion yen. Yamaichi, ranked 
fourth, saw its losses widen two 
per cent to 37.4 billion yen. 

Hit by sharp declines in com- 
mission revenue arising from re- 
duced stockmarket turnover, 
Nomura, Daiwa and Yamaichi 
^had all projected losses for the 
year in their most recent esti- 
mates with only Nikko expecting 
to break even. 

Ten of Japan's second-tier 


man Sadao Hashimoio and presi- 
dent Shotaro Seki following a 
series of scandals. A new presi- 
dent has named from Sakura 
Bank Ltd., the company's mam 
banker. 

For the current year, Nomura 
forecast pre-tax earnings of 70- 
bQfion yen while Daiwa and Nik- 
ko both projected profits of 60 
billion yen. Following two years 
of steep losses, Yamaichi pro- 
jected earnings of 40 billion yen. 

The Big Four are also project- 
ing increased revenue in the cur- 
rent year following declines of 
around 20 per cent in the year to 
March, mainly as a result of 
reduced commission revenue trig- 
gered -by decreased trading 
volume. 

The four leading brokers, 
which rely on commission re- 
venue few almost two thirds of 
their turnover, have recently 
been encouraged by a strong re- 
bound in trading volume to an 
average of 630 billion yen a day in 
April. 


securities firms also announced 
led by?K 

Co. Ltd. with a pre-tax loss of 51 


losses led by^Kankau Securities 


billion yen. 

Yamatane Securities Co. Ltd., 
which suffered a loss of 10.4 
billion yen, meanwhile 
announced the resignations of 14 
top executives including chair- 


Kazumasa Niimi, senior eco- 
nomist at the Japan Research 
Institute, said even smaller secur- 
ities companies would return to 
the black if average daily volume 
exceeded 500 billion yen a day in 
the current year. 

But if it falls below 400 billion 
yen a day, he said losses were 
likely at two of the Big Four as 
well as the smaller companies. 

Mr. Niimi said relatively strong 
earnings from bond trading last 
year were unlikely to be repe- 
ated. “No broker will be able to 
make a big hit here this year,” he 
said, referring to fading hopes for 
further interest rate cuts after the 
rebound in share prices amid 
expectations that the economy 
has bottomed. 


OECD sees 
rough sailing 
ahead for Iceland 


PARIS (AFP) — Iceland, smal- 
lest among the 24 economies 
grouped in thf Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD), faces 
Another ' year of recession this 
year and a “distinctly unfavour- 
able” outlook for 1994. too. the 
OECD has said. 

Output could fall off by a 
further 1.8 percent in 1993 after a 
3.3 per cent drop in Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) in 
1992, it said in its annual survey 
of the Icelandic economy. 

The survey foresaw a turn- 
round to modestly positive 
growth of about 1.0 per cent next 
year, with Iceland “possibly be- 
nefiting from a recovery in export 
markets and... early gains from 
European integration,” due to 
receive a boost from the Euro- 
pean Economic Area (EEA) 
accord. » 

m It attributecRhe country's poor 
“short-term outlook mainly to a 
deterioration of cod stocks entail- 
ing severe cutbacks in catch 
quotas. 

Other major causes included 
waning demand and sliding prices 
for aluminium and ferro-silicon. 
the other top two export pro- 
ducts. and the* impact of right 
macro-economic policies re- 
quired to cut public deficits and 
control inflation. 

The OECD said authorities 
must now seek to “consolidate 
the success they have had in 
ridding the eoonomy of its infla- 
tionary and public-sector exces- 
ses.” noting that inflation was at a 
20-year low by the end of 1992. 

Inflation might temporariy rise 
to some three per cent this year 
because of high'er import prices in 
The wake of a six per cent de- 
valuation last November of Ice- 


land's krona against a “basket” 
consisting of the European ECU, 
the dollar and the yen. But prices 
should be broadly stable next 
year,, the OECD said. 

It said a commitment to a 
stable exchange rate was essential 
to maintaining price and wage 
stability and a steady reduction of 
current high real interest rates.. 

“Any farther currency de- 
valuation might well serve to slow 
the inevitable process of rationa- 
lisation confronting the fisheries, 
thereby perpetrating the volatil- 
ity of the economy which is 
caused bv its lack of diversifica- 
tion,” OECD economists said. 

Fish and fish products have 
reoently accounted for up to 80 
per cent of the export earnings of 
the nigged and misty North 
Atlantic island republic, which 
has a population of 260,000 for an 
area nearly one-fifth that of 
France, with three-quarters cov- 
ered byglaciers and barren volca- 
nic rock. 

The crisis in the fisheries sector 
was due to many years of over- 
fishing of cod and recent un- 
favourable environmental condi- 
tions. and would probably re- 
quire further cuts in cod the catch 
in a bid to ensure stock rebuild- 
ing. 

The crisis has doubled Ice- 
land's normally low jobless rate- 
to nearly five per cenr last year, 
the OEcD noted, adding that the 
rate might rise farther to a more 
than 50-year peak of just over six 
per cent in 1994. 

This could affect households’ 
willingness to spend, while high 
interest rates and excess capacity 
might hold back any marked re- 
bound in private consumption 
and investment for another year 
or so, the OECD said. 


UAE seeks to boost non-oil industry 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), keen to ■ 
cut its reliance on imports and 
diversify its oil-dominated eco-. 
nomy, is increasing lending to 
private investors and trying to 
match them to promising ideas. 

But Emirates Industrial Bank 
(EIB) General Manager Moham- 
mad Abdul Baki said Emirates 
investors would take time to de- 
velop the management and 
marketing skills needed to plan 
and execute large-scale industrial 
projects. 

Mr. Abdul Baki said lending 
from January to May had almost 
reached total 1992 lending as the 
bank puts new emphasis on 
matching investors with 
embryonic projects ripe for 
funds. 


“Diversifying the UAE eco- 
nomy is dearly an enormous 
undertaking,” he added in a writ- 
ten response to questions from 
Renters. 

Mr. Abdul Baki said ELB, the 
UAE’s main source for industrial 
financing, had approved 80.2 mil- 
lion dirhams (S22 million) for 
projects in the Gulf Arab state 
this year. 

. Total funding for new indust- 
rial projects rose to 107.8 million 
dirhams (S29 million) in 1992 
from 100.6 million dirhams ($27 
million) in 1991. 

But the local economy still has 
some problems to overcome. 

“These projects are still on the 
small scale and reflect the limita- 
tions imposed by the size of the 
UAE market,” Mr. Abdul Baki 


said. “It will take time for private 
investors; in this country to develop 
tbe management capability and 
especially marketing skills to plan 
and execute large-scale industrial 
projects.*’ 

Mr. Abdul Baki said the bank 
had extended its role to match 
investors with industrial projects. 

“In addition to our funding 
activities ... the EIB exercises a 
significant influence in a non- 
funding capacity,” he said. 

EIB is 51 per cent owned by 
the UAE government. The rest is 
held by eight national banks and 
five insurance companies. 

It is the UAE’s facilitator of an 
Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) 
programme which extends credits 
for trade deals which promote 
UAE exports to other Arab 


countries. 

Mr. Abdul Baki said the bank 
bases its lending on import sub- 
stitution projects which use local 
resources. In the past two years it 
funded 41 projects in food, met- 
als, minerals, chemicals, plastics, 
paper, and manufacturing, he 
said. 

“It will become increasingly 
important ... that industrial pro- 
jects are able to market their 
output outside of the UAE as 
well,” he pointed out. 

Like other Gulf Arab states, 
the UAE is largely reliant on 
food and manufacturing imports 
from the West and Japan. Im- 
ports in Abu Dhabi, the largest 
oil producer of the seven emi- 
rates, topped SI billion in the first 
quarter of 1993. 


China reports, huge price increases 


Publi-Graphics represents 
Young & Rubicam in the 
Middle East 

Young & Rubicam Inc. will be represented by the Middle East 
advertising agency, Publi-Graphics, in that region of tbe world 
.under an agreement announced jointly today. The announcement 
was made by Ingo Krauss, chairman and chief executive officer, Y 
& R Europe and Mustapaha Assad, president and chief executive 
officer of Public-Graphics. The agreement is effective May 1st, 
1993. “Publi-Graphics repeatedly has demonstrated why is the 
•leading professional agency in the region," commented Mr. 
j&rauss. “We have witnessed the agency’s outstanding talent and 
creativity for many years, having worked together on a variety of 
assignments. This new relationship will be a major asset in 
meeting all our clients’ communications needs." Mr. Assad said: 

■ “We are deeply appreciative of the confidence placed in us by 

■ Young & Rubicam, and it is indeed a privilege for Publi-Graphics 
&to represent such a leading worldwide agency.” Publi-Graphics, 
• founded in 1973, is the leading communications group in the 

Middle East. It will provide Young & Rubicam a Middle East 
agency network that includes offices m Amman, Bahrain, Beirut, 
Cairo, Damascus, Dubai, Jeddah, Kuwait. Muscat, Riyadh and 
Tehran. 


BEIJING (AP) — Big increases 
in the prices of fuel, construction 
materials and industrial raw 
materials signal that even higher 
inflation awaits Chinese consum- 
ers later this year. 

The State Statistics Bureau said 
that the retail price index in 
major cities in April was 17 per 
cent higher than in April 1992. 
the biggest month-on-month gain 
in five years. 

Bnt production costs were up 
even more sharply, the China 
Daily quoted tbe bureau as 
saying. Fuel was up 78 per cent 
from April 1992, construction 
materials were up 40 per cent and 
the prices of various services were 
up 41 per cent, the paper said. 

Incomes also rose higher than 
planned, it said without giving 


any figures. But the fact that 
incomes for many urban residents 
have kept pace with inflation has 
so far prevented the widespread 
social discontent that accompa- 
nied the last period of high infla- 
tion in 1988. 

Industrial output maintained 
the same strong pace set in the' 
first three months of the year. 
Output by state-owned factories 
in April was up 25 per cent 
from April 1992, while output by 
smaller, more efficient township- 
run factories was up 71.5 per 
cent, the Economic information 
Daily (Jingji Cankao Bao) said. 

Reports on the inflation figures 
in China's official media reflected 
a new willingness to acknow- 
lending- the problem after months 
of insisting that the economy was 


under control. The China Daily 
warned against “runaway invest- 
ment. in fixed assets” and quoted 
economists as saying that it was 
crucial for the government to 
tighten regulation over develop- 
ment. 

From January through April, 
fixed-asset investment by state- 
owned companies totalled 97.2 
billion yuan ($17 billion), up 
nearly 70 per cent from the same 
period of last year, the paper 
said. 

The burst of investment, a ma- 
jor factor in the rising inflation, 
reflects how closely many com- 
panies follow political rather than 
economic trends in making ex- 
pansion plans: They are respond- 
ing to senior leader Deng Xiaop- 
ing’s call last spring for bold 


reform and development. Experi- 
ence tells them the government 
will eventually shift gears, tighten 
credit and discourage growth, 
and they want to grab the oppor- 
tunity while it lasts. 

Recently the central bank 
raised interest rates on savings 
accounts and loans in hopes of 
encouraging savings and di&-. 
couraging leading. Bui the China 
Daily quoted Wang Dayong of 
the People’s Bank of China, the 
central bank, as saying the rate 
increases were less than expected 
and would have only limited im- 
pact. 

The government increased the 
cost of loans by less than one 
percentage point, fearful of in- 
creasing the burden on state-run 
enterprises. 
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S. Arabia sees 
boom in gasoline 
additive plants 


MANAMA (R) — It is boom 
time in Saudi Arabia for building 
plants which produce an additive 
that makes gasoline burn cleaner. 

Worldwide demand for the 
additive, methyl tertiary butyl 
ether (MTBE), has been pro- 
jected to triple during this decade 
and it is plain that the Saudi 
public and private sector want a 
major share of the global market. 

The latest company to throw its 
hat into the ring is the Jeddah- 
based Alujain Corp, which 
awarded the international en- 
gineering firm ABB Lummus 
Crest Inc. a contract to prepare a 
feasibility study and implementa- 
tion plan for an MTBE plant. 

Alujain said it is planning to 
build a plant to produce 500,000 
tonnes per year in the Red Sea 
port of Yanbu. It would not 
reveal the estimated cost of the 
project, but such plants cost hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. 

Five other plants are either 
under advanced planning, under 
construction or already in opera- 
tion in Saudi Arabia, with the 
help of cheap government loans. 

Together they are due to have 
3.5 million tonnes of capacity by 
early 1997. in addition to Alu- 
jain's 500, 000. 

MTBE is a petrochemical pro- 
duct that helps cut carbon mono- 
xide emissions and also raises 
octane levels to make gasoline 
more valuable. 

The United States’ 1990 clean 
air act started requiring gasoline 
using MTBE or similar additives 
in the most polluted regions from 


last November and will generalise 
its use from 1995. 

“According to a recent market 
study for Alujain by Chem Sys- 
tems, global demand for MTBE 
is expected to increase signifi- 
cantly during the 1990s as a result 
of the implementation of environ- 
mental legislation in the U.S. and 
other industrial countries.” Alu- 
jain said in a statement. 

Chem Systems are U-S. -British 
petrochemical consultants. 

The study expects MTBE de- 
mand to rise from eight million 
tonnes in 1991 to 23 million in 
1995 and 29 million in the year 
2000. The Saudi plants would 
have capacity representing about 
one-seventh of world demand by 
the end of the decade. 

The MTBE market currently 
appears oversupplied in the Un- 
ited States, with the product sell- 
ing on the spot market for about 
one-third less than buyers with 
long-term contracts ore paring. 

But traders and analysts there 
say rising demand in 1994 and 
19^5 will overtake supply, and 
prices should rise. 

The Saudi projects are count- 
ing on that. 

The contract to ABB Lummus 
Crest, a U.S. unit of the Swedish- 
Swiss company ASEA Brown 
Bovcri A.G.. requires a “bank- 
able" feasibility study and imple- 
mentation plan by August — one 
that can be used to raise finance. 

Alujain is a joint stock com- 
pany with Saudi and other Gulf 
Arab shareholders. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

I^^TEL. 604676 604696 
IjLSS^sJ P.O.BOX 7806 
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I CROWN INTLEST. I 

1 Packing, shipping M 
j| Forwarding, storage 8 

worldwide Removals g 

Air, Sea and Land 



JORDAN 
MARKET PUCE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 


STUDIO HAIG 

: Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service* 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Sfae 3096 Inytr 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 



Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank- Phone: 604042 
.Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasle our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 


4 RENT 8- SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


AV/S 


We try harder. 



2? 699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 

Book now & Join 


our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 

* Antalya $ 800 H'R 

* Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

All in 5 star INT'L HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International £ 
Luxury Hofels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
a Egypt 


/TclS J2SL fir * t c,a *® fences & moderate prices 
vhlt rTiake s ? n ? e J2£ leisure & business travellers 
V _ i r s Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 
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CHINA 
HOUSE 
Restaurant 


^'ijirfiJI Cull ^i)m| 

120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aft great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
P rtp eral by oar 
rirlnw rfirfc 

Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
T*kr mj strifes 
Jabai Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Fid. 
TeL 6830Q< 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Often Ai I.ULU Vi ulri7| 

Take away is available 

Uadi 6a qtj fioaa 
W P.vacte'o.'ta 

lTeLMT«2. Amman! 

Cnee lasted 
Ahwey* Lcvcd 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

’$/ O'c'e Jabat Amman, near 

Ahhyyah Qirrs SCflOOf 

Takeaway is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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FORTE 

GRAND 


Orinu l unn 

rhi F.irict.rjnd \niman 

\|i t \Lfiu-.ti. n.".. III. 

I'm -...ji i.^ivji, a pf,., x _ ,|i 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


wig nniufl 

Special Executive Lund 

Take away servii 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.3< 
7.30^11.3( 
After the Philadelphia 
Towards 3rd circle 


FLAT; O. TEL 

restaurant 

661295 

HAUAR CUISINE 

Cocktail - Piano Bar 

Opeaing Soon 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAItOTEL 

ilJLiqllla 


Amman - Tel 668193 
POBo* 9403 - Fax 602-134 
Telex 23868 DAR0TL jO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Two leading political parties virtually Pentagon 
in Cambodian election results 



PH$OM PENH (R) — The rul- 
mg>Cambod'!an People’s Party 
(CPP) and the main opposition 
royalist party were virtually tied 
Sunday 35 vote counting con- 
tinued following the country's 
first multiparty elections in de- 

cadgi. 

'With fewer than half a million. 
Lallbts counted out of 4.2 million 
( ast; the CPP of Prime Minister 
lunSen won 189,005. or 41.1 per 
rsnf,- while royalist Funcinpec 
,ook 184,497. or 40.1 per cent, 
=he;U.N. announced. 

while the royalists were 
swainping the CPP in the capital, 
-.he opposite was true in the coun- 
tryside. 

With 45 per cent of the Phnom 
Perth- vote counted, the Royalists 
*had 8S.735 to the CPP’s 49.045. 

But in underpopulated Ratana- 


kiri province in the far northeast, 
tiie CPP took 15,605 votes to only 
982 for Funcinpec. 

The 18 other parries that par- 
ticipated in the U.N.-run, six-day 
national poll trailed far behind, 
led by the Buddhist Liberal 
Democratic Party of former 
Prime Minister Son Sann with 
14.612 votes nationwide, or 3.2 
per cent. 

Funcinpec, a French acronym 
for National United Front For an 
Independent, Neutral, Peaceful 
and Cooperative Cambodia, is 
led by Prince Norodom Ranar- 
iddh. son of head of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. 

On Saturday night, after U.N. 
counters reported preliminary re- 
sults showing Funcinpec in the 
lead, the government radio and 
television stations said the U.N. 


figures were confused- and could 
cause disorder. 

“We hope UNTAC (the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia) will be more impartial." 
senior CPP spokesman Sok An 
told reporters Sunday. 

Although the radical Khmer 
Rouge threatened violence to 
stop people voting in the elec- 
tions it boy coned, the polls were 
almost without incident. 

But that has done little to 
persuade Cambodians that the 
calm will continue through the 
transition period that is to lead 
the country away from a quarter 
century of political thuggery to- 
wards democracy. 

“We might face difficulties 
even in the military field," Prince 
Nordom Sihanouk said Saturday. 

“I am very frightened that the 


Khmer Rouge wili return to 
Phnom Penh " said Bo, a 21- 
year-old student. 
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"I think that if Hun Sen loses 
the election, tbe police and army 
will stay loayl to him and will not 
join Funcinpec " said a 22-year- 
old farming student 

The Maoist Khmer Rouge put 
Cambodia through a reign of 

terror in the 1970s that killed a 
million people through execu- 
tion. starvation, disease and 
forced labour. 

They were originally included 
in the U.N. peace plan because of 
their military strength, but 
baulked at disarmament and 
dropped out of the elections 
saying the vote was part of a plot 
to turn Cambodia into a Viet- 
namese colony. 

Prince Sihanouk said the 90 per 
cent voter turnout in the election 
was an historic rejection of the 
Khmer Rouge. 

Funcinpec describes itself as a 
liberal democratic party and has 
urged accomodation with Khmer 
Rouge members, if not with Pol 
Pot and other leaders from the 
“killing fields” years. Its 
approach is diametrically 
opposed to tbe CPP's which sees 
no role for the Khmer Rouge' in 
the future of Cambodia and is 
pledged to wiping out its guerril- 
las. 


The- CPP was born of the Com- 
munist Party Vietnam put in pow- 
er after it drove the Khmer 
Rouge out of Phnom Penh in 
January, 1979. It now advocates 
market economics. 


A crowd waiting for election results gathers around 
a gjant official election scoreboard with a map of 


Cambodia in front of the royal 
Penh (AFP photo) 


At stake in tbe election are 120 
seats in a constituent assembly 
that will write a constitution, 
in Phnom within three months, and then 
form a government. 







SARAJEVO (R) — Serb forces 
poifrsd artillery and tank fire on 
Sarajevo and attacked Muslim 
defence lines around the be- 
leaguered east Bosnian enclave of 
Gorazde Sunday. 

U.N. peacekeepers were 
forged to take shelter in bunkers 
at tfieir Sarajevo headquarters by 
the* intensity of a shelling blitz 
thai began before dawn and con- 
tinued throughout the morning. 

At least six people were killed 
ana 30 wounded, city hospitals 
sai<J noon. 

Barry Frewer, a spokesman for 
'he! United Nations Protection 
Forte (UNPROFOR) told repor- 
4er$ "It’s a tinderbox situation 
(in ■Sarajevo). The slightest pro- 
vocation seems to set things off." 

U.N. military observers said 
the.jbulk of the firing hit areas of 
thej Bosnian capital held by the 
Muslim-led government. 

Streets were virtually deserted 
'after Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio warned: “Due to the ex- 
ceptionally grave security situa- 
-tion in the city, citizens are 
waited to take maximum security 
precautions." 

Muslim and Serb forces fought 
„ an intense tank, mortar and artil- 
lery battle for almost an hour 
ear ly_ Sunday on Trebevic Moun- 
tain* which overlooks the city. 

Fifes broke out on the pine- 
clad; slopes of the mountain 
whose 1 upper reaches are control- 
led by Serbs who have besieged 


kills 6 in Sarajevo 


Sarajevo since Bosnia's civil war 
erupted 14 mentis ago. 

Maj. Frewer said UNPRO- 
FOR was trying to persuade the 
Serbs to allow military observers 
to go to Gorazde which has been 
under fierce attack since Friday, 
according to Sarajevo Radio. 

It reported Saturday that 17 
Muslim villages in the enclave, 
wherSiUp- to .70,000 .Muslims are 
trapped, were set on fire and that 
Muslim defence lines had been 
breached in two places. 

“We’re very concerned about 
reports from that area,” Maj. 
Frewer said. "We have seen the 
Bosnian Serbs, in particular, are 
not following through on their 
written agreements.” 

The Serbs have refused to 
allow the military observers to go 
to Gorazde because they say UN- 
PROFOR and the Muslims have 
not honoured promises to de- 
militarise the Muslim enclaves of 
Srebrenica and Zepa in eastern 
Zepa. 

Gorazde is the last Muslim 
stronghold in the region which 
the Serbs have not yet captured 
or neutralised. 

It has been proposed as a U=N. 
safe area under a new peace plan 
drafted by the West and Russia* 
since Bosnian Serbs rejected a 
U.N. -backed peace plan that 
would have placed eastern Bosnia 
under Muslim control. 

The region was ethnically 
mixed when fighting began, with 


Muslims controlling most of its 
towns from where they have now 
been expelled. 

The onslaught on Gorazde and 
Sarajevo and the extension of the 
Serb offensive to Maglaj in north- 
ern Bosnia in defiance of cease- 
fire agreements challenged pros- 
pects that the safe areas concept 
would mature. 


U.N. Secretary .General Bout- 
ros Ghali has warned that U.N. 
peacekeepers dm- be deptoyedin 
the safe areas only with the con- 
sent of the waning parties and 
after a holding ceasefire. 

Sarajevo Radio said Maglaj, 
which has a mixed Muslim and 
Croat population of 45,000 and 
has been under attack for almost 
two weeks, was heavily shelled by 
Serb artillery Sunday morning. 

It reported that Muslim posi- 
tions around Brcko in northern 
Bosnia were also hit and that 
Serb helicopters were flying in 
the region and flouting the U.N. 
no-fly zone over Bosnia. 


Leaders of the self-prodaimed 
Serb Republic in Bosnia and the 
Republic of Serb Krajina (RSK) 
which has been set up on cap- 
tured territoiy in Croatia met in 
Bijeljina in northern Bosnia 
Saturday to discuss unification. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic said they agreed that 
unification, which be described as 
a “strategic goal,” should lake 
place gradually. 


i 



Sfexenteeu-year-old lmda Nogic (centre) is con- 
erataSated by second-placed 16-year-okl Dyana 
fthk (right) and Marija Miskr, third place, alter 


winning the “Miss 1 
contest (AFP photo) 


Sarajevo” beauty 


w - 


Miss Besieged Sarajevo 9 chosen 


dVort her bathing suit under 
L. fanev dothes in the com- 

were limited* tada Nogic, 

among 13 finalists in a contest 
postponed once tlus week be- 
2n^the war-tom city had no 
ejsctridly. The 13 contestants 
praraded before J 

boisterous audience of about 


300, local press and a gaggle of 

war correspondents and photo- 
graphers from around the 
world. Well-known Bosnian 
folk and pop singers enter- 
tained the. crowd between seg- 
ments of tbe competition. “I 
have nothing to fight with but 
my beauty, so I think it’s very 
important to do something like 
this,” said 17-year-old contes- 
tant Ema Cikic. “U's just for 
ftm,” said Amira Biranovic, 

another contestant. “Since 
Sarajevo is besieged they can’t 
even take ns out for a holiday.” 
Reminders of war were never 


far away during the .beauty 
contest. At one pout contes- 
tants in swim-suits posed with a 
banner, written in English, 
saying “Don't let them kfll us.” 
Sarajevo has been surrounded 
by rebel Serb forces since Bos- 
nia erupted in civil war 14 
months ago. More titan 10 per 
cent of the city’s 380,000 people 
have been killed or wounded in 
the siege. The sound of at least 
one mortar bomb could be 
heard above the din of the 
proceedings, although Sargjvo 
was enjoying a relatively quiet 
day by war-time standards. 


Guatemalan 

leader 


steps back 
from power 
seizure 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — 
Under pressure, at home and 
abroad, Guatemalan 'Presi de nt 
Jorge Serrano has announced he 
was stcjfpftig 1 'tack* Trom author- 
itarian role adopted five days 
before. 

Mr. Serrano said he would 
draw up a transition plan, includ- 
ing election of a new Congress, to 
be submitted to the people for 
approval in a referendum within 
90 days. 

Mr. Serrano’s message was 
broadcast as he met the Organisa- 
tion of American States (OAS) 
secretary general, Joao Baena 
Soares, who was in Guatemala to 
press OAS demands for a return 
to constitutional rule. 

Tbe president £as been ruling 
by decree since Tuesday, when be 
suspended the constitution, thb 
Congress and the Supreme Court 
in a self-styled crusade against 
drug-trafficking and corruption. 

“In the transition roles, will be 
included the election of a Con- 
gress which will have legislative 
functions from its installation un- 
til the end of current presidential 
term," Mr. Serrano said. 

Mr. Serrano was reading a 
statement, released later by his 


piess office, entitled “President 
Serrano'! 


s commitment to demo- 
cracy, and proposal to return to 
institutional normality.” 

He appeared to be responding 
to rejection of bis hardline mea- 
sures expressed by the interna- 
tional community, mnch of 
Guatemalan society and sectors 
of tbe military. 

Guatemala City has been 
awash with rumours for the past 
two days that some members of 
the army were planning to step in 
this weekend to overthrow Mr. 
Serrano and restore the constitu- 
tion — rumours that some diplo- 
mats regarded as certainty. 


to change 
fighting 


strategy 


NEW YORK CR) — The Penta- 
gon is moving toward a new 
strategy in which the U.S. milit- 
ary would no longer plan on 
fighting two - major wars at once 
but would handle them in turn, 
the New York Tunes reported in 
its Sunday editions. 

Under the new approach, if 
conflicts broke out at the same 
time in two regions, military force 
would be used derisively to win 
one war while air power and a 
limited number of ground forces 
would be used to bold the line in 
another, it said. 

After the first war was won, the 
United States would shift its 
forces to win a second victory, a 
strategy Pentagon officials have 
dubbed “win-hold-win," the New 
York Times said, quoting un- 
named Pentagon officials. 

The emerging approach marks 
a departure from the former Bosh 
administration’s strategy that the 
United States needs forces and 
weapons to handle two large re- 
gional wars at the same time — a 
decision it reached after the de- 
mise of the Soviet Union, the 
newspaper said. 

Tbe newspaper quoted Vernon 
Guidry, spokesman for Defence 
Secretary Les Asp in, as acknow- 
ledging a change in strategy was 
bring considered but saying Mr. 
Aspin had made no final deri- 
sion. 

Mr. Aspin “will consult with 
other members of the national 
security team before presenting 
recommendations to the pres- 
dent,” Mr. Guidiy told the pap- 
er. 

Meanwhile President Bin Clin- 
ton vowed Saturday to make sure 
U.S. military power remains tbe 
str o ngest in the workJ despite 
deep cuts in defence spending 
brought on by tbe aid of tbe cold 
war. 

“I win do my part and I think 
the Congress will too. to make 
sure our forces are always ready 
to fight and win on a moments 
notice,” Mr, Clinton said in a 



U.S. President Bfll Clinton watches the graduating class of West Point 
Military Academy throw their hats in tbe air (AFP photo) 


commencement address to the 
corp of cadets graduating from 
West Point — the U.S. military 
academy. 

Mr. Clinton is trying to regain 
his footing after a few difficult 
weeks where he faced con- 
troversy over a $200 haircut, a 
flap over firing seven travel office 
employees and sagging popularity 
in public opinion polls. 

The president, in a passing 
reference to some of his troubles, 
told'the West Print graduates “I 
must say I ama impressed by your 
haircuts.” 

He made no reference to other 
controversies surrounding his 
young presidency including ins 
plan to aliow homosexuals to 
serve in the military. 

Mr. Clinton, the first president 
since World War II with no milit- 
ary experience, promised the 
■graduates be would do whatever 
necessary to ensure they have the 
tools needed to defend the coun- 
try even as he and other lawmak- 
ers seek to cut military spending. 


“The budget cuts that have 
come at the end of the cold war 
were necessary and even wel- 
comed, appropriate in light of tbe 
collapse of the Soviet Union and 
other changes,” Mr. Qinton said. 

However, he said: “We must 
be mindful even as we try so hard 
to reduce this terrible national 


deficit that there is a limit beyond 
fe nave 


which we must not go. We 
to ensure that the United States is 
ready, ready to win and superior 
to all other military forces in the 
world.” 

The United States faces 
whole new set of challenges, as 
old, unresolved conflicts re- 
emerge after the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union, Mr. Clin- 
ton told the 1,003 graduating 
cadets. 

“As we scan today's bloodiest 
conflicts from the former Soviet 
Union to Yugoslavia to Armenia 
to Sudan, the dynamics of the 
cold war have been replaced by 
many of tbe dynamics of old 
war,” he said. 


N. Korea: U.S. pressure will not work 


TOKYO (Agencies) — North “No pressure can work on 
Korea warned the' Unit fed States ''(North Korea);- ahd the problem 

- .cannot be solved'by such means," 
wsaid the ednnaentary, carried by 
the official news agency and mon- 
itored in Tokyo. 


Sunday it would not yidd to 
-pressure in this <weekte talk&on 
the North’s refusal to accept 
further international inspections 
of its nuclear programme. 

The warning came as the 
North’s official Korean Central 
News Agency reported the depv- 
ture of Rang Sok Ju, first vice 
minister of foreign affairs, Sun- 
day for talks with U.S. officials in 
New York. 

The official Workers (com- 
munist) Party newspaper Rodong 
Sinmtm urged the United States 
to use die talks to end what it said 
were hostile policies toward 
North Korea. 

Remarks by American officials 
before the talks, however, “give 
die impression that they intend to 
use the upcoming talks as an 
opportunity to put pressure on 
(North Korea), thinking that 
things will go as they please if 
they do so. It is a mistake if the- 
United States intends to use the 
talks in finding justification for 
‘sanction’ against (the North). 


It was referring to the possibil- 
ity of the U.N. Security Council 
adopting sanctions against North 
Korea for dropping out of an 
international nuclear controls 
treaty and refuting to - accept 
further outside inspections. 

The North’s action reinforced 
suspicions that it was developing 
nuclear weapons, despite its de- 
nials. 

The Security Council has 
adopted a resolution urging tbe 
North 10 rejoin the treaty, and 
left open the possibility of sanc- 
tions. 


The North dropped out of the 
treaty in response to demands tty 
the U.N. International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) for ex- 
panded inspections to clear up 
discrepancies found in earlier 
checks of North Korean nuclear 
facilities. 


Hie North contended that the 
IAEA demand was- part of a«U.$. 
tactic to spy on North Korean 
mifttasy installations.:...- . 

Meanwhile Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen responded 
coolly Sunday to a Japanese re- 
quest that Peking pressure North 
Korea to resolve the dispute over 
its suspected nuclear arms prog- 
ramme, Tokyo news reports said. 

Mr. Qian, on the second day of 
an official visit to Japan, held 
talks with ailing former Foreign 
Minister Michio Wa tana be Sun- 
day at a Tokyo hotel. 

Japanese officials quoted by 
' Kyodo News Agency said Mr. 
Watanabe urged China to make 
more effort to persuade Pyon- 
gyang to take back its decision to 
pull out of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

“Japan wants China to make 
efforts to ensure that North 
Korea complies with a request 
from tbe international commun- 
ity," Mr. Watanabe said. 

Mr. Qian gave a noncommittal , 
response, tbe Japanese officials* 
said. 


Ukraine wants talks on Black Sea Fleet 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine protested 
officially to Russia at the 
weekend in the latest flare-up of a 
row over the former Soviet Blade 
Sea Fleet. - 

The Ukrainian Foreign Minis- 
try said moves by auxiliary sup- 
port ships, including tugs and 
tankers but not warships, to raise 
the Russian St. Andrew Flag 
violated an agreement under 
which the fleet would fly the old 
Soviet ensign until a dispute oyer 
its ownership was settled. 

“This... undermines the basis 
for possible future agreements on 
dividing tbe fleet,” tbe Foreign 


Ministry said in a protest deli- 
vered Saturday. 

Ukraine called for urgent nego- 
tiations between Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin and Ukrainian 
leader Leonid Kravchuk. Earlier, 
the Ukrainian president's press 
office said Mr. Kravchuk was 
ready to meet Mr. Yeltsin to 
discuss tbe issue. 

More than 200 ships have 
already raised the blue cross of 
St. Andrew used by other parts of 
the Russian Navy. 

The crews say they are raising 
the flags as a protest over poor 
conditions and pay. 


The Ukrainian Defence Minis- 
try said this weekend it would 
stop financing those vessels that 
fly the St. Andrew Flag from 
June 1 onwards. 

Defence Minister Konstantin 
Morozov proclaimed all ships 
raising the Russian flag to be 
foreign vessels and demanded im- 
mediate talks with Moscow. He 
accused of playing a political 
game. 

The ships of the Black Sea 
Fleet have been a bone of conten- 
tion between Russia and Ukraine 
ever since the Soviet Union broke 
up in 1991. 


40 years on, Queen Elizabeth’s crown loses some glitter 


LONDON (R) — Forty years ago 
this week, Britain crowned its 
youthful Queen Elizabeth in a 
solemn pageant and proclaimed a 
glorious era of national revival. 
As the great day dawned, the 
heavens opened and it poured with 
rain. With Hindsight, royal watch- 
ers might see the day-long down- 
pour as an omen. 

A silver-haired Queen Eli- 
zabeth marks her coronation 
anniversary Wednesday with her 
achievements overshadowed tty 
domestic upset in the House of 
Windsor and discontent about the 
scale of royal riches in a country 
smarting from a recession. 

Royal marriage ructiqns have 
fuelled a mood of questioning 
about the institutional corner- 
stones of British life . — from 
parliament to the police — and 
given the old exhortations to a 


the cost of tbe monarchy. 

When Queen Elizabeth took 
her place on the throne in 1953, 
after 16 months of mourning fc 
the death of her father George 
VI, the nation rejoiced at its 
fresh-faced monarch and hung 
out the bunting to celebrate the 
end of post-war austerity. 

At the queen’s request, the 
coronation at Westminster 
Abbey was televised live for 
those who could afford sets and 
signalled a more modem, open • 
style for an institution that could 
trace its roots back to the feudal 
days of 9th century England. 

Newspapers declared the 
“gleaming lady” would enjoy a 
great reign like Elizabeth I, who 
had presided over a nation grow- 


tumed out to salute the queen. 

“When her carriage went past 
— the effect it had on me as well 
— ; the other lads it felt as though 
your heart was bursting, you were 
virtually crying as you presented 
arms to the queen,” said Richard- 
Smith of Shipley, northern Eng- 
land, who was a soldier on duty 
during die coronation. 


ing in stature as a trading power. 

* Mount Everest 


lone and glorious reign a slightly 
low ring. 


hollow ring. 

A poll published Saturday 
found most people respected the 
queen but thought she was too 
“glum.” Minor royals were told 
to get "worthwhile jobs" to cut 


The conquest of Mount 
by a British expedition just days 
before the ceremony crowned the 
moment of national pride. 

This month’s royal souvenir 
edition of the listings guide The 
Radio Times recorded the fond 
memories of loyal subjects who 


But the first coronation to be 
beamed live to the nation ushered 
in an era of increasiag conflict 
between the crown and the press, 
reflecting growing irreverence for 
authority. 

The coronation anniversary 
takes place against the noisy 
background of media debate ab- 
out uie monarchy as supposed 
guardian of public morals, sym- 
bol of the “United Kingdom." 
and lavish reminder of Britain’s 
imperial heritage. 


now that his marriage to Princess 
Diana is in tatters. 

Satire programmes like Spit- 
ting Image take liberties with the 
royal family that would have been 
denounced as a national disgrace 
only a few years ago but now only 
raise a belly-laugh. 

Despite the gloom over the 
Charies-Diana split and Prince 
Andrew’s separation from the 
Duchea of York, opnion polls 
show the queen enjoys high re- 
gard, especially with those old 
enough to remember her corona- 
tion. The young are less suppor- 


.L 


Irreverent commentators open- 
ly question whether heir appa- 
rent Prince Charles can ever ex- 
pect to find himself robed, 
crowned and anointed one day in 
London's Westminster Abbey 


Royalists at the monarchy con- 
ference said last year’s modest 
reforms to the system — the 
queen's offer to payincome taxes 
and cut the state expenses pay- 
ments to minor royals — would 
shore up the dynasty’s position in 
years to come. 

Buckingham Palace said there 
were no plans for anniversary 
celebrations and that tbe 67-year- 
°‘ d 95“" w 011 ^ spend the day at 
the Derby, a highlight of the 
racing calendar. 
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Father of slain 
japan schoolboy 

tosetupU.S.fund 


TOKYO (R) - 

Japanese exchange sludem sb« 
dead in Louisiana sa^> «e will 
establish a fund to invite Amer- 
ican teenagers to Japan to >e< wr 
themselves how safejt .s here. 
daily Yomiun Shimbun said Sufr 
day’ -I would like to establish the 
Yoshi Fund to invite American 
high school pupils to Japan 
they can sec how safe life is in 

japan and reflect on their experi- 
ences in the United State*, 
Masaichi Hatton said after arriv- 
ing in Japan, according to 
Yomiuri. Mr. Hattori returned 
from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
where he had attended the mat 01 
the man who fatally shot h* 
16-year-old son. Yoshihiro. last 
Oct. 17. The jury last week ac- 
quitted Rodney Peaire. 30. of 
manslaughter charges. Yoshitoo 
was shot when he knocked on the 
Peters’ door while looking for a 
Halloween costume party. 
Lawyers for Mr. Peairs argued 
that the former butcher fired on 
Hattori in self-defence because 
he was concerned for his family s 
safety. “I hope this case will give 
Americans an opportunity to re- 
consider the use of guns,” Mr. 
Hattori was quoted as saying. **I 
also hope U.S. organisations call- 
ing for gun control are able to 
prompt greater awareness." 
Guns are virtually outlawed in 
Japan, which takes pride in iti 
safe streets and low crime rate. 


Japan women face 
hardships getting 
hired, promoted 


TOKYO (R) — Japan may have 
an equal employment law but 
many women still face hurdles 
finding jobs let alone rising up the 
corporate ladder, according to a 
Labour Ministry survey. Over 40 
per cent of the 5,400 companies 
responding to the survey said 
they hired only male high school 
or university graduates during 
their annual spring recruitment. 
By sector, 49 per cent of the 
companies seeking technical high 
school graduates said they did not 
recruit women. Among non-- 
manufacturers. 34 per cent said 
they did not employ women 
among university job-seekers, the 
report said. The majority of 
firms, asked why they limited 
employment to men, replied that . 
women were under-qualified or 
lacked' training and that men ■ 
were easier to employ. Some said , 
women >j ust did not respond to- 
their company's job advertise-- 
ments. Forty-two per cent of the 
firms said they had no women in 
managerial positions, citing as a 
main factor the “unsuitability of 
the weaker sex.” There was little 
good news from those firms 
which did promote their women 
staff. Only 6.4 per cent of the 
women employed had reached 
low-management positions, white: 
2.3 per cent had made it to 
section chief. Women accounted 
for only 1.2 per cent of company 
senior posts, beginning with de- 
partment bead and up. 
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Mother arrested 
after helping son 
escape from jail 
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ARCADIA. Florida (AP) — A 
32-year-old man serving a 120- 
year sentence remained at large 
after his parolee-mother helped 
Jura escape from prison. Buddy 
Rollison jumped over 2.4-metre 
and three-metre walls, which 
were wired to a security system 
and draped with razor ribbon, 
and took off in a waiting car 
Saturday morning, said Desoto 
Correctional Institution spokes- 
man Bob Heinz. A 32-kilometre 

£*?* r ith Mr. Rollison 
fleeing from the car on foot and 

fl,e „u arP ? t of his 52-year-old 
mother, Jimmis J. Lockler Wyzy 
kowsta. She had waited for fir 

Sri U» th M Ca L at thc uoo -inmate 

pnson, Mr. Heinz said. She was 
on parole after being sentenced 

mJ?* in J W0n for attempted 
murder and conspiracy to commit 

armed robbery inH»8i in Siraranl 
XVGe , ( “J 5unty - served ab- 

out 10 years of her sentence and 

a aS J- eeased 1X1 Ju ne 1992 
according to Mr. Heinz. Mr. RoL 
hson, sentenced in 19fP j n d-; 
^unty toU vea^Sr 
^Pnsonmem, robbe™ and 
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Get a job, China 

tells party staff 
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French Open 

Sampras, Ed berg cruise on clay 


ARis (AP) — Who said serve* 
p'Q-volleyers can’t excel on day? 

Sampras and «Stefan 
fc ®|oerg are doing just fine, 
i . .Tne top-seeded Sampras and 
I 10 * 3 Edberg cruised into the 
jjpund of 16 at the Frendi Open 
Saturday with straight-set victor- 
les < establishing themselves as 
threats to wrest the title from 
the baseline brigade. 

Sampras enjoyed a lare- 
"temoon stroll on centre court, 
peeping past Joans Svensson of 
Sweden 6-4, 64, 6-2, in a little 
0v *r two hours. Edberg had only 
2 slightly tougher time in downing 
American Jonathan Stark 6-4, 
&4, 7-6, (7-4). 

Other fourth-round berths 
were filled by No. 10 Seigi Bru- 
SJJera, No. 11 Andrei Medvedev, 
No. 16 Maiivai Washington and a 
group of unseeded gatecrashers: 
Marc Goelincr of Germany, Paul 
Haarhuis 'of the Netherlands and 
qualifier Fernando MeGgeni. The 
biggest surprise was Meligerri, a 
Brazilian ranked 167th in die 
world who rallied from two sets 
down to beat German Patrick 
Kufanen 3r6, 3-6 6-1, 6-3, S-6. 

Form continued to hold m the 
women’s competition, with No. 2 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, No. 3 
Ga brie la Sabatini and No. 5 Mary 
■foe Fernandez winning in straight 
sets to reach the round of 16. 

Despite bis No. 1. ranking and 
seeding, Sampras is not consi- 
dered the favourite here because 
of the slow surface. No. 2 Tun 
Courier, the two-timd defending 
champion with the punishing 
back court game, remains the con- 
sensus pick. 

The smooth-stroking Sampras 
did not play brilliant tennis Satur- 
day, and yet he never found 
himself in trouble against Svens- 
son, a solid clay-court veteran. 

*T don't want to say I played 
bad, I just didn’t hit the ball that 
great today,” Sampras said. “But 
competed well mid I got the 
points I needed to get.” 

Sampras, who won the U.S. 
open on hard courts in 1990, said 
his outlook towards clay has 
changed since he began trying to 
master the surface last year. 

Edberg had words of praise for 
Stark. 

The plays a little bit similar to 
me,”, he said. “He’s got a great 
serve. He needs to improve his 
movement. He doesn’t move that 
well forward. "He looks af-bit 
awkard sometimes.- 1 But he’s- a 
great 1 talent” '' — ' 

Another rising talent is GoeH- 
ner, who pulled out a 3-6, 7-6 


(7-1), 6-3, 6-7 (8-10) ,*7-5 victory 
over Mark Woodford e in a match 
that Lasted 3:49. 

The 6-foot-S German, who 
wears his baseball hat backwards, 
pounded 31 aces, including nine 
in the final set. His next opponent 
will be Medvedev, the 18-year- 
old Ukrainian who bear Gabriel 
Markus 7-6 (7-4), 3-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

“I was extremely nervous in 
the first set,” Medvedev said. “I 
was shaking, really shaking. It 
took a long time, but finally I 
beat it. In the fourth set, it was a 
completely different story. I was 
confident and I knew I could hit 
my best shots.” 

In the last match of the day, 
Washington outlasted fellow 
American Denude Rostagno 7-6 
(7-5), 3-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

Bruguera, one of the hottest 
clay-court specialists of the sea- 
son, crushed Magnus Larsson 6 - 
1, 6-3, 6-1. He has lost only five 
games in his past two matches. 
Haarhuis beat Carl Uwe Steeb 
7-6 (7-3), 6-3, 6-1. 

Sanchez Vicario, seeded to 
meet Steffi Graf m the women’s 
final, rolled past Leila Mesh Id 
6-3. 64). Sabatini prevailed 6-2, 
6-2. over Barbara Rittner. and 
Fernandez beat fellow Floridian 
Kathy Rinaldi 6-2, 6-2. 

Fernandez, who has never won 
a Grand Slam event, said this 
could be her chance. 

“That is my goal,” she said. **I 
think I am p laying well enough- 1 
can beat anyone.” 

Increased security 

accepted by Ebbs, players 

The effects of Monica Seles* 
stabbing are unmistakable at the 
French Open — players flanked 
by bodyguards, spectators sear- 
ched by metal detectors and in- 
creased vigilance throughout the 
grounds. 

Halfway through the tourna- 
ment, however, there have been 
no serious incidents and players 
and fans alike generally accept 
die increased security as a neces- 
sary inconvenience. 

“The key to success is preven- 
tion. The proof is that after one 
week, we haven't had a single 
serious problem,” said Herve 
Dutreil, deputy tournament 
director. 

Security- guards in dark suits 
are positioned, in conrtside seats 
behind the players' chairs. Dur- 
ing the changeovere, they stand 
up and survey the crowd, mindful 
that Seles was stabbed during a 
tournament in Hamburg on April 
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World No. 1 Pete Sampras 

30 by a spectator who leaned over 
a barrier. 

In one minor incident symbo- 
lizing the increased vigilance, a 
Swedish coach, Tim Klein, was 
stopped by agents guarding the 
players* lounge when they found 
be was carrying a pair of scissors. 
Klein said he was about to be 
hauled off until he explained that 
he only wanted to cut the sleeves 
off his players’ T-shirts. 

The No. 1 seeds of the men's 
and women’s divisions here, Jim 
Courier and Steffi Graf, said they 
are not overly concerned by the 
security threats. 

At the rquest of her coach, 
however, Graf has had a personal 
guard shadowing her everywhere 
she goes. 

Guards form a human cordon 
around players when they walk to 
and from outside courts, keeping 
away.autqgmpb-hunters. trying to 
approach their idols. 

“It’s true that we are hard on 
the autograph seekers,” said one 
guard, who gave his name as 
Gontrand. “If the player doesn’t 


want to give them, then we have 
to be like police. We are then 
called "gorrillas."* 

Fans waiting to get into the 
grounds Saturday didn’t complain 
about being searched. 

“No problem,” said one fan, 
who gave his name only as 
Robert. “We’re searched at air- 
ports and other stadiums. Why 
not at Roland Garros?” 

“Monica is my idol,” said a 
13-year-old girl named Carole. 
“It’s really sad what happened. 
But it’s really not a problem to be 
searched.” 

French Open with no French 

For the first time since 1978, no 
French male player has reached 
the fourth round of the French 
Open. 

There were 19 Frenchmen in 
the draw,. but 14 were eliminated 
in the first round and four lost in 
.the second round..Tbe only survi- 
vor was Rodolphe Gilbert, who 
upset Boris Becker but then lost 
in the third round to Cdslav 


Dosedel of Czechoslovakia. 

“The series of defeats might 
make you think that our tennis 
has gone (town die tubes.” said 
Georges Goven, France’s current 
Davis Cup captain. “That's not 
the case. We still have 10 players 
in the top 100 and we won the 
Davis Cup two yeazs ago. It's true 
we're disappointed with the re- 
sults here, but if you look aax 
them closely you can find plausi- 
bl e expla nations. " 

STEM AND NO. 1: Stefi Graf 
will have to reach the French 
Open final in order to reclaim the 
No. 1 ranking from Monica Seles, 
who is recovering from her stab- 
bing of April 30. 

There had been the possibility 
that Graf could become No. 1 
just by reaching the semifinals, 
but the Women's Tennis Associa- 
tion said Saturday that with the 
remaining players in her half of 
the draw she can't earn the neces- 
sary 78 bonus points unless she 
gets to the final. 
GEOGRAPHY LESSON; 

What do Guatemala, Cuba, 
Nicaragua, Libya, Ethiopia and 
Yemen have in common? 

They are among the handful of 
countries which are not receiving 
the television feed from the 
French Open. 

The good news, however, is 
that Mongolia, Sudan, Vietnam, 
North Korea and Afghanistan 
have been added to the list of 
countries getting television cover- 
age. 

The number of countries 
broadcasting the tournament has 
more than doubled in three years. 
In 1990 there were 60 countries, 
compared to 130 today. 

French Open glance 

A quick look at Saturday's 
play, the sixth day of the Frendi 
Open: 

Attendance — 27,093 at Ro- 
land Garros Stadium (27.404 in 
1992). 

Weather — Sunny and windy. 

Results — Men: Pete Sampras 
(1) and Stefan Edberg (3) won in 
three sets. 

Women: Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario (2), Gabriela Sabatini (3) 
and Mary Joe Fernandez (5) adv- 
anced to the fourth round with 
straight-set victories. 

Quote — “I kind of caught 
myself in the third set looking 
down and seeing the Red Clay, 
and drinking, -‘here I anw'Ii-was a 
special feeling,” Jonathan Stark 
after his Centre Court loss to 
Stefan Edberg. 


% Wright salvages draw for England Bulls reduce Knicks’lead 


(•in' 111 -* 1 


CHORZOW, Poland (R) — Sub- 
stitute Ian Wright scored his first 
international goal to salvage a 1-1 
- draw for England in a bruising 
World Cup qualifier against Po- 
land Saturday. 

The Arcenal striker hit home a 
first-time half-volley from a cross 
by Tony Dorigo in the 83rd mi- 
nute after Dftriusz Adamczuk 
gave the Poles the lead with a. 
beautiful lob on the um in the 
36tb minute. 

Wright's late goal, just 10 mi- 
nutes after coming on, saved En- 
gland from a defeat which would 
have dealt a devastating blow to 
L - their hopes of qualifying from 
Group Two. 

£> The result left England on nine 
% points from six matches, the same 
V tally as leaders Norway, who 
iave played a game less. The 
^ Netherlands have eight points 
•f -from six games with fourth- 
j/ placed Poland on eight from five. 

The match in the 'industrial 
Polish town of Choizow was mar- 
red by stone and stick throwing 
and riot police were forced to 
^ , intervene with batons and shields 
to break up the rival fans, some 
of whom were not segregated. 

Meanwhile England manager 
Graham Taylor, relieved that his 
team snatched a World Cop point 
in Poland after running around 
like headlesss chickens, admits be 
has some things to put right be- 
fore they play Norway Wednes- 
V day. 

^ “I was very, very disappointed 
with our defending early on we 
were playing too many square 
balls in defence,*' said Taylor. 

“We were running around like 
headless chickens. We got carried 
away by the atm ora here but you 
can’t play football in those cir- 
cumstances. 

**We know we w ere disappoint- 
ing and that we’ve got to put it 
right against Norway," he added. 

The match evoked memories of 
Poland’s 1-1 draw at Wembley in 



Polish soccer fans battle with police prior to the World Cup qualifier 
between England and Poland. The ma tc h e nded on a 1-1 draw (AFP 
photo) 


1973 which prevented England 
reaching the 1974 World Cup 
finals. 

But England managed to capi- 
talise on their second half 
domination when Wright re- 
placed midfielder Carlton Pal- 
mer. 

Dorigo, playing at left-back 
because of an injury to Martin 
Keown, sent over a cross from 
the left wing which evaded the 
tired Polish defenders and was 
met by Wright. Goalkeeper 
Jaroslaw Bako could only parry 
the ball into tbe net. 

Adamczuk, who plays for Ger- 
many’s Eintracht Frankfurt, 
looked like he had won a glorious 
victory for Poland when he beat 
England defender Des Walker to 
a long through ball and chipped 
over stranded goalkeeper Chris 
Woods. 

But Poland were left thinking 
what might have been after mis- 
sing two golden chances. 

Striker Marek Lesniak, slicing 
a way through the heart of the 
England defence, struck the ball 
wide in the second minute with 


only Woods to beat. 

Lesniak also missed an easy 
chance shortly after halftime. 
Woods miskkked straight into his 
path inside the penalty area but 
the Pole shot straight at the keep- 
er, who deflected tbe ball past the 
post with his left leg. 

“We made one mistake which 
resulted in conceding a goal and 
we did not take advantage of 
England’s shortcomings,” Polish 
coach Andrzej Strejlau said. 

England often looked slow and 
vulnerable in defence but also 
went dose to scoring. 

Teddy Sberingham, looking for 
a debut goal, shrugged off his 
marker inside the penalty box 
after 28 minutes but rifled his 
shot straight at goalkeeper Bako 
from dose range. 

Wright has waited for two 
years and nine games to find the 
net for his country. “It’s great to 
score my first goal for England 
but I’ve never doubted myself," 
he said. 

“The Polish fans were making 
a fantastic noise but it was good 
to give them something to shut 
them up. 


CHICAGO (R) — It was a happy homecoming in Chicago Saturday 
when the Bulls routed the New York Knicks 103-83 to climb back 
into the Eastern Conference finals. 

Scottie Pippen scored 29 points and Michael Jordan had 22 as the 
two-time defending champion Bulls, after losing games one and two 
in New York, narrowed the margin in the best-of-seven series to 2-1. 

“I felt we needed some home oooking. We came in and the crowd 
inspired us," said Jordan. "Everybody stepped up the intensity.” 

New York’s Patrick Ewing scored the first basket of the game, a 
thunderous dunk, but from then on it was Bulls all the way before a 
roaring crowd at Chicago Stadium. 

The Bulls, hoping to become only the third team in the 46- year 
history of the NBA to win three consecutive titles, led 34-23 at the 
end of the first quarter and started tbe second quarter with an 18-8 
spurt to take control of the game. 

The Bulls' run was built on folkouxt pressing defence that forced a 
series of Knicks turnovers and on confident Chicago marksmanship 
around the friendly borne hoops. 

John Paxson, who started the run with a 19-foot jumper and ended 
it with a three-pointer, scored eight points to fuel the spurt. Trent 
Tucker and Pippen also had three-pointers in the run. 

Jordan, who got his 22 points despite hitting only three of 18 shots 
from the field, gave a lot of credit to Paxson. 

“John hit some big shots,” Jordan said. 

“I missed mine but I’m glad I've got teammates,” he said. 

The Bulls built a 62-43 lead at the half and then cruised in the 
second half. 

Jordan, who had 11 assists and eight rebounds with two steasl and 
two blocks, said he tried to compensate for his poor shooting from 
the floor by doing other things. 

“When I saw that my shot wasn't going in, I tried to help out and 
be a decoy and move the ball around and get it to guys like John,” 
Jordan said. 

Jordan, who connected on 16 of 17 shots from the free throw line, 
scored 16 of his points in the first half including a perfect 12-for-12 
from the line. 

Pippen said: “I felt Michael did a great job at the top of the court 
since he wasn't shooting the ball well. I had to step up and contribute 
after what I did in New York.” 

Paxson, who shot 5-for-7 including two three-pointers for 14 
points, said criticisms of Jordan's late-night gambling trip to an 
Atlantic City casino on die eve of game two had helped pull the Bulls 
together. 

“We take that personally,” Paxson said, “we’re a team. We’ve 
been a team a long time. It's tbe only thing we have, and I think it 
showed today on the floor.” 

New York coach Pat Riley said: “It was a great win for them and 
they bounced back. That's what this is all about. 

‘They were at home and you have to expect that. Maybe we 
weren't as ready as we should have been but that’s why they play 
seven games.” 

Game four will be Monday afternoon in Chicago. 

The Bulls, improved to 5-0 at home in the playoffs this year as they 
won their 10th in a row at Chicago Stadium. 
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Jordan’s national, team 


World Cup qualifying matches 

Jordan scores first win 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

MOHAMMAD AL 
ASHHAB Sunday scored two 
of his team’s three goals as 
Jordan overcame Pakistan 3-1 
scoring their first win in the 
Asian Group A qualifying 
matches for the 1994 World 
Cup. 

A! Ashhab, a player of for- 
mer second division club 
Sahab, put his team in the lead 
in the 9th minute scoring an 
easy goal to the left of Palasta- 
ni goalkeeper Taj Din Aziz 
after receiving a pass from 
Htshara Abdul Mun'em. 

Jordan, who needed to win 
by scoring a trig number of 
goals to advance their stand- 
ing, continued to attack by Al 
Ashhab. Subhi Suleiman, and 
Jamal Mahmoud. However, 
the Pakistani goalkeeper, a 
substitute for injured Malek 
Mateen, was quite alert and 
upset Al Ashhab’s second scor- 
ing chance in the 20th minute. 

The first half ended 1-0. 

In the second half, Jordan 
lost quite a few chances. Firas 
Al Khalaileh missed an easy 
shot metres away from the 
Pakistani goal in the 50th mi- 
nute. A minute later striker 
Aref Hussein’s shot from the 
' same distance was blocked bya 
Pakistani defender only to 
reach Suleiman who kicked it 
high above the post. 

Aref Hussein made up for all 
the lost chances by scoring the 
second goal in the 56th minute 
after receiving a tong accurate 
pass from Ahmad Al Shaqran. 

Pakistan scored their second 
goal to the week-long tourna- 
ment by Zaher Ahmad in the 
77th minute. . 


Al Ashhab scored Jordan’s 
third goal from a header in the 
final minute of the match. 

Jordan missed the efforts of 
injured players Yousef Al 
Ammouri and Mohannad 
Mahadin and top scorer Jiryes 
Tadros who was booked. 

The result was the best 
Pakistan has so far after losing 
8-0 to Iraq, 5-0 to China and 
5-1 to Yemen. 

As for the Jordanian team, 
the win gave them 4 points in 
the overall standings but are 
still in fourth place on goal 
'difference. Jordan will hope 
that China lose their game 
against Iraq later Sunday and 
will have to score more wins to 
advance their standings in the 
second leg of the first round 
which begins in Chengdu, Chi- 


na. June 12. 

Teams: 

Jordan: Mohammad Abu 
Daoud, Hisham Abguj 
Mun'em (Ali Al Zu'bi), 
Suleiman. (Jihad Abdul 
Mun'em). Jamal Mahmoud 
Mohammad Al Kaza'li 
Ahmad Al Shaqran. Fii-w 
Khalaileh, Aref Hussein, Jam- 
al Abu Abed. Murad Al 
ni, and Mohammad A| 

Ashhab. 

Pakistan: Taj Din Aziz. Abdul 
Farouq Rahman. $her ! 
Mohammad, Haroun Yousef ■ 
Taher Agha, Imtiaz Butti 
Farouq Aziz(Ghulam 
Rasheed), Qazi Ashfaq, 
Saleem Mohammad (Zahar 
Ahmad), Aamir Butt. Taher 1 
Pervaiz. 


Schedule of second leg of matches In Chengdu, China 


☆ Satarday, June 12 
Yemen vs. Jordan 
China vs. Pakistan 

^ Monday, June 14 
Iraq vs. Jordan 
Pakistan vs. Yemen 

■fr Wednesday' June 16 
China vs. Jordan 


Iraq vs. Yemen 

☆ Friday, June 18 
Iraq vs. Pakistan 
China vs. Yemen 

* Sunday, June 20 
Pakistan vs. Jordan 
China vs. Iraq 


Standings after Sunday’s first match 


W D 


GF GA Pis 


Iraq 

Yemen 

China 

Jordan 

Pakistan 


3 2 1 — 

4 2 11 

3 2—1 

4 1 2 1 

4 — ■ — 4 


Marseille win record fifth crown 


MARSEILLE (R) — European 
Cup Winners Marseille secured a 
record fifth consecutive French 
League title Saturday with a 3-1 
home win over rivals Paris St. 
Germain. 

But trouble flared when smoke 
bombs and missiles were burled 
on the pitch and tbe game was 
stopped for a few minutes after 
visiting fans rioted. 

Fights erupted when security 
forces moved in to restore order 
and several police were slightly 
injured. 

Marseille, who became the first 
French club to win the European 
Cup when they beat AC Mfllan 
Wednesday, needed only a draw 
to outclass St. Etienne, crowned 
four times between 1968 and 
1971. 

The team built by -millionaire 
Bernard Tapie are now six points 
dear of Paris SG and Monaco 
with one game remaining. 

Paris midfielder Vincent 
Guerin opened the scoring after 
seven minutes but German veter- 
an Rudi Vocller equalised nine 
minutes later. 

Defender Basile Boli, who 
scored the winner against Milan, 
put Marseille in front with a 
superb header in the 36th minute 
and Croatian marksman Alen 
Boksic wrapped it up when he 
collected his 22nd goal of the 
season with 14 minutes left. 

“All the Paris fans were sear- 
ched before entering the stadium 
and I wonder how they managed 
to get smoke bombs,” an angry 
Tapie said. “There will always be 
a problem with Paris and we will 
certainly not be looking forward 


to playing them here again.” 
“It’s becoming serious and very 
dangerous,” said Paris defender 
Alain Roche. “We lost all the 
credit we won in Europe just 
because a handful of fans can't 
behave. Something has to be 
done about it.” 

Tbe Paris club, who have spent 


millions in their bid to end 
Marseille's dominance of French 
soccer, lost to Juventus in for 
UEFA Cup semifinals. 

The match was tense on (he 
pitch as well and Paris SG's 
Brazilian sweeper Ricardo 
Gomes was sent off early in the 
second half for handling the bail.' 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HTR8CH 
OiWO Tritora Wmm Semen. He 


FIND THE EXTRA CHANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 
? 7 a 

6 8 4 

♦ KQJ1O703 

WEST EAST 

*97642 4 K J 8 

7K962 9 Q 10 6 4 

0 9 7 6 3 0 K 6 2 

* Void 6 A 8 4 

SOUTH 

• A 10 3 
? A J 8 
0AQJ10 
*9 52 

The bidding: 

South Wiw North East 

1 NT Pass S NT Pass 

Pass Paaa 

Opening hud: Four of 4 
There is usually more than one 
way tackle a bridge hand. The good 
play ers are those who succeed in 
combining their chances. 

Note North’s raise to three no 
trump. Even without the queen of 
spades, that would be the correct 
action. Thu Is not the hand for 
counting points, since it rates to 
produce six tricks for the no-tmmp 


opener, and that's a lot better than e 
scattered 10 points. 

Obviously, when dummy appean 
it seems that all declarer has to do L 
force out tbe ace of clubs to brim 
borne the contract. However, whei 
declarer captures East's jack o 
spades with the ace and leads a dub 
West’s diamond discard means that 
instead of six tricks. South will ge 
only two from tbe chib suit — P-ny 
will surely hold up the ace until ihi 
third round of the suit. Therefore 
another source of tricks must b< 
found, and the obvious place is tin 
diamond suit. 

To fully utilize the potential a 
the diamond suit, declarer must um 
the entries La the table wisely. \Vhes 
East lets dummy win the first clut 
trick, declarer abandons dubs U 
successfully finesse the ten of dia 
monels. East must bold up on thi 
next dub as well, so declarer hai 
another enuy with which to repea' 
the diamond finesse. When the kin] 
of diamonds falls under the ace, da 
darer cornea to nine tricks in i 
roundabout fashion: two a pfl de w 
one heart, four diamonds and tw< 
clubs. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


Happy Eld Al Adha 

1. Patriot Games 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8 JO. 10:30 p.m. 

2. Problem Child “2” 

Shows: 11:30 a.m., I-J 0 p.m. 


TeL: 675571 

Habfl Al Wbuhlni Theatra 


The Friends of the Book Society will orga- 
nise a concert by 

Jafra Troupe for Folk Arts 
on Wednesday, June 2, at 5 p.m., and 
on Thursday, June 3, at 8 p.m. 


Nabil & HisharrTs Tel.: 625155 

AHIAN THEATRE 


Happy Eid Al Adha 
On the occasion of Eid Al Adha 

1. Welcome Parliament and Budget 
play 

on Tuesday and Thursday at 6:30 and a p.m. 

2. Welcome New World Order 

H9L9on Wednesday and Friday at 5:30 and 9 
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.:: .'■■J 

on the campaign trial (AFP photo) 


Spanish right has best chance at power 


By Michael M. Phillips 

The Associated Press 

MADRID — Spanish conserva- 
tives have their best shot at 
winning power in a decade, 
according to a series of polls 
released Sunday, just one week 
before general elections. 

With Spaniards heading to the 
polls on June 6, survey after 
survey shows the centre-right 
popular party with a slight edge 
over the ruling Socialists, but not 
enough to win an absolute major- 
ity in the 350-seat lower house of 
parliament. 

The electoral race is far and 
away the closest since die Social- 
ists and Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez came to power in 1982, 
just seven years after right-wing 
dictator Francisco Franco's death 
, ended more than three decades of 
one-man rule and paved the way 
for a return to democracy. 

The conservatives of 1993 are 
not — by and large — the extrem- 
ist of Gen. Franco's day. The 
Popular Party is led by 40-year- 
old former tax inspector Jose 
Maria Aznar, a professional 
politician whose policy proposals 


are not radically different from 
their principal opponents. 

Both the Socialist and Popular 
parties have moved towards the 
centre in the last 18 years, and the 
crucial issues of this electoral 
campaign have been more 
pragmatic than ideological. 

It is the country’s poor econo- 
mic performance and allegations 
that a decade in power has sucked 
the Socialists into a morass of 
corruption that appear to have 
made Mr. Aznar the more per- 
suasive of the two main candi- 
dates. 

Unemployment here has top 
ped 21 per cent, the economy is m 
recession and the government has 
been forced to devalue the peseta 
three times since August. There 
have also been repeated charges 
that Socialist Party officials col- 
lected illegal campaign contribu- 
tions from major corporations. 

“We have the proposals and 
the commitment to cleanse Spain 
of corruption," Mr. Aznar prom- 
ised a crowd of students in Mad- 
rid this weekend. 

His constant attacks on the’ 
Socialists’ peformance especially 
in the candidates’ first televised 



FeBpe Gonzalez 

debate last Monday have taken 
their toll on the 51-year-old Gon- 
zalez, whose party won a working 
majority of 175 seats in the last 
general elections m 1989. 

Newspaper polls vary, but 
almost aD indicate that the Popu- 
lar Party will win more seats m 
parliament than will die Social- 
ists. 

The daily El Pais, which usual- 
ly tends to be pro-Gonzalez, pub- 
lished a poll Sudnay giving the 
Popular Parly 34.8 per cent of the 
vote to the Socialists’ 34.5 per 


cent. 

The independent El Mundo 
predicted 35.9 per cent for the 
Popular Party and 34.6 per cent 
for the Socialists, while the Bar- 
celona daily La Van guard ia gave 
the Popular Party a 35.6 per 
cent-to-35 per cent margin of 
victory. 

The Barcelona paper El 
Periodico predicted the Socialists 
would win more votes, hot that 
the Popular Party would take 
more seats because the Spanish 
electoral system gives prop- 
ortionately more weight in parlia- 
ment to mral provinces, which 
tend to vote conservatively. 

Whichever party wins will 
almost certainly have to combine 
with smaller groupings in order to 
form a majority government, 
however. 

The communist-led United 
Left eoafition looks set to win 
about 11.4 per cent, according to 
the El Mundo poll. But it is 
undear bow the coalition will be 
affected by the heart attack suf- 
fered this week by its leader, 
Julio Anguita, who is expected to 
be out of action for ax least six 
months. 


The Catalan nationalist coali- 
tion Convergenda I Union is 
expected to win about 4.9 per 
cent of the vote, while the Basque 
Nationalist Party is expected to 
gamer 1.5 per cent, the newspap- 
er poll said. 

Neither major party has said 
which other parties they would 
conader when forming a ruling, 
although h seems unlikely that 
either wQl join with the United 
Left. 

“In any case, there has to be a 
pact that creates stability if neith- 
er party wins enough of a major- 
ity to govern,** Mr. Gonzalez told 
La Vangnardia in an interview 
published Sunday. 

Turnout is expected to be high 
on election Sunday, with El Pais 
predicting 73 per cent of eligible 
voters casting a ballot, higher 
than in either the 1986 or 1989 
general elections. 

Both Mr. Aznar and Mr. Gon- 
zalez apparently hope they will be 
able to attract the millions of 
undecided voters — estimated in 
some polls to be as high as a third 
of the electorate — in the second 
and final televised debate Mon- 
day night. 


S. African planes 
reportedly come 
under tracer fire 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Gunmen recently fired tracer bul- 
lets towards passenger planes 
landing in Johannesburg, forcing 
authorities to reroute aircraft 
away from troubled black 
townships, police said Sunday. 

Police patrolling the Tembisa 
township Thursday night said 
they saw bursts of tracer bullets 
headed in the direction of two 
planes preparing to land at 
Johannesburg's Jan Smuts air- 
port. 

“We cannot say if they were 
actually shooting at the aircraft, 
but tracer rounds were observed 
going in the direction of the 
planes,” said Police spokewoman 
Major Ida van Zweel. 

The planes were not hit. Air- 
port officials dosed the busy 
landing path that takes planes 
over Tembisa, one of several 
Made townships east of Johannes- 
burg that has been wracked by 
violence in the past week. More 
than 50 blacks have been killed in 
fighting that has involved rival 
black groups and the police. 


Germany offers reward for killers of 5 Turks 


SOLINGEN (AP) — The gov- 
ernment offered a 100,000-rnark 
($60,000) reward Sunday for evi- 
dence leading to the arrest of the 
right-wing radicals who set a fire 
that killed four Turkish sisters 
and their visitor. 

Turkish representatives and 
leaders of the political opposition 
said the violence pointed to the 
need to integrate foreigners into 
German society, to keep them 
from becoming objects of hate 
attacks. 

A Social Democratic ‘leader 
said the party would push for a 
law giving the six million long- 
term foreign residents in Ger- 
many — among them 1.8 million 
Turks — the right to German 
citizenship. 

About 400 Turks held a night- 
long vigil around a bonfire in 
front of the burned out apartment 
bouse where their compatriots 
died. The men danced around the 
fire and some threw in their 
shirts, as a symbol of solidarity 
with the victims. 

After dawn, as wreaths were 
heaped on the sidewalk in front 
of the house, the victims’ belong- 
ings were laid out in an unlabel- 


led exhibit of hate crime: A char- 
red metal tray with a stack of 
molten plastic diapers; scorched 
bedspriqgs and chairs; two small 
dolls. 

Federal police spokesman Rolf 
Hannicfa said “a large quantity” 
of evidence had been collected, 
and said he hoped the reward 
would speed the investigation. 

He would not con firm a report 
in the Bfld Am Sonntag newspap- 
er that police were searching for a 
15-year-old neo-Nazi. Neigh- 
bours said right-wing kids fre- 
quently gathered in the grassy 
meadow behind the bouse to 
drink beer and shout their sup- 
port for the Third Reich. 

Youths with shaven beads, 
.wearing bomber jackets and jack- 
boots, were seen fleeing the 
house as it exploded into flame 
before 2 a.m. Saturday. 

The victims included four sis- 
ters between five and 27 years of 
age, and a 12-year-old visitor 
from Turkey. A severely burned 
seven-month-old baby girl was 
reportedly dose to death. 

Turkish Ambassador On or Oy- 
men said in a radio interview that 
Germany was not doing enough 


to fight violent right-wing groups 
and should ban them all im- 
mediately. 

“But these problems can't be 
solved by police alone. There's a 
lack of information in the popula- 
tion about our contribution to 
Germany. Many of us came here 
at Germany’s invitation, we 
helped build this country." 

Mr. Oymen said even Turks 
born in Gennary “are made to 
feel like second-dass citizens." 
He called for double dtizenship 
rights for long-time residents. 

“If we had the right to vote we 
could pressure the politicians to 
do something," said AS Guch, 
23, who has lived iu Germany 
since he ' was 11. “Otherwise 
they’ll never listen to us." 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl said 
daring a visit to Turkey two 
weeks ago that he might suppbrt 
double dtizenship, but that fore- 
ign residents given it would have 
to choose one nationality or the 
other after five years. 

It is difficult — and expensive 
— for anyone without proof of 
German ancestry to get 
dtizenship in Germany. 

At the same time, the country’s 


1949 constitution allowed any 
foreigner to seek political asylum 
in Germany. But that right was 
taken away In a vote of parlia- 
ment last week. Most asylum- 
seekers mil be turned back at 
Germany's borders after the law 
goes into effect July 1. 

During the debate on asylum, 
the opposition Social Democrats 
tried unsuccessfully to also 
change the dtizenship law. 

Herta Daeubler-Gmelin, a par- 
ty leader, said Sunday she hoped 
tire violence at Sofingen would 
move c onser vative deputies to 
accept double citizenship. 

“There’s no duett connection 
to what happened in Sofingen, 
but this coma be a symbolic sign 
that foreigners are welcome 
here,” she said in a telephone 

interview. 

Some conservatives, however, 
said tire attack only showed tire 
need for greater police powers. 

“Society must be more vigi- 
lant,” said Interior Minister 
Rudolf Seiters- “We need a social 
compact between state and 
dtizens against anyone who 
thinks be can take violence into 
his own hands.” 


Germans in .quandary on how to tight far right 


By Tom Heneghan 
Reuter 

BONN — Neither candle-light 
protest marches nor bans on 
neo-Nazi groups nor crack- 
down on immigration have 
been able to stamp out the 
racist hate that is haunting 
Germany. 

Now. after arsonists killed 
five Turks in the worst of the 
current wave of racist attacks, 
Germans are at a loss to know 
what to do next. 

“I’ve got so much advice 
today on what to do, but it all 
seems like cheap backbiting,” 
a shocked and saddened 
Johannes Ran, premier of 
North Rhine-Westphalia stole 
where the Solingen murders 
took place, told ZDF televi- 
sion on Saturday evening. 

More police or further bans 
on neo-Nazi groups can do 
little against “what goes on in 
people's heads," he said. 

Mr. Rau seemed most de- 
jected when he admitted that 
the candle-light marches, anti- 
racism protests organised by 
ordinary citizens around the 
country last winter-had only 
temporarily stopped the vio- 
lence against foreigners. 

“But still, we must hold 
them,” he implored his listen- 
ers. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel, the most active mem- 
ber of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s cabinet in denouncing 
neo-Nazi attacks and standing 
by their victims, was also at a 
loss for answers. 

The hundreds of thousands 


turning out for the marches 
had begun to stem the racist 
tide, be said, adding: “I 
thought... it wouldn’t happen 
again.” 

Disoriented by unexpected 
challenges from their hasty 
unification in 1990, many Ger- 
mans watched in horror as 
racist riots began in earnest in 
Hoyerswerda in September 
1991. 

A week of violent attacks on 
a Rostock asylum seekers’ 
home in August 1992 promp- 
ted calls for tougher laws and a 
barrage of embarrassing critic- 
ism from worried voices 
abroad. 

Mr. Kohl’s government had 
one response — a constitution- 
al amendment to tighten Ger- 
many’s liberal asylum laws and 
choke off a flood of immigrants 
now running at 440,000 a year. 

The opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD) disagreed 
but were for too weak and 
divided to come up with a 
counter-strategy. 

A firebombing at Moelln in 
November 1992, which killed 
three Turks, galvanised politi- 
cians and the people. 

After months of pleading 
insufficient evidence, Bonn 
quickly banned three neo-Nazi 
groups and the federal pro- 
secutor took over investiga- 
tions into extremist violence. 

Starting in Munich in early 
December, city after city 
staged “lichterketten" (chains 
of light) marches to show the 
outrage most Germans felt. 

Shamed and concerned, 
schools, churches and political 



This woman cannot hide her feelings as she breaks killed five Turkish 
down in tears Saturday at the scene of a fire which photo) 


parties launched into an im- 
pressive array of grass-roots 
projects meant to bring Ger- 
mans and foreigners closer 
together. 

It all seemed to be working 
well but Eckart Werthebach, 
head of Germany's internal 
security service BFV, felt com- 
pelled to warn that violence 
could flare again. 

“The current fall-off in the 
number of acts of violence 
does not imply a drop in the 
number of right-wing extrem- 
ists,” he told Reuters in mid- 
May. 

In a bleak commentary on 


Saturday evening, ZDF Televi- 
sion said: “We've been fooling 
ourselves. Decent people can 
soothe their consciences with 
candle-light marches but those 
protests do nothing against 
the irrational hate in some 
people's heads.” 

The most effective strategy 
against racist violence has 
emerged in Saxony, the east- 
ern state that two years ago 
looked like it was becoming 
the neo-Nazi capital of United 
Germany. 

State Interior Minister 
Heinz Eggert. an outspoken 
Protestant pastor and former 


tea and young girls (AFP 

East German dissident, 
formed an police squad called 
“Soko Rex” that regularly 
raids suspects’ homes ana 
vigorously follows up every re- 
port of an attack. 

His success has made Eggert 
nationally known and helped 
him become a deputy chairman 
of Mr. Kohl’ Christian Demo- 
crats (CDu). 

But his methods are so un- 
abashedly tough that most 
Western politicians — possibly 
more worried than the un- 
conventional easternersabout 
the image of Germans opting 
for firm police action — have 
slued away from copying them. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pakistan provincial parliament dissolved 

vs Kfe 

analysts said the two dissolutions tn under 24 hours ® 

twd other provincial parliaments would be dismissed to nv 
new general elections after the supreme court ^stored rnm 
Minister Nawaz Sharif last week. Governor Amtr Guh ^ J j^ ief 
dissolved the 83-member assembly on a request from enter 
Minister Mir Afeai Khan, the press secretary to the minister 
said. Asked the reason for the dissolution 

knows why this has been done.’’ Mr. Afeai Kban would continues 
caretaker chief minister until elections in 90 dni. he sa™- 
dissolutions marked a declaration of war against Mr. Shanf atter iu. 
won a legal battle reinstating him and restoring the Nations 
Assembly Wednesday, five weeks after both were dismissed b 
President Gfanlam Ishaq Khan, the analysts said. 

Japan deports 68,000 illegal immigrants 

TOKYO (R) — Japan forcibly deported a record 68.000 Foreign 
nationals for illegal entry or employment without proper permits in 
1992, nearly twee as many as ever before, news reports said 
Sunday. A Justice Ministry report said the number of deportees 
last year far exceeded the previous high of about 36,000 set in 19VU. 
according to the daily Mainichi Shimbun and other papers. 
Ministry officials attributed the sharp rise to increased use or false 
passports and visas, as well a flourishing trade in the smuggling ot 
Chinese and other Asian nationals into Japan by boat, the reports 
said. By nationality, Malaysians accounted for die largest number 
deported (14,300), followed by Iranians (14,000), South Koreans 
(13,900) and the Thais, Filipinos and Chinese. The ministry report 
said the majority of deportees, about three quarters, had been 
earning daily wages ranging from 5,000 to 10,000 yen (S45-S90). 
Another 15 per cent raked In between 10,000 and 30,000 yen 
($90-5273) daily, it said. 

Belgium declines comment on Libya visit 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium refused to confirm a report Sunday 
that its trade minister had visited Libya, the object of U.N. 
sanctions because of its refusal to hand over suspects in connection 
with the two bomb attacks on airliners. The Libyan news agency 
JANA reported that Belgium’s Foreign Trade Minister Robert 
Urbain met Libyan Minister for Foreign Liaison and International 
Cooperation Omar Mustafa A1 Montasser in Tripoli Saturday and 
then left Sunday. A Belgian foreign ministry spokesman declined 
comment on the report but said Mr. Urbain was on holiday in 
Tunisia. JANA gave no details of the visit but said Mr. Urbain had 
underfined the importance of cooperation between the two 
countries on his arrival for 'the 24-hour visit. 

Hostages in Sri Lanka threaten to fast 

COLOMBO (AP) — Dozens of policemen held by Tamil guerrillas 
threatened to fast until death unless the government acts to win 
their release, a newspaper said Sunday. The fast will begin June 13, 
their third anniversary in captivity, the 39 hostages said in letters to 
relatives and a prominent Buddhist priest, the state-run Sunday 
Observer said. "Hie Buddhist priest, Madampagaraa Assaji. visited 
file Tamil rebel stronghold of Jaffna Peninsula in northern Sri 
Lanka in April 1992 and met with guerrilla leaders and the 
captives. His effort faded. Kenneth Fernando, the bishop of 
Colombo, visited Jaffna in January and managed to secure the 
release of two policemen. The government did not sponsor either 
negotiation, and in their letters, the hostages blamed the govern- 
ment for not doing enough to free them. The hostages, who include 
one soldier, are all members of Sri Lanka's Sinhalese majority. 

Fifth Sino-British talks to be held in mid-June 

BEUING (AP) — The fifth round of Sino-British talks on Hong 
Kong elections have been scheduled for June 14-16, the official 
Xinhua news agency reported Sunday. The two sides have been 
trying since late April to work out an acceptable arrangement for 
Hong Kong’s last elections under British rule. However, four 
rounds of talks have made little progress. The British-appointed 
governor of Hong Kong, Chris Patten, enraged China when he 
proposed last October expanding voter participation in local 
government elections in 1994 ana 1995. Hong Kong returns to 
Chinese rale in 1997. China responded by breaking off diplomatic 
contacts for six months. It insists it has the right to replace any 
legislators it does not like after; 1997, even though their terras run 
to 1999. But Britain wants assurances that legislators would be 
allowed to finish their terms. 

French soldier killed in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (R) — A French soldier was killed in a shooting 
accident tins week while serving with U.N. peacekeeping forces in 
Somalia, a U.N. spokesman said Saturday. He said Second 
Lieutenant Huon de Penan ster was hit by a round fired from a 
French armoured personnel carrier travelling behind him on the 
outskirts of Baidoa, northwest of Mogadishu/on Wednesday. He 
was taken to a French army hospital in Baidoa but was dead on 
arrival, the spokesman said. He was part of 1,070-member force 
that France has contributed to the U.N. operation in Somalia 
mission to keep the peace in a country ruined by clan war and 
starvation. 

Taiwanese protest against nuclear plant 

TAI PEI (AP) About 5,000 people marched through Taipei 
streets Sunday to demand that the government halt construction of 
a fourth midear power plant in Taiwan and find safer ways to 
generate electricity. Shouting “no nuclear, save Taiwan," the 
P r ° t ^ tCr ^ began ? he five ' hour peaceful demonstration with a rally 
at a baseball stadium. “The government should respect the choice 
of the people. There are safer and deaner alternatives than nuclear 
power, _ said Shih Hsin-MIn, chairman of Taiwan Environmental 
Protection Union, which organised the protest. Mr. Shih said many 
advanced countries have halted construction of nuclear power 
plants for safety reasons. The government has said a new nuclear 
power plant was needed to help ease an electricity shortage. The 
demonstrators included lawmakers, students and residents from 
the coastal village Kunliao, the site in northern Taiwan where 
construction of the plant resumed last year after a seven-vear 
suwension because of protests by environmentalists. It is sche- 
duled to be completed in seven years. 

Kuwait may write off car loans 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is set to pay off car loans owed by 
thousands of ns citizens the Arab Times reported Sunday. The 
move, affectmg about 40,000 Kuwaitis, would be further com- 
pensation for hardship experienced as a result of Iran's 1990 
invasion of the emirate. Outstanding debts owed to car finance 
companies stand at about 158 million dinars ($520 million) 
according to reports. The English-language newspaper, qwtine an 

5"^ * s ^ ld the government would start paying the 

debts after the ‘Eid A1 Adha holiday, which ends June 5 
peopte who bought cun on instaimem S c foe Iraqi inv“ion 
refused to resume payment after the 1991 liberation either ES 
their cars were stolen or damaged or because thev felt 
dews, like other loans, oughtTbe paid 

Russian soldiers killed in border attack 

fSSSJSL dE'tt 

r?AR/rAss Sunday^ 

detachment on Saturday evening after a barraae of 

The attack, by several -ahned groupTwas SfoS in? ^ k re ‘ 

gunfight. The soldiers were tollefwhen a 

Area hit on a trench, TASS said measures wereSSni S d 

reinforce the border section with Tajik government £a"&° 
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Radicals threaten 
to disrupt Japan 
royal wedding 

TOKYO (AP) — A radical leftist 
croup has threatened disrupt a 
parade after GonPmtt Naru- 
hito's wedding next month, news 
reports said Sunday. The extreme 

leftist Kakurokyo. or Revolution- 
ary Workers' Association, 
threatened to “wage an armed 
uprising' ’ to disrupt the parade on 
June 9. when Prince Naruhuo is 
to marry fiancee Masako Owada. 
The rhrear was delivered to sever- 
al major Japanese media orga- 
nisations Sunday. The several- 
hundred member group claimed 
responsibility for an arson last 
MoncJav at the home of Tore 
Nakaeawa. a former ambassador 
to the Soviet Union who helped 
introduce Prince Naruhito to 
Miss Owada. No one was hurt in 
the fire. Kakurokyo and a hand- 
ful of other extreme leftist groups 
strongly oppose the monarchy as 
an anachronism and have fre- 
quently used firebombs and 
crude, home-made rockets to 
attack targets related l«» the impe- 
rial family. Police are planning 
extremely tight security for the 
wedding 3nd parade, in which the 
royal couple arc to ride several 
kilometres through downtown 
streets. 

Killer of British 
woman sentenced 
to 15 years in France 

BEAUVAIS. France (AP) — A 
court in northern France has con- 
victed and sentenced an X-ray 
technician to 15 years in prison 
for the gruesome murder of a 
young British tourist he tried to 
rape. Prosecutors had called for 
the maximum life in prison for 
26-year-old Frederic Blancke. but 
the* jury at the court of Oise cited 
attenuating circumstances for the 
lesser sentence. The husband of 
Fiona Jones, who Mr. Blancke killed 
on Aug. 14, 1989. called the trial 
“pantomime" and the sentence a 
“joke." “Hell is waiting for you." 
one of her brothers veiled after 
the verdict. Mr. Blancke said he 
was distraught over the breakup 
with his girlfriend when he tried 
to sexually attack Mrs. Jones as 
she bicycled in a woods near the 
chateau of Compicgne, 60 
kilometres north of Paris. Mrs. 
Jones, 26, of Kingsbury, Eng- 
land, fought back. Mr. Blancke, 
who called his crime “an abomin- 
able act." testified that he beat 
her and tried to strangle htr 
leaving her for dead. When he 
returned to the site late that night 
after work to dispose of her body 
and hide and evidence, he found 
her still alive. He killed her by 
slitting her threat, then buried 
her, he said. Her husband, who 
was designing a nearby golf 
course, notified police of her 
disappearance, setting off a pain- 
staking search that tracked down 
Mr. Blancke from a shoe he left 
behind and the white car he 
drove. 

Russia drops 
anti-gay law 

MOSCOW (AP) — Mai* 
homosexuality is no longer 
crime in Russia, and gay activist: 
hope the repeal of the Soviet-era 
law will improve Russia’s abiU* 
to combat AIDS. A decree ' 
pealing Article 121, which ihl 
consensual sex between m 
punishable by up to five years ». 
prison, was signed by President 
Boris Yeltsin and approved by 
lawmakers on April 29. It took 
effect last week. "This is a 
wonderful event. We've waited a 
long time for them to change the 
law." said the editor of the Rb 
sian gay and lesbian magazit 
Risk, which was founded in 1"’ 
and has a circulation of 20.C-, 
He uses the pseudonym Vladislm’ 
Ortanov for fear of discrimina- 
tion. 

Philippines launches 
campaign against 
smoking 

Manila (R) — Thousands of 
non-smokers, some cartyingcard" 
board coffins, marched through 
Manila Sunday to launch a 

government-hacked campaign 

against smoking. Philippine 
Health Secretary Juan Flavier 
told railyists he had prepared an 
order banning smoking in all state 
hospitals after a suvery showed 67 
per cent of male doctors and 36 
per cent of female doctors were 
smokers. “What is worrisome is 
that 37 per cent of all doctors 
smoke in front of their patients,” 
he said. Mr. Flavier said half of 
the adult population of the Philip- 
pines’ 63 million people .were 
smokers. One Filipino died of 
lung cancer every 12 minutes to* 
year. The rally marked the start 
of a week-long anti-smoking cam- 
paign dubbed "No Tobacco 
Week." It coincides with interna 
tional “No Tobacco Day" Mon- 
day. "Kiss a non-smoker and 
taste the difference," said a pla- 
card carried by one woman mar- 
cher. 
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